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Madame President, Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

1. First of all, I would like to express my special thanks to the Government of Japan and the 

secretariat for organizing the 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal 

Justice during these difficult times due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

2. As host country, Austria attaches great importance to the United Nations and in particular 

to its Vienna based Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Since the establishment of the Office, 

we have shown our strong commitment to its operations and I assure you that we will 

continue to do so in the future.  

3. Austria fully supports the Declaration and fully aligns itself with the statement made by the 

European Union. In addition, I would like to add the following remarks: 

4. The advancement of the rule of law at national and international levels is essential for 

sustainable development, the eradication of poverty and the full realization of human rights 

and fundamental freedoms.  

5. Corruption undermines the rule of law, undermines citizens’ trust in state institutions and 

can undo years of efforts and investment in sustainable development. Therefore, Austria 

continues to place great importance on the global fight against corruption. We support both 

UNODC projects and the International Anti-Corruption Academy as an independent center of 

excellence in the field of anti-corruption education, research and cooperation.  

6. Our standards under the rule of law and the human rights protection are currently being 

tested by violent extremism, radicalization and terrorist attacks. Thus, the promotion of 

ratification and implementation of the international conventions and the protocols related to 

terrorism and the essential role of the UNODC and its Vienna-based Terrorism Prevention 

Branch (TPB) is of great importance to Austria.  

7. Austria is strongly committed to prevent hate crimes by enhancing capabilities of criminal 

justice professionals for recognizing, investigating and prosecuting hate crimes and is also 



investing to help to engage effectively with victims and communities and to build public 

confidence and cooperation with criminal justice agencies.  

8. In addition, promoting gender equality and the advancement of women in crime 

prevention and criminal justice is another priority for Austria. This includes the gender 

dimension in the protection of victims and witnesses of crime, the treatment of female 

prisoners, the non-discriminatory access to justice as well as the advancement of women in 

security and justice institutions, including in decision-making and leadership positions.  

9. The UN Crime Congress has already proven its worth in the past and I am sure that the 

congress will also be a valuable enrichment for all of us. I wish you a fruitful conference and 

thank you for your attention.  

 

 

 


