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Mr President, Excellencies, Dear Delegates. 

Good morning, good afternoon and good evening to you all . 

 

I would like to congratulate the Government of Japan and our dear colleagues from the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for the excellent organization of this 14th 

Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, especially during these difficult times. 

Although we at the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control are relatively new to 

the issue of organized crime, we recognize its global importance and are fully committed to 

this work in line with the Sustainable Development Goals, especially SDGs 16, 8 and 3. 

I can, therefore, only applaud the theme of this Congress – Advancing crime prevention, 

criminal justice and the rule of law: towards the achievement of the 2030 Agenda.  

The Convention Secretariat is hosted by the World Health Organization in Geneva and we 

serve two treaties – the WHO FCTC and the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco 

Products. 

Today, I want to highlight the Protocol, which entered into force two years ago and 

currently has 62 Parties – with more Parties expected to join soon.  

I see this forum as a valuable two-way opportunity: allowing many of us new to this field to 

learn from those of you with broad experience in crime prevention and criminal justice, 



while we bring to your attention what we have learned over the years about ongoing illicit 

trade in tobacco products.  

Even though tobacco control is a multisectoral issue that involves sectors like health, 

education, finance and agriculture – to name just a few – with the Protocol we at the WHO 

FCTC are entering and exploring these new fields, such as customs, law enforcement and 

the judiciary.  

Illicit trade in any form or for any product or substance impacts economies, and illicit trade 

in tobacco is no exception.  

Tobacco taxation is the most effective individual measure for curbing tobacco use and also 

is a source of revenue to finance sustainable development.  

Acting to eliminate illicit trade in tobacco products can safeguard these revenues, which are 

desperately needed in this moment when governments are looking for sources of funding to 

help finance recovery efforts during and after the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Illicit trade and organized crime threaten this source of income and undermine public 

health. 

Therefore, it is my hope that we can collaborate in the near future on the prevention, 

detection and prosecution of crimes related to illicit tobacco.  

I wish you all good luck and fruitful deliberations during this Congress.  

Thank you very much. 


