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Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

As the chair of the UN Statistical Commission, I am pleased to address the participants and the 

audience of the High Level Side event on Drugs and Crime organised along the the High Level 

Political Forum on Sustainable Development. 

Let me start with a few short remarks about the United Nations Statistical Commission and 

about official statistics, the latter especially in view of the challenges raised by the COVID 

pandemic. 

As stated in its Terms of Reference, The UN Statistical Commission is the primary body for the 

coordination of the global statistical programmes in general and of the United Nations 

statistical and data-related system. As such, it covers all sectors of official statistics, among 

these naturally also crime and criminal justice statistics, with the aim of adopting statistical 

standards, coordinating technical and capacity building programmes and ensuring the 

production of high quality statistics that responds to data needs of policy makers and other 

stakeholders, including the general public. In the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, 

Statistical Commission also set ethical and operational norms for official statistics institutions 

that also serve as basic quality framework. The Fundamental Principles were adopted as a UN 

General Assembly resolution in 2014. These principles ensure that official statistics are 

independent from political influence, objective, comparable, transparent, and are based on 

established scientific methodologies and standards. 

The Statistical Commission ensures international comparability and comparability over time as 

well as coherence with other statistical domains, and supports countries to establish efficient 

and sustainable national statistical systems and to implement statistical standards. 

The COVID-pandemic brought to the forefront the critical need for data that decision-makers 

need in crisis situations, when time-sensitive decisions have to be brought to avoid the more 

dramatic consequences of a crisis, and to support recovery strategies. 
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National statistical offices adapted quickly to the immensely increased data needs, by adopting 

new methods and switching to new data sources to bridge data gaps and to produce more 

timely data. 

NSOs thus played a central role in the COVID responses of Governments all over the world. I 

would like to note that as a “side effect”, this also meant a considerable progress in the 

availability of internationally comparable data on the SDGs. 

Despite the serious improvements, data gaps still exist, in particular in terms of geographic 

coverage, disaggregation and timeliness. Another type of data gaps relates to social phenomena 

where latency is more pronounced, that authorities have more difficulty to identify, where 

victims are reluctant or unable to reveal the harm they endure. Besides social exclusion or 

deprivation, this is also true for many types of crimes like gender-related or domestic violence, 

violence against children, human trafficking, for crimes where the offenders cooperate, like 

bribery and corruption, and for drug-related crimes. Despite the existing gaps, improvements in 

the availability of such data have been enormous, due to modernisation and innovation in 

official statistics. 

The development of statistics that build on multiple data sources, the integration of data 

coming from various traditional and non-traditional sources of statistics can gradually bridge 

these data gaps, as national statistical offices have shown over the last few years. The 

integration of statistical and geospatial information is especially important in producing more 

granular and disaggregated data. Modern tools and techniques, like artificial intelligence can 

also improve the coverage and the quality of official statistics in some of these critical areas. 

We also found that countries with integrated survey systems and sound information technology 

infrastructure were more resilient both in terms of statistical operations and in the authorities 

evidence-based response to the crisis. Another important lesson learned from the COVID crisis 

was that those NSOs that were able to introduce new procedures and methods, and built 

partnerships, could also better cope with the increased data needs and could better bridge data 

gaps. 

Investing in data and information infrastructure is therefore critical. Weaknesses in data and 

information systems present an added challenge to decision makers. Increased investments in 

national data and statistical systems and the mobilization of additional international and 
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domestic resources are imperative if we are to recover faster from the crisis and accelerate 

implementation of the SDGs at the same time. 

The last decade has been a success in terms of collaboration between official statistics and 

crime and criminal justice institutions. 

Starting from the ground-breaking ‘Road map to improve the quality and availability of 

crime statistics at the national and international level’ endorsed in 2013, followed by the 

adoption of the International Classification of Crime for Statistical Purposes (ICCS) in 

2015, there has been a close cooperation between official statisticians and national 

practitioners, also reflected by coherent deliberations taken by our respective Commissions. 

In March, this year, the 53rd session of the UN Statistical Commission reviewed the recent 

international work on statistics on crime and criminal justice and endorsed two important 

statistical instruments: 

• the conceptual framework for the statistical measurement of illicit financial flows, 

developed under the joint leadership of UNODC and UNCTAD – and 

• the statistical framework for measuring the gender-related killing of women and 

girls led by UNODC and UN Women. 

The Commission also welcomed the ‘SDG16 Survey Initiative’, a ready-to-use modular 

survey package that can be implemented by national authorities to fill the acute data gaps on 

SDG indicators related to access to justice, corruption, trafficking in persons and violence. 

Let me highlight how one of these standards, the statistical framework to measure gender-

related killings of women and men, can be of practical use. 

According to UNODC, only 95 countries can produce at least one national estimate of the 

number of women killed by their partners or other family members between 2010-2020 and 

only 58 countries could produce such a measure in 2020. Currently, only a handful of countries 

is able to go beyond partner and family killings to measure the whole spectrum of what is 

commonly known as femicide. 

With the implementation of the new statistical framework by national authorities, more 

comprehensive and comparable statistics will be available, not only on the extent of femicide, 

but also on the victims, the perpetrators, and the contexts where such crimes occur. This will 

support policies to combat such crimes. 
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To conclude, I would like to thank the UN functional commissions, as well as the UN agencies 

for the excellent cooperation in the development of official statistics, and in particular the 

Commissions and agencies who organised this exciting event. 


