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Salvador as in one year at the global level. After the 
truce, however, the monthly homicide rate was 
more than halved (averaging 2.8 per 100,000 pop-
ulation) from March 2012 to February 2013. This 
sudden reduction provides an indirect quantifica-
tion of the homicidal violence that could be 
directly attributed to gang-related conflict in the 
period before the truce. In parallel with the decline 
in homicides since the truce, there also appears to 
have been a slight decline in some other criminal 
activities, according to data on crime reported (see 
figure 2.1.6). 

For example, levels of extortion, a crime typically 
associated with gangs, appear to have decreased 
slightly since the truce but are still extremely high 
throughout the country, particularly its eastern 
region (see map 2.1.2).

Despite an overall decline in violent crime rates, 
especially the homicide rate, the situation remains 
fluid and fragile. According to surveys in 2012 and 
2013, just over 50 per cent of the population felt 
that the truce had helped to reduce crime,11 sug-
gesting that the benefits of the truce have yet to be 
perceived by the population with an intensity 
reflecting the drop in the homicide rate.

Elsewhere in Central America, gang truces have 
seen mixed results. For example, in Honduras, a 
truce agreement has been in place since May 2013 
but, in contrast to the situation in El Salvador, the 

11 Instituto Universitario de Opinion Publica (2013). Data 
relates to the sum of answers “a lot”, “some” and “a little” 
to the question “In your opinion, how much has the truce 
between gangs reduced crime?” 

number of homicides did not decrease in the period 
immediately following the truce.12 This may be 
attributable to differences in the gangs themselves, 
as gangs in Honduras may be less organized and 
less hierarchical than those in El Salvador, possibly 
making it more difficult for gang leaders to impose 
their will over the various factions. 

12 Instituto Universitario de Democracia, Paz y Seguridad 
(2013). In the month following the truce, there were 614 
murders, an increase from the 599 murders in the month  
preceding the truce. 

Map. 2.1.2: Homicide and extortion rates, by department, El Salvador (2011 and 2012) 

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations.

Source: UNODC elaboration of El Salvador National Police (2013) data.

Fig. 2.1.6: Rates of selected crimes,  
El Salvador (2007-2013)

*Note: Data for 2013 based on data from January-August 2013.

Source: National Police of El Salvador (2013).
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