
Speech of Mr Jānis Brodāns, Deputy Prime Minister of Republic of Latvia, Minister of 

Justice of the Republic of Latvia for 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice 

 

Mr Chair, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Republic of Latvia congratulates the Government of Japan and all the countries participating 

in the 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice. 

Latvia has always stood strong for mutual respect, mutual equality and compliance with 

commonly agreed rules between human beings and between countries.  We believe that the 

core answer to crime prevention must also lay there.  

You already must have heard, that today, as we are speaking, the number of people living in 

world is higher than the total number of all the people who ever lived before. The number of 

people is growing rapidly and according to all known future scenarios people will be moving 

to cities. Besides all the good that the future megacities will bring to the humanity, they will 

also bring the crime on scale and technological innovation, which we can barely imagine. We 

must not let this modern Pandora box be opened.  

When anticipating the very near future, I think we all understand that the emphasis must switch 

from combating crime to the crime prevention. But we cannot continue business as usual on 

that matter.  Therefore, we must re-think and upscale our strategies for crime prevention. We 

must be more innovative in crime prevention, than criminals will in their criminal minds.  

Ambitious goals can only be achieved, if we work together in a true spirit of multilateralism. 

Republic of Latvia strongly supports evidence–based crime prevention, tailor made crime 

prevention strategies for children and youth, eradication of terrorism and human trafficking, 

child pornography and immigrant smuggling.  

But we must remember, no human being is born a criminal and no human being is born a 

victim. It is the lack of dignity, empathy and justice in their neighborhood that turns them to 

become the victims and the criminals. A human being who feels free, respected, a contributing 

and valued member of the society will not break the law, just because he or she is afraid of the 

punishment, but because harming other people goes against his or her moral values. We cannot 

build future crime prevention on grounds of tracking people and threatening them with 

prosecution and punishment. 

We must take seriously the principle of human dignity enshrined in all cultures and religions 

across the world. We can find it also in the Universal Declaration of Human rights. Long term 

crime prevention strategies will succeed if we will create time and space for every human being 

to contribute to society with dignity and mutual respect. 

Thank you! 

 

 


