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Introduction 
 

A. Objectives of the Tenth United Nations Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of 
Criminal Justice Systems 

 
1. The United Nations Survey of Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems started in 1978, with the objective of 

collecting statistical data on the main components of criminal justice systems. The Economic and Social Council, in its resolution 
1984/48 of 25 May 1984, requested the Secretary-General to maintain and develop the United Nations crime-related database by 
continuing to conduct surveys of crime trends and operations of criminal justice systems. Nine Surveys have been conducted so far. 

2. Responding to the mandate of Council resolution 2005/23 of 22 July 20051, an open-ended expert group on ways and means of 
improving crime data collection, research and analysis with a view to enhancing the work of UNODC and other relevant international 
entities met in Vienna in February 2006.2 Experts made recommendations to revise the questionnaire used for the United Nations 
Survey on Crime Trends and Operations of Criminal Justice Systems.  

3. On the basis of the experts’ recommendations, the questionnaire for the Tenth Survey was revised in a way that maintains continuity 
with the questionnaires for the Sixth, Seventh, Eighth and Ninth Surveys, which covered the period 1995-2004. Particular attention 
was given to improving and clarifying definitions, and collecting data on context and metadata (see Annex). Furthermore, 
collaboration with Interpol, the Statistical Office of the European Commission (Eurostat), and the European Sourcebook of Crime 
and Criminal Justice Statistics3 resulted in the alignment of several definitions across different international data collections.  

4. The main goal of the Tenth Survey, covering the period 2005 -2006, is to collect data on the incidence of reported crime and the 
operations of criminal justice systems with a view to improving the analysis and dissemination of that information throughout the 
international community.  

5. The data gathered by the Tenth Survey, as was the case in each of the previous sweeps of the survey, is critical in providing insights 
into overall global crime and criminal justice trends. The data builds on that already collected, providing a unique insight into global 
crime trends since the mid-1970s. Results may assist in providing an overview of relationships between various parts of the criminal 
justice system, to promote informed decision-making in administration, at the national and international levels, and to determine the 
most appropriate issues and areas for technical assistance. 

B. Instructions for completing the questionnaire 
1.  The instructions in the paragraphs below should be carefully studied before the questionnaire is completed. The questionnaire is 

compiled in such a way that it can be divided up between different agencies and reassembled in the central responding office before it 
is returned. Partial replies should be reviewed by the coordinating office/ officer to ensure that the jurisdictions to which the data 
refer (for example, national or federal jurisdictions) are clearly defined and that the data are statistically valid. It is important to 
review the replies in all parts of the questionnaire for consistency. The coordinating officer is responsible for distributing the various 
parts of the questionnaire to the competent agencies and returning the complete responses to UNODC. Electronic versions and 
interactive forms of the questionnaire can be found at www.unodc.org/unodc/en/crime_survey_tenth.html 

2.  Respondents completing the tables are requested to keep the following in mind: 
(a) If figures provided in one table differ significantly from one year to the next, the discrepancy should be explained in the 

space for comments to the table; 
(b) If it is not possible to provide data as classified or defined in a table, an attempt should be made to adjust the data as far as 

possible and to describe the steps involved in the space for comments to the table; 
(c) If data are not yet available for the requested year, provisional data or estimates may be inserted and noted accordingly; 
(d) Please note that it will be assumed that tables/parts of tables left blank refer to information that is not available, unless 

specified in the relevant space for comments; 
(e) In most cases, the calendar year should be used as the reporting period. Where some other annual period is used, such as a 

fiscal year not corresponding to the calendar year, that fact should be noted; 
(f) Statistics on such matters as criminal justice personnel, court action and the prison population should include data from all 

levels of government, that is, from the national, state and local authorities. 
3. Requests for any clarification or further information in respect of this questionnaire should be addressed to the Division of Policy 

Analysis and Public Affairs, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, P.O. Box 500, A-1400 Vienna, Austria. Such requests can 
also be sent by fax (+43 1 26060 7 5624) or by e-mail (cts@unodc.org). 

                                                 
1 Economic and Social Council Resolution 2005/23 of 22 July 2005 on “Strengthening reporting on crime”. 
2 E/CN.15/2006/4 
3 www.europeansourcebook.org  


