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at the 14th UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

7-12 March 2021 

Kyoto, Japan 

 
 

Mr. President,  

Excellencies, 
Ladies and gentlemen. 

On behalf of the Royal Government of Bhutan, I would like to extend my warm greetings to 

all the distinguished participants. I would also like to extend my appreciation to the 

Government of Japan for hosting this Congress and to the Secretariat, for their preparations. 

 

Mr. President, 

Please accept my heartfelt congratulations for your election to the Presidency of the Fourteenth 

UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice.  

In view of the nature of transnational organized crime that operates beyond national and 

regional boundaries, Bhutan is committed in its efforts towards combating criminal activities 

of any nature and forms, and will continue to support all global initiatives. Bhutan joins the 

world community in strongly condemning all acts of crimes that distorts the happiness and 

prosperity of humanity.  

 

Mr. President, 

As we all know, society continues to be plagued by terrorism, smuggling of narcotics and 

psychotropic substances, money laundering and trafficking in persons. Such crimes negate 

peace, prosperity and security of nations. Indeed, the world at large has observed the crippling 

effects these criminal acts can have on states, reversing years of hard-won development gains. 

The scarce resources which are to be invested on the welfare of one’s people must inevitably 

be diverted towards combating such ills. More grievous than the socio economic development 

losses, is the heart wrenching loss of life, victimization of innocent people and deprivation of 

basic human rights.  

 

 

Mr. President, 
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Drug trafficking is yet another dreadful crime that continues to be an important concern today 

for every National Government. It is a crime that affects our youths by depriving them of the 

opportunity to become productive citizens and take part in nation building. 

 

Mr. President, 

Human trafficking deprives individuals of their basic human rights, disportionatley impacting 

the most vulnerable. Organized crime continues to proliferate taking advantage of apparent 

loopholes in national and international systems. Indeed, financing of terrorism, involving 

proceeds of crime continues to be a serious threat to the global security. It is crucial that terrorist 

and criminal groups are deprived of financial resources to diminish their strength and purpose.   

We have all been affected by the scourge of transnational crimes in varying degrees. Terrorist 

activities in one country jeopardises peace and security in the region and world at large. 

Similarly, drug trafficking, human trafficking and money laundering also operate beyond 

borders. Therefore, a strong and coordinated international effort to combat criminal activities 

in all its forms and manifestations is critical. Bhutan on its part stands ready to support such 

measures that will contribute to creating crime free societies.  

Thank you and Tashi Delek. 

****** 


