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Homicide, violence and conflict

Examples of countries with high and 
increasing levels of violence and  
instability not directly related to the 
conflict: South Sudan and Haiti

South Sudan 

South Sudan19 seceded from Sudan in July 2011 
and is still consolidating its transition to independ-
ence. Much of the violence in the country is linked 
to resources such as land and livestock, as well as 
to crime and ongoing clashes between various 
armed groups, and to inter-clan disputes. In addi-
tion, ongoing inter-communal violence and resid-
ual armed group activity from the conflict often 
result in large-scale displacement, increasing the 
vulnerability of the population.20 Other sources of 
insecurity include the proliferation of small arms, 
increasing urbanization and limited economic 
opportunities for the country’s very young and 
very poor population.21 

Reliable statistics for observing and analysing 
trends are not yet available, and the available data 

19 The data on which this analysis of South Sudan is based were 
finalized prior to the violence and civil unrest of December 
2013.

20 g7+ (2013a).

21 National Bureau of Statistics, South Sudan (2012). 

should be interpreted with caution in relation to 
its accuracy and coverage.22 Until recently, there 
was no mechanism for collecting data on crime in 
South Sudan and it is likely that most crime is 
under-reported. However, it is possible to identify 
“hot spots” of crime and violence. Based on data 
from the Ministry of Interior and the United 
Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), the 
national homicide rate in 2012 was estimated to 
be 13.9 per 100,000 population, whereas the 2013 
rate is estimated to be 21.3 per 100,000 popula-
tion.23 The increase in 2013 has been driven by 
violence in Jonglei State and in the Wunlit Triangle 
(Lakes, Warrap and Unity States), where homicide 
rates more than doubled in the first half of 2013 
from those observed in 2012, from 25 to over 60 
per 100,000 population, ten times the global aver-
age homicide rate (See map 4.2).

22 The United Nations Police of the United Nations Mission in 
South Sudan (UNMISS) are cataloguing crime statistics, and 
have detailed monthly data available by State since December 
2012.

23 These data are based and projected on six months of data 
from both December 2011-May 2012 and January-June 
2013, as collected by the Ministry of Interior, South Sudan 
(2012a and 2012b) and the UNDPKO-UNMISS Joint Mis-
sion Analysis Centre (JMAC) (2013).
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Map 4.2: Homicide rate, by State, South Sudan (2013)

Note: The boundaries and names shown and the designations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or acceptance by the United Nations. 
Dashed lines represent undetermined boundaries. The final boundary between the Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan has not yet been 
determined. The final status of the Abyei area is not yet determined.
Note: 2013 data are based on statistics for January-May 2013. 

Source: UNDPKO-UNMISS.
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