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Education in schools and universities on anti-corruption efforts  
 
According to the Law on the Anti-Corruption Agency (hereinafter referred 
to as the ACA), the ACA is introducing and implementing education 
programs concerning corruption, co-operates with research organizations 
and civil society organizations (CSO) in implementing corruption 
prevention activities. Anti-corruption endeavours of the ACA related to 
education also encompass certain programmes in which schools and 
universities have also been included.  
 
International Projects 
 
Cooperation with universities has been realized in the framework of two 
internationally funded projects, which were successfully implemented. 
Namely, the ACA developed partnership with the civil society and some 
universities of social sciences and humanities aiming to increase the 
knowledge and awareness over anti-cooperation issues among students. 
Project paid special attention to prevention of corruption through 
organization of specialized training courses to students and recent 
graduates in the field of anti-corruption, and by establishing network of 
interns from the ACA. Topics of the training modules pertained to 
corruption as a cultural, economic and political phenomenon, captured 
state theory, Serbia's anti-corruption legal framework, money laundering, 
public procurement, audit of public finances, free access to information, 
etc. The program, called “Anti-corruption skills” has lasted for two months 
and after the series of lectures and workshops students took an exam, 
assessing their knowledge. Based on the results of the exam, seven 
students were selected to join sponsored internship at the various sectors 
of the ACA.  
 
Apart from that, the ACA has also implemented the project “Youth Sleuth: 
Engaging Serbia’s Youth to Fight Corruption through Investigative 
Journalism and Social Media” (implemented through assistance of the 
UNDP) which was to reduce corruption by raising public awareness and 
fueling intolerance. In partnership with CSOs and the ACA, young 
journalists conducted independent, non-offensive and professional 
research based on which they wrote and disseminated stories, case 
studies and investigative articles on corruption through web sites, blogs, 



Facebook, Twitter, etc. Their publication through social media was to both 
uncover facts and mobilize outcry against corruption.  As a result of the 
research work of these students, 25 very important stories and articles 
were published in almost all printing media in Serbia as well as some web 
portals.  
 
Within the project “Support to the Anti-Corruption Agency in Fight against 
Corruption” (implemented through assistance of the Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs) the network of 42 interns was established, consisting of 
young professionals, students of final study year or graduated students, 
selected from several faculties of social sciences. Six cycles of 4-month 
internship program (each encompassing seven interns) were organized, 
with the aim of contributing to general and professional awareness raising 
on fight against corruption through the education. This project component 
was focused on bringing closer the significance of fight against corruption 
to young people and encouraging them to take into account their possible 
future professional engagement in the respective area. As a follow up 
activity of this project, group of interns and internship candidates was 
offered a three day training program, in the form of training for 
instructors. After the training a team was formed consisting of 22 
educators, whose primary activity was promoting a competition launched 
by the ACA on the occasion of the International Anti-Corruption Day. The 
educators promoted the competition in elementary and high schools in 
Belgrade. In addition, former ACA interns founded two CSOs and 
continued promoting the significance of curbing corruption and 
contributing to anti-corruption awareness raising through projects, 
especially focusing on young population. In cooperation with the ACA, the 
respective CSOs conducted anti-corruption trainings in the selected 
schools in Serbia. The ACA also used capacities of interns for the purpose 
of its researches related to integrity plan verification in the corruption 
prone areas.  
 
Cooperation Agreements 
 
Cooperation with some of education institutions has also been formalized 
through Cooperation Agreements. The ACA signed Cooperation 
Agreements with four faculties, i. e. Faculty of Political Sciences 
(Belgrade), Faculty of Law (Belgrade), Academy of Criminalistic and 
Police Studies (Belgrade) and Faculty of Organizational Sciences 
(Belgrade). These Agreements established a basis for continuous 
and long-term cooperation which, inter alia, relates to education 
and trainings in the anti-corruption and related fields to be 
provided to interested students by the ACA experts, but also to 
ACA staff on the part of relevant professors and lecturers from the 
respective educational institutions; strengthening professional 
and research capacities through exchange of experiences and 
information in the area of prevention and fight against corruption; 



supporting each others' anti-corruption initiatives, etc.  
 
In particular the Cooperation Agreement with the Faculty of Law 
also addresses continuation of close cooperation between ACA 
and Anti-Corruption Legal Clinic within the Faculty of Law for the 
purpose of training of interested students of law on practical skills 
and methods required for competent and professional execution 
of their future jobs. Since the initiation of this Legal Clinic, the 
ACA has significantly contributed to its operation through lectures 
given by the ACA's experts, donations of relevant literature, 
provision of legal aid to the clients of the Clinic, etc. 
 
Raising awareness on combating corruption 
 
On the occasion of International Anti-Corruption Day, to date the 
ACA has organized six competitions related to primary, high schools and 
university students in Serbia, thus inviting them to present their literary 
or journalist text, artwork, audio-visual work and slogans on the given 
topic. The best works were given awards. These activities were focused 
on raising awareness of citizens, primarily pupils and their teachers, on 
the necessity for active involvement in fighting corruption. The ACA also 
conducts occasional trainings for students and young population related to 
combating corruption. 
 
Corruption risk assessment in education area 
 
By implementing the methodology for corruption risk assessment in 
legislation, the ACA analyzes pieces of legislation governing the area of 
textbooks for elementary and high schools with an aim to identify 
provisions susceptible to corruption as well as corruption related risks and 
provide the corresponding recommendations. These risks relate to, inter 
alia, process of selection of textbooks as well as criteria for making final 
decision.  
 
In addition, in its capacity to coordinate the state bodies in the prevention 
of corruption, the ACA organized series of meetings addressing the 
problem of corruption in education. Namely, based on the risks identified 
in the integrity plans but also in the relevant legislation, the ACA initiated 
establishment of the working group (composed of the line Ministry and 
other important stakeholders' representatives) who drafted the 
recommendations for improvement of the institutional and legislative 
framework. Risks have been prevalent in the area of transparency and 
public procurement.  
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Article 13 

Education anti-corruption programmes 

 

• According to the Law on ACA, the ACA is introducing and implementing 

education programs concerning corruption, co-operates with research 

organizations and civil society organizations in implementing corruption 

prevention activities. Cooperation pertains to joint activities in the implementation 

of the National Anti-Corruption Strategy (NACS), Action Plan, educational 

programs, analyzing the state of corruption, organizing media campaigns and 

other activities relevant for prevention of corruption.  According to the recently 

adopted NACS, the ACA is to establish a system for continuous coordination and 

training for civil society organizations; 

• In order to unify the process of cooperation with civil society, being of utmost 

significance for the Article 13 of the UNCAC, ACA drafted Guidelines for its 

cooperation with civil society, regulating principles, preconditions and types of 

the respective cooperation.  

• With the technical assistance of the USAID Justice Reform and Government 

Accountability Project, ACA developed partnership with the civil society and 

some universities of social sciences and humanities aiming to increase the 

knowledge and awareness over anti-cooperation issues among students. Project 

pays special attention to prevention of corruption through organisation of 

specialised training courses to students and recent graduates in the field of anti-

corruption, and by establishing network of interns from the ACA. Topics of the 

training modules pertain to corruption as a cultural, economic and political 

phenomenon, captured state theory, Serbia's anti-corruption legal framework, 

money laundering, public procurement, audit of public finances, free access to 

information, etc. The program, called “Anti-corruption skills” has lasted for two 

months and after the series of lectures and workshops students took an exam, 

assessing their knowledge. Based on the results of the exam, 7 students were 

selected to join sponsored internship at the ACA. The internship program will last 

3 months and it will start in September 2013; This training course was intended to 

be the pilot program, with similar educational and tailor-made anti-corruption 

programmes being consequently developed and incorporated into regular 

universities as well as high schools' curricula; 



• Within the project “Support to the ACA in Fight against Corruption” 

(implemented through technical assistance of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs) the network of 42 interns was established, consisting of young 

professionals, students of final study year or graduated students, selected from 

several faculties of social sciences. Six cycles of 4-month internship program 

(each encompassing 7 interns) were organized, with the aim of contributing to 

general and professional awareness raising on fight against corruption through the 

education. They attended various lectures organized by the ACA on regular basis, 

pertaining to issues such as corruption prevention, political party funding, 

complaints and whistle-blower protection, control and prevention of conflict of 

interest, asset declaration control, registers, international anti-corruption legal 

framework, public relations, state administration, etc. They also participated in 

everyday ACA's activities and gained their first professional experience. This 

project component was focused on bringing closer the significance of fight 

against corruption to young people and encouraging them to take into account 

their possible future professional engagement in the respective area. Internship 

candidates not having passed the selection process were also offered a three day 

seminar program on corruption prevention mechanisms and an additional seminar 

was organized for other students who had expressed an interest in undertaking this 

kind of education in the meantime; 

• As a follow up activity of this project, group of interns and internship candidates 

from 2011 and 2012 was offered a three day training program, in the form of 

training for instructors, based on which a group of peer educators on fight against 

corruption would be formed. After the training a team was formed consisting of 

22 educators, whose primary activity was promoting a competition launched by 

the ACA on the occasion of the International Anti-Corruption Day. The educators 

promoted the competition in primary schools and high schools in Belgrade. Some 

team members, who were also members of non-government youth organizations, 

took on the project idea, and applied for donations in partnership with the ACA.  

 

Public awareness programmes for children 

 

• ACA children's page, as a part of ACA's official website 

(http://www.acas.rs/sr_cir/deja-strana.html), pertains to engagement through 

public competitions, learning about corruption and its consequences through 

pictures and comic. On the occasion of 9 December, the International Anti-

corruption Day, the ACA has issued three calls for application so far, notably in 

2010, 2011 and 2012. The competition relates to primary, high school and 

university students in Serbia, inviting them to present their literary or journalist 

text, artwork, audio-visual work and slogans on the given topic. The best works 

were given awards. These activities are focused on raising awareness of citizens, 

primarily pupils and their teachers, on the necessity for active involvement in 

fighting corruption. Schools, which had motivated and encouraged their pupils to 

participate in the competition for the third consecutive year were awarded special 



prizes.  

 

Internet as a successful platform 

 

• The project “Youth Sleuth: Engaging Serbia’s Youth to Fight Corruption 

through Investigative  Journalism and Social Media” (implemented through 

technical assistance of the UNDP) is to reduce corruption by raising public 

awareness and fuelling intolerance; In partnership with NGOs and the ACA, 

young journalists conduct independent, non-offensive and professional research 

based on which they write and disseminate stories, case studies and investigative 

articles on corruption through web sites, blogs, Facebook, Twitter, etc.; 

 

• A group of nine students and at the same time highly motivated young journalists 

was competitively selected to intern in three highly renowned NGOs: 

Transparency Serbia, Eutopija, Serbia on the Move which deal with corruption 

issues; these students are to research corruption in Serbia in parallel with learning 

investigative journalism skills. Their publication through social media is to both 

uncover facts and mobilize outcry against corruption; The respective NGOs are 

capacitated to coach and counsel young journalists, to provide them with 

information and baseline for investigative stories and help them publishing stories 

through internet and social networks; The investigative stories are also available 

on ACA's website (via direct links); As a result of the research work of these 

students, 25 very important stories and articles were published in almost all 

printing media in Serbia as well as some web portals;   

• Facebook page within this project, notably “Mi-To ne damo” (“We don't give 

bribe”), being administered by young journalists themselves; 

• The Project “Support to the establishment of the ACA” (implemented through 

technical assistance of EU), i. e. its component regarding Raising Public 

Awareness and launching the micro website “Report corruption!” 

(www.prijavikorupciju.rs) pertains to the significant visitors' increase on ACA's 

Facebook page; the respective campaign used, inter alia, the following 

communication channels: TV and radio stations with national coverage, daily 

newspapers, social media (primarily Facebook, Twitter, blogs), websites. 

 

Impact of public campaigns 

• After launching Public Awareness campaign within the Project “Support to the 

establishment of the ACA” and  the micro website “Report corruption!”, 

visitors' number both on FB and Twitter page of ACA doubled in comparison to 

the period prior to the respective campaign and is still increasing; so far 3.465 FB 

page likes, out of which 20% and 33% of users being 18-24 and 25-34 years old, 

respectively; 1.769 followers on Twitter; FB and Twitter page are also accessible 



through the ACA's official website. 

 

Challenges 

 

• Many of media outlets, daily print and electronic, are oriented to sensational 

stories/journalism, without real professional investigative journalism principles;   

• Given that the ACA attaches great importance to the cooperation with civil society, 

one of the main challenges in this regard relates to the fact that there are few very 

experienced NGOs dealing with fight against corruption. However, further 

development of fight against corruption NGO network is needed; 

• Communication challenges in reaching young people are being solved through 

ACA's FB and Twitter page, as well as young journalists stories (in the 

aforementioned project) disseminated through  various Internet channels. 

 

Technical assistance 

 

• Interactive case studies Workshops with students, journalists and different AC 

institutions; 

• Educational Youth programmes/campuses; 

• Developing an adequate curriculas suitable to be used through social networks such 

as on-line courses, different videos, short movies, animations, games.  
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