
1 
 

 

ADDRESS BY THE HON. PROF. EPHRAIM KAMUNTU, 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS, 

GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA  

 

 

AT THE 14TH UNITED NATIONS CONGRESS ON CRIME 

PREVENTION AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE,  

 

 

7TH – 12TH MARCH 2021 KYOTO, JAPAN 

DELIVERED MONDAY 8TH MARCH, 2021 

 

Theme: “ADVANCING CRIME PREVENTION, CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

AND RULE OF LAW: TOWARDS THE ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 2030 

AGENDA” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

Your Excellency, the President of the 14th UN Crime Congress, 

Your Excellency, the Secretary General of the UN,  

Your Excellency, the President of the 75th Session of the UN General 

Assembly, 

Madam, Executive Director of UNODC, 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

On behalf of Government and people of Uganda, I wish to convey our 

sincere and deep-felt appreciation to the host Government of Japan, for the 

warm welcome and the traditional Japanese hospitality extended to me and 

my delegation since we arrived in this Country. It is a great pleasure 

indeed to be in this beautiful City of Kyoto as it hosts the UN Congress on 

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice for the second time in 50 years. 

 

We also commend the organizers of this Congress for the excellent work 

done especially during these very challenging times when the entire world 

is fighting Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

I bring you warm greetings from our President, His Excellency Yoweri 

Kaguta Museveni and the entire people of Uganda. 

 

Your Excellency, 

The physical presence of high level Uganda Delegation at this very 

important event underscores the commitment of Uganda Government to 

upholding the rule of law, constitutionalism, democracy, and ensuring that 

crime prevention and criminal justice for all her citizens are achieved.  
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The theme of this 14th Crime Congress: “Advancing Crime Prevention, 

Criminal Justice and the Rule of Law: Towards the Achievement of the 

2030 Agenda” is very timely. We are confident that the Kyoto Declaration 

will build and consolidate the gains made from the Doha Declaration 

adopted six years ago in Qatar. 

 

On the theme of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, Uganda is a 

signatory to most of the key International Legal Instruments and 

scrupulously abides by the State Party obligations.  

 

When world leaders adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development, they pledged to ensure “no one will be left behind” by 

taking explicit action to end extreme poverty and eliminate inequalities.  

 

Uganda remains committed to the acceleration and realisation of the 2030 

Agenda and the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Amidst the ongoing 

Covid-19 pandemic, we realize now, more than ever before, the need to 

remain focused on the critical efforts to achieve the overarching 2030 

Agenda. Like any other country in the world, Uganda had to respond to the 

onslaught of the Covid-19 pandemic. The Government developed 

guidelines and Standard Operating Procedures to standardise and align its 

response. We combined systematic testing, tracing, quarantining and 

treatment with restrictions on movement and contact – aiming to suppress 

transmission of the virus. This was combined with widespread media 

campaign to sensitise the public about the virus, its transmission and how 

to avoid the same. These measures have been effective. 

 

Uganda has made specific interventions to advance Sustainable 

Development Goal number 16 even in the midst of the Covid-19 

pandemic. For instance, mobile court sessions are held in prisons while 

following the Standard Operating Procedures; 31 plea bargain sessions 

were held, handling a total of 2,144 cases- where accused persons pleaded 



4 
 

guilty and negotiated their sentences online with the prosecution and the 

Courts. This plea bargain program has benefitted more than 5,200 inmates. 

Similarly, virtual conference court sessions are being held. These 

interventions helped and continue to help Uganda to deliver justice in spite 

of the continuing Covid-19 pandemic. Infrastructural improvements 

focused on alternative modes of punishment away from traditional 

incarceration have been made to deal with increased numbers in 

incarceration centers during the pandemic. 

 

In advancing the rule of law and good governance, Uganda successfully 

held General Elections on January 14th 2021 during the Covid-19 

pandemic while observing strict Covid-19 Standard Operating Procedures 

put in place by the Government. The elections were free, fair and credible. 

 

Nevertheless, COVID-19 pandemic has left an indelible mark on the 

administration of justice. The most glaring examples have been the 

increase in domestic violence cases specifically targeting women, children 

and other vulnerable groups.  

 

Some of the lessons learned from the pandemic include accelerated need 

for digital transformation in service delivery especially with regard to 

citizenship engagement and empowerment and need for intra-sectoral 

linkages in service delivery especially in Sexual and Gender-based 

Violence, Child Justice, Transitional Justice, Human Rights and 

Commercial Justice.  

 

Your Excellency, 

Uganda has made tremendous efforts in advancing crime prevention, 

criminal justice and the rule of law as mentioned below:   
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Uganda recently enacted the Administration of the Judiciary law of 2020 

to ensure the independence of the Judiciary and improve its terms and 

conditions of service for effective, efficient and timely delivery of justice 

to all. 

 

To ensure that criminal justice is delivered, Uganda established the Anti 

Corruption Division of the High Court to specifically handle corruption 

and abuse of office related crimes. The presence of the Whistleblower’s 

Protection Law has increased confidence in people reporting corruption 

and abuse of office-related matters. In addition, the Inspectorate of 

Government is implementing the Asset Recovery Intervention from 

persons convicted of corruption and abuse of office offences. 

 

Uganda also has a government agency that implements the Anti-Money 

Laundering Law in place.  

 

Uganda in the same spirit has Witness Protection Program and the law to 

operationalize it, is being developed. 

 

Government also established the International Crimes Division of the High 

Court to deal with international crimes like terrorism and crimes against 

humanity under the Rome Statute.  

 

Equally, to curb wildlife related crimes, Uganda in 2019 reviewed its 

wildlife law to put measures in place for enhanced conservation and 

protection of wildlife which also provides for stringent penalties for 

wildlife related crimes to deter the offenders and would be offenders from 

those crimes.  
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For expeditious handling of wildlife related offences, Uganda has 

established a specific Wildlife and Utilities tribunal.  

Uganda has also tightened measures at its borders and international airport 

to curb trans-boundary crimes including trafficking in persons, drugs 

trafficking, illegal transiting of wildlife and mineral productions among 

other organized crimes.      

 

Your Excellency,  

Beyond our national borders, Uganda has been a major contributor to 

regional peace and security and is a host to a large refugee population of 

over 1.5 million reflecting the benefits of Government’s efforts for 

sustained peace, security, and stability. Uganda is an island of peace in the 

region. 

 

As a country, we remain committed to supporting global and regional 

counter-terrorism efforts, fighting corruption, ending human trafficking, 

fighting the global menace of drug abuse and trafficking, cyber-crime and 

transnational organised crimes. 

 

Rule of law is a global concern and must be given the urgency it deserves 

by all, at all times.  

 

The major aspect of the Rule of Law is the Criminal Justice System. The 

emergence of trans-boundary crime, money laundering, terrorism 

financing and others, is a sign that we need a global effort to fight crime. 

Mutual Legal Assistance, for example, is pivotal in the dispensation of 

criminal justice. Mutual Legal Assistance is only possible if countries 

discover and embrace the need for a joint approach in fighting crime. 

Uganda, therefore, calls upon Member States to join hands and make ever 

greater efforts for a major breakthrough in advancing crime prevention, 

and eventually realising effective delivery of criminal justice. 
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Your Excellency, 

We would also like to highlight some of the challenges that Uganda faces 

in its efforts to realise peace, security, stability and sustainable social 

economic development. These include the sophistication with which 

crimes are now being committed, limited resources for timely 

investigation and handling of these crimes, absence of extradition treaties 

between States. The trans-boundary nature of crimes makes it difficult for 

timely and effective handling.  

 

I therefore, call upon all Member States especially developed Member 

States to increase technical and other forms of assistance and support to 

the least developed Member States in order to prevent crime and deliver 

criminal justice effectively. This is even more urgent with the effects of 

Covid-19 pandemic which has had so much negative impact on the socio-

economic and political development and slowed down achievement of the 

2030 Agenda. Such technical assistance should be inclusive of border and 

immigration systems; countering cyber-crime in its ever evolving nature; 

identity and data management systems; and other related fields.  

 

Your Excellency, Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates,  

In conclusion, today more than ever before, we are all faced with more 

sophisticated mechanisms of committing crimes.  

 

The insidious consequences of crime in the face of Covid-19 pandemic 

and strained recourses among other challenges, makes it difficult to 

prevent and deal with criminal justice.  

 

It is at gatherings like this, that we come together to seek solutions for 

effective crime prevention and better delivery of criminal justice for 

sustainable peace, security and socio-economic development that will 
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foster the Rule of Law without which, 2030 Development Agenda cannot 

be achieved.  

 

I thank you for your kind attention and wish you all a successful 

Crime Congress 2021. 


