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 I. Introduction: Overview of main trends 
 
 

1. Opiates and amphetamine-type stimulants (ATS), including in particular 
methamphetamine, continue to be the two major illicit drug threats in the Asia and 
the Pacific region. Most indicators suggest that the illicit manufacture, trafficking 
and use of methamphetamine in pill and crystalline form have expanded rapidly in 
recent years. At the same time, after a decade of steep and steady declines, the illicit 
cultivation of opium poppy has increased each year since 2006. These trends 
continued in 2013. 

2. Opium cultivation and heroin production in East Asia and the Pacific are 
largely concentrated in Myanmar and, to a far lesser extent, in the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. The illicit manufacture of ATS, on the other hand, has been 
reported by every country in the region. 

3. Amphetamine-type stimulants, particularly methamphetamine, have emerged 
as the primary drug threat in the region. Since 2009, ATS have ranked in the top 
three drugs of abuse in all countries in East and South-East Asia. The primary ATS 
abused in the region, particularly South-East Asia, continue to be methamphetamine 
in pill and crystalline form. In addition, a growing range of new psychoactive 
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synthetic stimulants including piperazines, synthetic cannabinoids and synthetic 
cathinones continue to emerge on illicit drug markets in the region, although the use 
of these substances remains limited at present. 

4. Increasing methamphetamine use is also of concern in the Pacific Island States 
and Territories, which do not have enough resources to combat the problem. At the 
same time, transnational organized criminal groups continue to use the Pacific 
Islands States and Territories as transhipment hubs for methamphetamine and its 
precursor chemicals. In addition, substantial quantities of cocaine continue to be 
trafficked across the Pacific from South American to Australia. The lack of 
information relating to drug trafficking and use hinders the development of effective 
response. 

5. The vast majority of the ATS produced in the Asia and Pacific region is 
consumed by users within the region. Large-scale ATS manufacture takes place in 
Australia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, New Zealand and the  
Philippines. Limited and small-scale illicit ATS manufacture or ATS pill  
pressing operations have been reported in recent years from Japan, the Republic of 
Korea, Thailand and Viet Nam. Large quantities of “ecstasy” are illicitly  
produced in Australia and Indonesia, and possibly also in China, Malaysia, 
Myanmar and New Zealand. Small quantities of “ecstasy” containing low amounts 
of methylenedioxymethamphetamine (MDMA), and other synthetic substances, 
have been pressed domestically in Viet Nam. Traffickers in the ATS market range 
from full-time professional criminals, people closer to mainstream society and, 
sometimes, high-ranking state officials and military personnel. 

6. Illicit opium cultivation and production will likely continue due to the lack of 
development assistance and alternative livelihoods for farmers, as well as the high 
demand and high prices. Farmers grow illicit crops such as opium poppy for a 
variety of reasons. In Myanmar, the main issues are chronic poverty, debt, a decline 
in rural food security and regional insecurity due to armed conflict. Farmers grow 
opium poppy to buy food, pay off debt and have a cash income to pay school fees, 
buy medicine, etc. However, farmers are also aware that if they grow an illicit crop, 
it may be eradicated and then they would lose their main livelihood. Thus, 
alternative development programmes, that can provide a sustainable basis for 
farmers to earn a livelihood need to be strengthened and expanded in tandem with 
eradication efforts, in order to successfully reduce illicit crop cultivation and opium 
production, and improve people’s lives. 

7. The South Asia region is largely a transit region for trafficking of heroin from 
South-West Asia. There are no firm estimates of the quantity of heroin that comes 
into the region but based on seizure statistics alone, India, for example, estimates 
that up to 50 per cent of all heroin seizures in the country are sourced from 
Afghanistan and the annual heroin seizures approximate 1 ton. Seizures in India 
from 2009 to 2011 have shown a declining trend but during 2012, an upward trend 
has been in evidence.  

8. However, the percentage of seizures of South-West Asian heroin has remained 
by and large the same. Trafficking to destinations outside India is led by West 
African syndicates whose preferred destinations are the United States of America, 
European Union and South Africa.  
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9. The heroin market in other countries of South Asia — Nepal, Bhutan, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and the Maldives, is relatively small.  

10. South Asian countries remain vulnerable to illicit ATS manufacture due to 
their geographic proximity to important source countries of illicit methamphetamine 
in East and South-East Asia, the continued availability of precursor chemicals, 
particularly ephedrine and pseudoephedrine (often in the form of pharmaceutical 
preparations), and the availability of technical expertise on ATS manufacturing in 
the region. Traditionally, ATS precursors have been smuggled from India to 
Myanmar, whereas the finished ATS product has been trafficked in the reverse 
direction. Methamphetamine and amphetamine pill seizures in India are 
predominantly made in the north-eastern part of the country bordering Myanmar, 
which is where these drugs originate. In addition, ketamine has emerged as one of 
the preferred substances for trafficking outside the region. It has now been subjected 
to tough controls by India. Ketamine is being included as a “b” class drug in 
Bangladesh. A serious issue confronting the region is the illicit use of prescription 
narcotics and psychotropic drugs facilitated by easy over-the-counter availability. It 
is important to deal with this menace through a comprehensive strategy, an 
important, part of which should be awareness of their harmful effects and 
strengthening the capacity of law enforcement agencies to address this threat. Most 
countries in the region have adequate data collection mechanisms, but availability of 
adequate analyses and interpretation on which to base policy interventions can be an 
issue.  
 
 

 II. Detailed assessment of production and trafficking trends 
 
 

11. In 2012, some 1,021 ATS-related manufacturing facilities of varying scale 
were dismantled in the East Asia and the Pacific region, most of which were 
manufacturing amphetamine-group substances. Methamphetamine in pill, powder 
and crystalline forms are the most widely used forms of ATS in the region. Demand 
for ATS and the massive profits generated by their trade continue to provide ample 
incentive for manufacturers and traffickers to expand their illicit business. 

12. The largest numbers of clandestine laboratory seizures in 2012 continued to be 
made in Australia, China and New Zealand. In China, a total of 326 illicit synthetic 
drug manufacturing facilities were seized. Of the 326 clandestine laboratories 
dismantled, 228 (70 per cent) were manufacturing crystalline methamphetamine, of 
which more than half were seized in Guangdong province. A large number of 
clandestine laboratories were also seized in the Chengdu area of Sichuan province. 
Large numbers of illicit ATS laboratories and pill re-pressing operations were also 
seized in Malaysia (27), Indonesia (7), the Philippines (7), Cambodia (6),  
Thailand (6), Myanmar (5) and the Republic of Korea (1). in 2012. 

13. In the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS), methamphetamine in pill form 
remains the primary drug of concern. All six GMS countries reported increasing 
methamphetamine pill use in 2012. As a result, the number of methamphetamine 
pills seized totalled approximately 227 million, representing a 59 per cent increase 
from the 142.4 million pills seized in 2011 and reached record highs. Most pills 
continued to be seized in China (102.2 million), Thailand (95.3 million), the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic (10 million) and Myanmar (18 million), which 



 

4 V.14-06280 
 

UNODC/HONLAP/38/CRP.1  

accounted for 99 per cent of the total in 2012. Cambodia and Viet Nam continue to 
report increasing methamphetamine pill seizures. Preliminary data for 2013 show 
that methamphetamine pill seizures appear to be slightly higher than that of 2012.  

14. Crystalline methamphetamine seizures in 2012 reached their highest level 
within the past decade having increased from 10.4 tons in 2011 to 11.6 tons in 2012. 
Crystalline methamphetamine is the primary drug of concern in Brunei Darussalam, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Philippines and Republic of Korea. Large labs 
producing methamphetamine have been detected in China, Indonesia, Myanmar and 
the Philippines and smaller labs have been detected in virtually every country in the 
region. In addition, significant quantities continue to be trafficked into the region by 
transnational organized criminal groups, in particular ones from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran and Africa. Record high seizures were reported in Indonesia  
(2.1 tons), Thailand (1.6 tons), Singapore (50.8 kg), Cambodia (33.5 kg) and Brunei 
Darussalam (9 kg). The 466.6 kg of crystalline methamphetamine seized in Japan in 
2012 is the largest amount seized since 2003, while the 426.7 kg seized in Myanmar 
in 2012 is the highest total reported since 2001. The largest share of crystalline 
methamphetamine seizures in the region continue to be made in China, where  
5.9 tons seized accounted for more than half (51 per cent) of the regional total  
in 2012.  

15. Myanmar continues to be a major source of methamphetamine pills, opium 
and heroin in South-East Asia, the majority of which is manufactured in Shan State 
in the eastern part of the country. Significant amounts of methamphetamine 
originating from Myanmar are trafficked directly into Thailand, China and the  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic (Lao PDR) overland and along the Mekong 
River. Some quantities are further trafficked to international markets. 
Methamphetamine pills also continue to be seized in the western part of Myanmar 
and increasing quantities are being seized in India and Bangladesh. For instance, in 
Bangladesh, seizures of methamphetamine pills, also known with the name of 
“Yaba”, have substantially increased every year, from 812,716 methamphetamine 
pills in 2010 to 1.4 million methamphetamine pills in 2011 and 2.13 million in 
2012. A large portion of the heroin manufactured in Shan State is trafficked to 
China. In addition, a large share of heroin seized in Viet Nam is trafficked into the 
country from the Golden Triangle via Lao PDR. Some quantities of heroin are 
trafficked via Viet Nam and Thailand for onward trafficking to international 
markets.  

16. Transnational and Asian drug trafficking groups continue to target Cambodia 
as a source, transit and destination country for ATS and their precursor chemicals as 
well as other illicit drugs such as cocaine and heroin. The availability and use of 
methamphetamine in pill and crystalline form continues to expand. A large and 
growing majority of persons arrested for drug-related offences or persons submitted 
for drug treatment involve methamphetamine. Crystalline methamphetamine and 
cocaine seizures in Cambodia in 2012 are the highest ever reported from the 
country. In 2013, the smuggling and diversion of precursor chemicals from licit 
trade channels continues to be a problem in Cambodia.  

17. The methamphetamine use continues to increase in China, particularly among 
young drug users. In 2013, the amount of methamphetamine (in pill and crystalline 
form) seized in China increased by approximately 20.4 per cent, from 16.2 metric 
tons in 2012 to 19.5 tons seized in 2013, and substantial amount of the total 



 

V.14-06280 5 
 

 UNODC/HONLAP/38/CRP.1

methamphetamine seized in China was reported from Yunnan province, adjoining 
Myanmar and the Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Other provinces in China such 
as Guangdong and Sichuan were also reported to seize large amounts of 
methamphetamine and dismantle methamphetamine production labs. For instance, 
in December 2013, Chinese law enforcement authorities seized 2.9 tons of 
crystalline methamphetamine in Guangdong province alongside with 23 tons of 
other raw drug material. In addition, about 8.55 tons of heroin, 1.46 tons of opium, 
9.69 tons of ketamine and 4.5 tons of cannabis were seized in China in 2013. Since 
2007, the proportion of ATS users among all registered drug users in China has 
expanded continually, from less than 10 per cent to about 34.2 per cent in 2013. The 
number of heroin users increased 6.6 per cent in 2013 compared to its preceding 
year, albeit the proportion of heroin users has shown a continual decline, from about 
78 per cent in 2008 to about 53.6 per cent in 2013. 

18. Crystalline methamphetamine remains the primary drug threat in the 
Philippines, even though seizures of crystalline methamphetamine in that country 
have fluctuated considerably during the last five years. In 2012, approximately  
112 kg of crystalline methamphetamine were seized, marking a 56 per cent decrease 
from the previous year when 254 kg were seized. However, preliminary data for 
2013 show that 836 kg of crystalline methamphetamine were seized in the 
Philippines, which is the second highest during the last six years. During the past 
decade several illicit methamphetamine manufacturing laboratories have been 
seized in the country, with 39 such facilities seized from 2008 to 2012, mostly 
smaller-scale “kitchen type” laboratories in metropolitan areas. Meanwhile, some 
quantities of cocaine from South American have been continuously trafficked via 
the Philippines to markets in Asia.  

19. A number of countries in Asia are being targeted as both source and 
destination countries for ATS precursors. China and India are the main sources of 
precursor chemicals found in the region, but large quantities have also been 
trafficked from Cambodia, Republic of Korea, Thailand and Viet Nam. With a 
number of countries having tightened controls on these most commonly used 
precursors during the past couple of years, there are indications that drug traffickers 
are replacing traditional precursors with alternate types of precursors and 
chemically modified precursors not under international control. 

20. “Ecstasy” seizures in the region have fluctuated over the years in East and 
South-East Asia. In 2012, the number of “ecstasy” pills seized more than tripled, to 
over 5.4 million pills, from about 1.6 million pills seized in 2011. This is the highest 
total reported since 2007, when 5.6 million “ecstasy” pills were seized. A large 
majority of “ecstasy” seizures continue to be made in Indonesia, where the number 
seized nearly increased four-fold from 1.1 million pills in 2011 to 4.3 million pills 
in 2012, accounting for 79 per cent of the region’s total. However, preliminary data 
for 2013 indicate that ecstasy seizures considerably decreased in Indonesia in that 
year. Cambodia, China and Indonesia remain the primary sources of safrole-rich 
oils, a precursor for the manufacture of MDMA. Many of the seized drugs marketed 
on the streets as “ecstasy” in the region contain psychoactive substances other than 
MDMA, such as ketamine, methamphetamine or piperazines. 

21. Ketamine and kratom remain the most widely used new psychoactive 
substances (NPS) in the region. During the past few years, a number of other NPS 
have emerged on ATS markets in the region. These include piperazines, such as 
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benzylpiperazine (BZP) and1-(3-trifluoromethyl-phenyl) piperazine (TFMPP), 
synthetic cathinones such as mephedrone and methylenedioxypyrovalerone  
(MDPV or “bath salts”) and synthetic cannabinoids. Ketamine seizures slightly 
decreased by 5 per cent to 5.7 tons in 2012 from nearly 6 tons in seized in 2011. 
Approximately, 82 per cent of ketamine seized in the region in 2012 was seized in 
China. Ketamine use was also reported in Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Singapore and Thailand, as well as Australia. According to preliminary data for 
2013, ketamine seizures increased considerably in that year.  

22. Several countries in the region rapidly react to the emergence of NPS by 
adopting legislative and regulatory measures. For instance, Thailand has included 
the phenethylamine p-Methoxymethamphetamine (PMMA) and the piperazine  
1-(3-Chlorophenyl) piperazine (mCPP) in the list of controlled substances under 
Schedule I of the Narcotics Act B.E. 2522 (1979). In addition, the Food and Drug 
Administration of China announced the addition of twelve new psychoactive 
substances to list of controlled drugs since 1st January 2014. Those added 
substances are BZP, JWH-073, khat, 2C-I, 2C-H, AM-694, AM-2201, JWH-250, 
MDPV, 4-MEC, methylone and JWH-018.  

23. Transnational organized criminal activity in the region’s illicit drug trade 
continues to diversify. Drug trafficking syndicates from Africa and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran continue to traffic methamphetamine and other drugs into East and 
South-East Asia. The most common destinations for methamphetamine trafficked 
from or through Africa appear to be Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, 
Thailand and Viet Nam. Methamphetamine trafficking by African groups in 2012 
was also reported by Brunei Darussalam, New Zealand, the Philippines and the 
Republic of Korea. Nigeria, by far the largest country in West Africa, both in terms 
of population size and surface area, is most frequently cited as the source of 
methamphetamine trafficking. Drug trafficking syndicates from the Islamic 
Republic of Iran continue to traffic significant quantities of methamphetamine to 
various countries in the region, particularly Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia and 
Thailand. Whereas previously, most methamphetamine originating in the Islamic 
Republic of Iran was smuggled by passenger plane couriers, there have been 
numerous significant seizures of methamphetamine discovered in sea cargo 
containers in Indonesia, Malaysia, and Thailand. In the last few years, Iranian 
nationals have been arrested in Malaysia, Thailand and Japan for attempting to 
manufacture methamphetamine. There are also indications that Iranian drug 
trafficking groups may be smuggling Mexican manufactured methamphetamine, as 
well as precursor chemicals, to Malaysia in air cargo. Drug trafficking networks 
based in India continue to play a role in smuggling precursor chemicals to 
methamphetamine manufacturers in East and South-East Asia. Large quantities of 
pseudoephedrine tablets are smuggled to Myanmar via overland border crossings. 
Malaysia has also reported multi-ton seizures of ephedrine smuggled from India. 
Ketamine continues to be diverted or smuggled from India to several countries in 
East and South-East Asia. 

24. Arrests and drug treatment demand related to methamphetamine continue to 
show an upward trend. The number of methamphetamine-related arrests in East and 
South-East Asia increased from about 93,000 in 2006 to nearly 388,000 in 2012, 
more than half of which were recorded in Thailand (195,741), followed by China 
(75,549) and Malaysia (74,460). However, this excludes methamphetamine-related 
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arrests for Cambodia, the Philippines and Viet Nam. In 2012, methamphetamine 
accounted for 80 percent or more of all drug-related arrests in Thailand  
(93 per cent), Brunei Darussalam (90 per cent), Japan (85 per cent), the Republic of 
Korea (82 per cent) and Lao PDR (80 per cent). The large majority of the persons 
arrested continued to be drug users.  

25. Drug treatment demand related to methamphetamine remains high in East and 
South-East Asia. In 2012, ATS were the primary drugs of use for about 85 per cent 
of all persons receiving drug treatment from countries that reported such data, 
increasing from 70 per cent in 2011. However, these figures do not include data 
from China, Myanmar and Viet Nam, where heroin is the primary drug of concern. 
About two thirds of the persons receiving drug treatment in the Philippines in 2012 
were crystalline methamphetamine users, roughly the same proportion as in each of 
the previous 10 years. The proportion of women receiving treatment for crystalline 
methamphetamine use in the Philippines has slightly decreased from 74 per cent  
in 2011 to 68 per cent in 2012. The number of methamphetamine users receiving 
treatment in Singapore increased to the highest level reported over the past five 
years and accounted for about 42 per cent of all persons receiving drug treatment  
in 2012. In Cambodia, methamphetamine (in pill and crystalline form) users 
accounted for about 89 per cent of all persons receiving treatment. Crystalline 
methamphetamine was also the primary drug of use among persons who received 
drug treatment in Brunei Darussalam (97 per cent). Methamphetamine pills 
continued to be the most common drug of use (82 per cent) among persons 
receiving treatment in Thailand and Lao PDR (51 per cent). However, most drug 
treatment services in the region continue to be aimed at heroin, opium and cannabis 
users. Moreover, in several countries in the region, a large number of persons 
receiving drug treatment are arrested drug users sent to compulsory drug treatment 
facilities, most of which do not provide ATS-specific drug treatment services. 

26. The use of drugs through injection remains a frequent mode of HIV 
transmission in several countries. In 2012, population estimates of people who 
inject drugs at the national, regional and global level were revised downward, in 
large part due to improvements in the methodology or coverage of behavioural 
surveillance. Indonesia and Thailand are among the countries that reported a 
considerable reduction in the number of people who inject drugs, while notable 
increases were reported from Pakistan, the Russian Federation and Viet Nam. The 
East and South-East Asia region accounts for approximately 25.6 per cent of the 
total number of people who inject drugs globally. HIV prevalence among people 
who inject drugs in East and South-East Asia was estimated at about 9.6 per cent in 
2012. In addition, a significant proportion of people who inject drugs in the region 
are also living with Hepatitis C. 

27. The amount of crystalline methamphetamine seized in 2012 in Indonesia was 
the highest total ever reported in Indonesia. For instance, crystalline 
methamphetamine seizures totalled nearly 2.1 metric tons in 2012, roughly 75 per 
cent higher than the amount seized in 2011 (1.2 tons). The large amounts of 
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine required for licit industrial purposes in Indonesia 
also heighten the risk of these substances being diverted for illicit ATS manufacture. 
In addition, the number of ecstasy pills seized in the country has been on the 
increase for four successive years, reaching more than 4.2 million ecstasy pills 
seized in 2012. However, preliminary data for 2013 show that seizures of both 
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crystalline methamphetamine and ecstasy pills decreased compared to its preceding 
year.  

28. The “Golden Triangle” region, which roughly encompasses the regions of 
north-eastern Myanmar, north-western Lao People’s Democratic Republic and 
northern Thailand, has for decades been the epicentre of South-East Asia’s opiates 
trade. In the 1970s and 1980s, Myanmar was the world’s leading source of opium, 
producing some 700 tons of opium annually between 1981 and 1987. Today, the vast 
majority (approximately 90 per cent) of poppy continues to be cultivated in the Shan 
State of Myanmar. This region is also where the vast majority of heroin processing 
takes place in the country. In addition, there are indications to suggest that a 
growing portion of the opiates used, found and/or seized in the Asia and the Pacific 
region originate in South-West Asia, mainly Afghanistan. 

29. A number of attempts have been undertaken in recent years by Governments in 
Myanmar and neighbouring countries and by the international community to reduce 
the flow of opium and heroin from Myanmar. The efforts contributed to achieving 
the sharp reduction of opium poppy cultivation from 163,000 ha in 1996 to  
21,600 ha in 2006. However, opium poppy cultivation has since risen each year, 
reaching 57,800 ha in 2013. This represents a more than doubling compared with 
2006 and a 13 per cent increase compared with the previous year. In the  
Lao People’s Democratic Republic, the illicit cultivation of opium poppy decreased 
from 6,800 ha in 2012 to 3,900 ha in 2013. However, a trend could not be 
established due to differences in methodology compared to previous years. In the 
absence of other development initiatives, there is a risk of continued growth in 
opium poppy cultivation. 

30. The trafficking of heroin continues to increase in some Asian countries. The 
amount of heroin seized in China has increased from about 4.3 metric tons in 2008 
to nearly 7.3 tons in 2013. Heroin seizures in the region marginally decreased to just 
over 9 tons in 2012, which is the second highest total reported since 2005. The 
majority of seizures continued to be made in China (including Hong Kong), with 
about 7.4 tons seized that year, accounting for roughly 82 per cent of all seizures 
reported in the region. Heroin seizures showed an almost eight-fold increase in 
Myanmar and more than doubled in Viet Nam, while Indonesia also reported a large 
increase by 47 per cent. Significant decreases were reported by Malaysia, Thailand 
and Hong Kong, the Special Administrative Region of China.  

31. In absolute numbers, the largest proportion of heroin users in the East Asia and 
Pacific region continues live in China, which accounts for more than 70 per cent of 
all heroin users in the region. Heroin continues to be primary drug of concern not 
only in China, but also in Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, and Viet Nam, in the view 
of government experts in those countries. 
 
 

 III. International cooperation 
 
 

 A. Regional conferences and meetings on drug control  
 
 

32. The first integrated UNODC Regional Programme for South-East Asia  
(2014-2017) was jointly launched in Bangkok, Thailand, in November 2013 by  
Mr. Yury Fedotov, the Executive Director of UNODC, HRH Princess 
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Bajrakittiyabha Mahidol, the Permanent Representative of Thailand to the United 
Nations in Vienna, and H.E. Mr. Chaikasem Nitisiri, Thailand’s Minister of Justice. 
Launch attendees included key Thai government officials, ambassadors and 
diplomatic representatives, and UN and NGO partners. The new Regional 
Programme focuses primarily on regional crime and related drug challenges that are 
best addressed through coordinated cross-border and intra-regional cooperation. 

33. The UNODC Regional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacific (ROSEAP) 
attended the South Asian Regional Integration Seminar (SARIS) on drug precursors 
and new psychoactive substances, held in New Delhi from 11 to 13 February 2014. 
Organized by the Australian Customs and Border Protection Service and the 
UNODC Regional Office for South Asia (ROSA), the seminar aimed to develop a 
greater understanding of precursor and drug situation in the region, gain a greater 
understanding of the standards and best practices in investigation and handling 
drugs and precursors, and new trends and challenges of new psychoactive 
substances. The seminar was attended by participants from Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka.  

34. At the fifty-seventh session, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND) 
adopted resolution 57/11, entitled ‘Strengthening and expanding international 
cooperation to counter the threats posed by illicit production, manufacturing, 
trafficking and abuse of drugs in the Greater Mekong subregion’. In that resolution 
Member States and other international partners are encouraged to provide technical 
assistance to the GMS states in order to strengthen their capacities and efforts to 
counter drug problems within the framework of the 1993 Memorandum of 
Understanding on Drug Control between the countries in the Greater Mekong 
subregion and UNODC and in coordination with the integrated regional programme 
for South-East Asia. The Memorandum brings together Cambodia, China, the  
Lao PDR, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam to work together to contain the threat 
of illicit drug production, trafficking and use, with the technical support from 
UNODC. The results of the implementation of the resolution will be reported to the 
CND at the fifty-eighth session in March 2015. 

35. The 35th Meeting of the ASEAN Senior Officials on Drug Matters (ASOD) 
was organized on 1-4 July 2014 in Makatani City, the Philippines. It hosted by the 
Dangerous Drug Board of Philippines and attended by senior officials from drug 
law enforcement agencies from all ASEAN Member States. The meeting provided a 
forum to discuss various issues related to illicit drugs, including border control, air 
and seaport control and promoting joint operations among ASEAN Member States. 
In addition, participants also discussed how to improve the sharing of information 
on the emergence of new psychoactive substances.  

36. The 19th Asia-Pacific Operational Drug Enforcement Conference (ADEC-19th) 
was held in Tokyo, Japan from 18 to 20 February 2014, to discuss the current drug 
situation in the Asia-Pacific region and share information on effective drug  
law enforcement. The ADEC-19th aimed at strengthening international cooperation, 
with special focus on international cooperation in drug law enforcement against the 
threat of ATS globalization and transnational drug syndicates. 

37. The 14th ASEAN Senior Officials Meeting on Transnational Crime 
(SOMTC14) was held in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam from June 22 to 
27 2014, with the participation of ten ASEAN member countries, their partners and 
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the ASEAN Secretariat to discuss ways to address significant transnational crimes 
including drugs trafficking and promote ASEAN cooperation in fighting 
transnational crime by sharing experiences, information and data bases, improving 
the capacity of law enforcement officials and helping each other. 

38. The Ministry of Public Security of Viet Nam, with the support of the UNODC 
Regional Office for Southeast Asia and the Pacific (ROSEAP), organized the 
workshop on situation and preventing solution for ATS manufacturing, trafficking, 
transportation and use on 22 November 2013, in Hanoi, Viet Nam. It was attended 
by 80 government officials from various departments and interdisciplinary experts 
of the ministries, the workshop aimed at assessing the current situation regarding 
threats posed by ATS and was concluded with recommendations in view of 
supporting the implementation of 2013 annual work programme of the National 
Committee for the Prevention and Control of AIDS, Drugs and Prostitution.  

39. In accordance with the decision taken at the 20th ASEAN Regional Forum 
(ARF) Ministerial Meeting in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam in  
July 2013, the Governments of Indonesia and New Zealand co-chaired the 12th ARF 
Inter-Sessional Meeting on Counter-Terrorism and Transnational Crime (ARF ISM 
on CTTC) in Bali, Indonesia, held from 14 to 16 April 2014.  
 
 

 B. Cooperation between the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime and the Governments of the region 
 
 

40. ROSEAP organized a workshop in Bangkok, titled “Central Authorities of 
MLA in South-East Asia”, a follow-up meeting of the workshop on mutual legal 
assistance held in Bangkok in March 2013. The meeting provided a forum where 
central authorities (CAs) could explore ways to enhance their mutual understanding 
and cooperative network and it was attended by high-level practitioners from  
10 ASEAN Member States. The workshop aimed to identify what parts of CAs in 
each country could be improved to ensure effective MLA practices for transnational 
crime including drug-related offences.  

41. In August 2014, UNODC held a regional workshop on “Global Synthetics 
Monitoring: Analyses, Reporting and Trends Programme (SMART)” in Yangon. 
Workshop participants received updated information on programme implementation 
and exchanged information on the regional ATS situation and national responses to 
it. They also discussed the threats and challenges posed by the emergence of new 
psychoactive substances on the market and future regional SMART implementation 
steps including the data-sharing Drug Abuse Information Network for Asia and the 
Pacific (DAINAP). 

42. At the sub-regional level, UNODC’s support for the partnership in the 
framework of the 1993 MOU on Drug Control continues to play a critical role in 
enhancing sub-regional cooperation on drug control matters. In accordance with the 
decision of MOU signatories at the Senior Official Committee Meeting in Yangon, 
held in May 2013, UNODC and the MOU signatories organized a workshop  
on formulating ideas and strategies to strengthen the MOU partnership on  
29-30 October 2013 in Da Nang City, Viet Nam. In addition, the Senior Officials 
Committee Meeting of the MOU was organized in Beijing, China, during the period 
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28-29 May, 2014, where the implementation of the activities conducive to the 
objectives of the Sub-Regional Action Plan of the MOU (2014-2016) was reviewed.  

43. A Financial Intelligence training course was organized in Hong Kong, Special 
Administrative Region of China, on 7-11 July 2014. It was attended by delegates 
from Member States that are signatories of the GMS MOU. The training was 
designed to enhance the knowledge of participants in the area of financial 
investigations by a financial investigation task force within the MOU mechanism.  

44. The UNODC Global Synthetic Monitoring: Analyses, Reporting and Trends 
(SMART) Programme organized the 1st National Workshop on Drug Data 
Collection for Lao People’s Democratic Republic (PDR) on 5-6 March, 2014, in 
Vientiane, Lao PDR, which was attended by 50 officers from various agencies and 
departments from Lao PDR. The workshop reviewed the data generation and 
reporting capacity with a view to identifying how the SMART Programme can 
support the Government of Lao PDR.  

45. Following a year of negotiations, the Government of Myanmar and UNODC 
on 18 August 2014 signed a landmark integrated Country Programme for  
2014-2017, agreeing to collaborate together to strengthen the rule law and address 
significant crime and drug issues. President Thein Sein and the Cabinet reviewed 
and approved the Country Programme, which was signed by the Ministry of 
Planning and ROSEAP. 

46. In December 2013, UNODC ROSEAP organised a “Workshop on Enhancing 
Partnerships between Law Enforcement and Civil Society Organisations in the 
Context of Drugs and HIV/AIDS”, attended by approximately 40 participants, 
including law enforcement officials from a range of agencies and representatives of 
civil society organizations involved in implementation of harm reduction 
programmes. The workshop participants agreed on a series of follow-ups, including 
the establishment of community level partnerships between police and community 
leaders; the development of a roadmap for the next two years on enhancing 
partnerships between law enforcement agencies and civil society organizations; 
review of the current curriculum and aligning with other curriculum development 
and support for development of police instruction, SOPs and guidelines for each and 
every police station in the role of police in prevention of HIV/STIs; joint training 
and capacity building efforts between police and NGOs; and the identification of 
key police and NGO contacts in each area. 
 
 

 C. Bilateral cooperation and national efforts 
 
 

47. Cambodia continued its efforts to reduce drug demand at the national level. 
For example, during 2013, Cambodia conducted training sessions for 1,817 persons 
involved in the areas of harm reduction, while providing treatment to 2,713 drug 
users, of which 1,466 were reintegrated into their communities.  

48. China continued its efforts to improve alternative development policies and 
reinforced the support provided. China signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
with Lao PDR on promoting the opium poppy alternative development and 
organized the 3rd China-Laos Remote Sensing Monitoring and Alternative 
Development Liaison and Coordination Meeting. Furthermore, a joint field 
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inspection with Myanmar in 7 regions of Shan State in northern Myanmar was 
conducted between China and Myanmar. At the same time, Thailand and Myanmar 
have been implementing Sustainable Alternative Livelihoods Development Project 
(SALD) in Tachilek and Mong Hast District, Shan State, Myanmar, which will be 
continue until 2018.  

49. China and Viet Nam launched a joint border interception in March 2014, 
which resulted in uncovering a total of 683 cases, with 881 arrested suspects and 
seizures of 56.31 kg heroin, 69.89 kg synthetic drug and 5,528 tablets.  

50. For two months, starting on 20 April, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and 
Thailand conducted the joint operation “Safe Mekong”, with a view to preventing 
oversea drugs from entering China by strengthening cooperation among the four 
countries. The operation resulted in seizures of 9,781.3 kg of various drugs and  
260 tons of precursor chemicals from the four countries.  

51. China signed bilateral agreements on drug control cooperation with all GMS 
countries, which has facilitated and safeguarded bilateral drug-related investigations  
and prosecutions. In addition, China also signed Statements of Intent on Cooperation in 
the Controlled Delivery of Narcotics with the with Australian Federal Police and  
Federal Drug Control Service of the Russian Federation, respectively.  

52. In 2013, China launched a special survey on problems of abusing synthetic 
drugs in 24 provinces and raised the awareness of the severe harms of synthetic 
drugs among the youth population. In addition, China established 836 vocational 
training bases for drug rehabilitation patients which helped 515,000 opiate patients 
find jobs, with a job placement rate of 45 per cent.  

53. Myanmar continued Methadone Maintenance Therapy (MMT) programmes in 
4 selected townships with a high prevalence of injecting drug users. Currently,  
28 MMT centers provide methadone to drug dependent individuals. In addition, a 
drug -user network, composed of current and former drug users, has been 
established to help the current users.  

54. Thailand set up a National Harm Reduction Task Force for injecting drug users 
in five different areas, namely Policy Support (ONCB), Academic Support and 
Regulator (Thanyarak Institute), Management and Evaluation (PSI Foundation) and 
Public Communication (PSI Foundation). In addition, Thailand implemented the 
harm reduction policy in 19 pilot provinces with the cooperation from local 
authorities both government, private and civil society sectors.  

55. Throughout 2013, Viet Nam carried out various measures to improve drug 
treatment and rehabilitation for drug users. For instance, 56,823 drug addicts were 
provided with treatment services, of whom 9,628 received aftercare services and 
8,016 are being provided with vocational training. In addition, People’s Committees 
of provinces integrated the objective of “building drug free communes, wards, 
district towns” into the national movement and piloted this model in 12 communes, 
wards and districts.  

56. As of 10 December 2013, Viet Nam provided MMT services to 15,286 drug 
addicts in 29 provinces/cities with 75 treatment centers. In addition, Viet Nam 
provided training courses for law enforcement officers in support of the 
comprehensive package of services in a closed setting and in communities.  
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