










In this issue
Afghanistan continues to be the major global source of opium production. While heroin is primarily produced 
in Afghanistan, it is possible that heroin production also takes place outside Afghanistan. �e opiates produced 
in Afghanistan are tra�cked to every region of the world except Latin America.�e Balkan route continues 
to play a major role in supplying opiates to the markets in Islamic Republic of Iran, Turkey and Europe.
 
�is Short Update is intended to provide an update on the latest developments in the early stages of the 
Balkan route from Afghanistan to Turkey, including latest developments in Iraq and Syria related to the 
Afghan opiate trade.
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