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I would like to start by thanking the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for the invitation to 
address this 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. ITU and 
UNODC are long-time partners. We also signed an MoU in 2011 to work together towards our 
common goal of ensuring secure use of ICTs.  
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown just how essential ICTs are in our lives now. It has also brought 
deep digital inequalities and new cyber threats to the fore.  
 

In response, ITU has redoubled its efforts to build confidence and security in the use of ICTs. To 
connect the 3.7 billion people who are still unconnected. And to upgrade and secure services with 
emerging technologies ranging from AI to 5G.  
 

When used productively, these technologies are going to be critical for advancing the rule of law in 
the 21st century, helping combat organized crime, including cybercrime, and making the world safer 
from illegal drugs.  
 

In all its work, ITU always puts the emphasis on international collaboration among all stakeholders– 
in the same spirit of cooperation seen in this Congress. 
 

ITU members are currently developing guidelines for greater utilization of the Global Cybersecurity 
Agenda, which offers a framework for international cooperation, taking into account the recent 
developments in ICT security. I am happy that UNODC is also contributing to the process.  
 
May we enhance trust in the use of ICTs together, especially through the World Summit on the 
Information Society Action Line C5 for which ITU plays the role of facilitator.  
 
And may we continue to create global partnerships for a safer world for all. 
 

I wish you productive discussions. 
 

Thank you.  


