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Services provided to victims

Additional information

The federal government provides temporary
immigration status and work permits for up to
180 days, as well as medical and psychosocial
support to suspected foreign national victims of
trafficking in Canada. Longer-term immigration
status is available for up to three years when
circumstances warrant. Trafficked foreign
national victims can also access existing permanent resident avenues. Canada’s provinces and
territories administer legal aid and social services
such as emergency financial assistance and housing to those trafficking victims in need. NGOs
also offer support and shelter to trafficking victims, whether or not they are foreign nationals.

An Inter-Departmental Working Group on Trafficking in Persons (IWGTIP) brings together 17
federal departments and agencies, and coordinates and strengthens federal responses to human
trafficking, including through collaboration
with the provinces and territories.
Asia, in particular the Mekong sub-region, and
parts of Africa and Eastern Europe tend to be
the primary source regions for victims trafficked
to Canada. Overall, numbers for victims of
domestic trafficking are unavailable.

Canada

Four victims were identified by the police (three
females and one of unknown gender) in 2006.
While Citizenship and Immigration Canada
(CIC) does not have data available on identified
victims before 2006, two foreign nationals were
issued temporary resident permits in 2006. Furthermore, since May 2006, 26 temporary resident permits were issued to 18 victims of human
trafficking (inclusive of these two foreign nationals). These numbers include subsequent permits
issued to the same victim in order to maintain
legal status in Canada.
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Fig. 62: Victims of traﬃcking identiﬁed by the
National Institute of Migration in
Mexico (2005-2007)
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Fig. 63: Victims of traﬃcking identiﬁed by
the National Institute of Migration
in Mexico, by country of citizenship
(2005-2007)
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IOM identified six girls and six women as victims of trafficking in persons in 2006; seven
were victims of sexual exploitation, three were
victims of forced labour and one was a victim of
servitude. Five victims were Honduran citizens,
five were from other Central American countries
and two were from South America.
IOM also sheltered two girls in 2005 and eight
females, five of whom were girls, in 2006. Of
these 10 victims, nine were victims of sexual
exploitation and one was a victim of forced
labour. The National Institute of Migration
stated that 74% of the 21 victims reported from
2005 to 2007 were victims trafficked for the
purpose of sexual exploitation and 26% were
victims trafficked for labour exploitation.
The Department for Integral Development of
the Family (DIF) has shelters for minors that
also are available for victims of human trafficking, and FEVIMTRA is in the process of building shelters that also can be used by victims of
trafficking in Mexico City, Chiapas and Chihuahua. There is no official referral mechanism in
place, but if the victim is a foreigner, the National
Institute for Migration refers the victim to an
NGO to receive shelter and assistance. IOM
provides assistance in the repatriation and reintegration of victims of trafficking.

Mexico

those cases in which the victims and possible
victims wish to be repatriated to their countries
of origin, the INM contacts international organizations like the IOM, as well as NGOs, to
assure the victims’ safe return and social reintegration.
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There is no aggregate data available on the identified victims of human trafficking for the whole
country because the responsibility for identifying victims is spread among multiple agencies.
However, the Department of Health and Services records the “certification” of adult victims of
trafficking in persons, while child victims can
receive “letters of eligibility”.

United States of America

State authorities provide legal protection and
temporary stay permits for trafficking victims.
State authorities and NGOs also offer medical
and psychosocial support and housing and shelter.

Fig. 67: Certiﬁcation and eligibility letters granted to traﬃcking victims in the USA, by age
(FY-2003 to FY-2007)
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Source: Assessment of U.S. Government Efforts to Combat Trafficking in Persons in Fiscal Year 2007

Fig. 68: Certiﬁcation and eligibility letters granted to traﬃcking victims in the USA, the
top ﬁve countries of origin (FY-2007)
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Additional information
In 2006 certified victims originated mainly from
Latin America and the Caribbean (62%), Africa,
Asia, Europe and the Pacific Islands. In 2007
certified victims originated mainly from Latin
America and the Caribbean (41%), Asia (41%),
Europe and the Pacific Islands.
The charts above refer to “fiscal years” (FY). The
fiscal year indicates the 12 months from October to September of the following solar year.
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Source: Assessment of U.S. Government Efforts to Combat
Trafficking in Persons in Fiscal Year 2007
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