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WELCOME REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR 

In 2017, the crime of trafficking in persons remains a crucial 

problem worldwide, affecting virtually every country around the 

globe. The United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of 

Trafficking in Persons is committed to addressing the increasingly 

complex challenges and new threats of human trafficking facing 

the world today. 

Financed solely through voluntary contributions, the Trust Fund continues to invest 

significant time and resources into strengthening relationships with our partners and 

specialized non- government organizations to increase its global support efforts to 

victims of human trafficking. 

As part of its second grant cycle, the Trust Fund was able to support the work of 23 

grassroots organizations, helping victims reclaim their dignity and rebuild their lives 

through the provision of assistance, protection and support necessary for their physical, 

psychological and social recovery. 

While we have made much progress, there is still a long way to go in meeting the needs 

of those most vulnerable. We must not forget that there are an estimated 25 million 

victims of trafficking worldwide. Thus, any contribution, large or small, is important in 

the global fight against this crime. 

With more resources at hand, the Trust Fund will be able to make a greater impact and 

reach thousands of more victims that are in desperate need of assistance. Member State 

commitment remains critical for us to respond to the needs of victims and new and 

emerging types of trafficking. 

We would like to thank all of our collaborators, donors, supporters and friends for your 

invaluable support, without which we could not reach the thousands of survivors who 

benefit from the Trust Fund. 

 

 

Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner  

Chairperson, Board of Trustees,  

UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims 

of Trafficking in Persons 
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INTRODUCTION 

The 2017 Annual Progress Report provides an overview of the management of the United 

Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons (hereinafter the Trust Fund or 

UNVTF). It also outlines the call for proposals launched for the Third Grant Cycle and the 

activities supported through ongoing grants from the Trust Fund to non- governmental 

organizations (NGOs). The report is prepared by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

(UNODC) in its capacity as the Manager of this Trust Fund.  

The report covers the period 1 January to 31 December 2017 and provides narrative, results-

based and financial information on the progress made by the Trust Fund and 19 projects that 

were funded during this period.  

From the second call for proposals in 2014, 23 NGOs were selected to receive USD 1.25 million 

for projects providing direct protection and assistance to victims of trafficking in persons over 

the three- year cycle ending in 2017/18. The specialized NGOs, based in the local communities 

where the impact of this crime takes the highest toll, are best suited to provide direct assistance 

to victims. The information on the progress and implementation of the projects is derived from 

site monitoring visits to the NGOs, project narrative and financial reports submitted by the 

NGOs. 

The Trust Fund launched a third call for proposals on 30 July 2017, on World Day against 

Trafficking in Persons.  

As the global community continues to align its commitments with the Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the United Nations remains 

more committed than ever to combatting the increasingly complex challenges and threats of 

human trafficking facing the world today. In Eliminate all forms of 

violence against all women and girls in the public and private spheres, including trafficking and 

Take immediate and effective measures to eradicate 

forced labour, end modern slavery and human trafficking and secure the prohibition and 

elimination of the worst forms of child labour, including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and 

End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all 

forms of violence against and torture of children, reaffirm the commitment by Member States to 

address the heinous crime of trafficking in persons through immediate and effective measures 
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According to the United Nations Trafficking in Persons Protocol, human trafficking is defined as 

the "recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of persons, by means of the 

threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the 

abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 

benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose 

of exploitation.1 Exploitation includes at the minimum the exploitation of the prostitution of 

others or other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar 

 

The crime of human trafficking is heavily rooted in social and economic conditions including 

poverty, family violence, marginalisation, and lack of education. It is facilitated by practices that 

discriminate against the most vulnerable groups in society  in particular, women and children, 

but also refugees and migrants.  

Often, victims of trafficking are persons in search of a brighter future and abused in 

unimaginable ways through many forms of exploitation, including sexual exploitation, forced 

labour, domestic servitude, begging, petty 

crime, forced criminality, removal of organs 

and other exploitative purposes. Others are 

exploited in fisheries, mines, brothels, farms 

and homes among other places. Some 

victims are physically imprisoned by locks, 

bars or guards while those with apparent 

freedom to leave are controlled by other 

means, including physical, sexual and psychological abuse. The violence and injustice associated 

with trafficking in persons is immeasurable for each victim. 

Despite this brutality, the exploitation of human beings is a lucrative multi- million dollar industry 

for organized crime affecting every country in the world  as countries of origin, transit or 

destination or a combination of all three.  

Criminal networks engaging in trafficking in persons thrive in the context of global conflict, 

political instability and generalized vulnerability causing millions of people to leave their homes 

and seek refuge in neighbouring countries and beyond. Refugee and displaced persons without 

legal status, legal employment opportunities and income, limited access to social services and 

                                                             
1 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United 
Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime. 
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support structures, minimal protection schemes and gender inequality have become particularly 

vulnerable to exploitation and trafficking in persons, especially women and children.  

According to the UNODC Global Report on 

Trafficking in Persons, women account for 51 

percent of all trafficking victims detected 

globally, while women and girls combined 

account for 70 percent.2  Men are also targets, 

particularly vulnerable members of society from 

low socio- economic backgrounds and those 

who lack legal status abroad. Approximately 30% 

of detected victims are children of which girls 

account for almost two thirds. 

The 

continues to serve as the fundamental framework used by governments around 

the world to combat human trafficking. It reflects a comprehensive victim- centred approach 

and seeks to guarantee the rights of each individual victim.  

The fight against trafficking in persons requires a truly global response, further advocated by 

Global Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking 

in Persons, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2010.3 This also applies to the support of 

victims.  

The establishment of the Trust Fund, dedicated to victims of trafficking in persons, is a concrete 

manifestation of the global resolve to care for victims whose voices all too often remain unheard. 

The work of the Trust Fund, made possible by the generous contribution of governments, civil 

society, the private sector, and the public at large, brings some redress to victims of human 

trafficking.  

 

                                                             
2 http://www.unodc.org/unodc/data-and-analysis/glotip.html 
3 https://www.unodc.org/documents/human-

trafficking/United_Nations_Global_Plan_of_Action_to_Combat_Trafficking_in_Persons.pdf 
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1. TRUST FUND MANAGEMENT  PROGRESS 

MADE IN 2017 

 

  

General 
4 As part of the GPA, 

the General Assembly unanimously established the United Nations Voluntary Trust Fund for 

Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (UNVTF). As per Article 38 of 

umanitarian, legal and financial aid to victims 

of trafficking in persons through established channels of assistance.  

The Trust Fund was created to mobilize funds from governments, intergovernmental bodies, 

non- governmental organizations, civil society, the private sector and concerned individuals of 

survivors who have undergone harm and exploitation at the hands of human traffickers, so that 

they can regain their human dignity and rebuild their lives. Since its inception, the UNVTF has 

strived to become a robust and internationally recognized vehicle to afford assistance to victims 

of human trafficking.  

 

 

                                                             
4 Ibid. 

 as 

guardian of the UN Convention against Transnational Organized 
Crime and its Protocol against human trafficking, helps strengthen 

criminal justice responses to prevent people from being trafficked, 

and ensure that victims can be identified as soon as possible and 
given the support they need [...] The UN Trust Fund for Victims of 

Trafficking in Persons, is an important part of these efforts [...] The 
Trust Fund channels humanitarian, legal and financial aid to 

victims through selected NGOs. The stories of the women, men 

and children told here are a testament to what the Trust Fund can 
achieve.  I appeal to Member States, the international community 

and the private sector to contribute generously to the Trust Fund, 
and help more trafficking survivors rebuild their lives  

Yury Fedotov, 
Executive Director, UNODC 
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The primary way in which the Trust Fund adds value is that it channels funds to grassroots and 

civil society organizations that provide specialized direct assistance to victims, through a range 

of truly inspirational activities. During the first five years of its existence, the Trust Fund has been 

a key global mechanism through which funds are channelled to victims and survivors of human 

trafficking. Up to December 2017, the UNVTF has supported 34 NGO projects, in 30 countries 

around the world, with grants worth USD 2 million. 

 

The Trust Fund has raised approximately USD 4.2 million in contributions, since its inception 

until 31 December 2017. While only USD 79,109 was received in 2010, contributions to the Trust 

Fund significantly increased over the next years, averaging around USD 400,000. However, in 

2017, the UNVTF received a total of USD 1.65 million, with USD 1,616,184 from Member States 

and USD 41,448 from the private sector. It is this year that for the first time, the contribution 

level has exceeded the annual target of USD 1 million that was expected by UNODC and the 

Board of Trustees at the establishment of the Trust Fund. 

 

  

Article 38 of the UN Global Plan of Action stipulates that UNODC administer the Trust Fund 

with the advice of a five- member Board of Trustees appointed by the UN Secretary- General. 

Board members would be selected, with due regard to equitable geographical distribution, and 

in consultation with Member States and the Executive Director of UNODC, for a three- year term. 

The United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime acts as the Secretariat to the Board of Trustees. 

The members of the Board of Trustees for the period 2017 to 2019 have been selected and 

appointed by the UN Secretary- General as follows: Ms. Noor Al- Malki Al- Jehani (Qatar), Ms. 

Viktoria Avakova (Armenia), Mr. Alexis Bethancourt Yau (Panama), Ms. Benita Ferrero- Waldner 

(Austria) and Mr. Arnaud Kouassi (Ivory Coast). Ms. Benita Ferrero-Waldner was reappointed as 

Chair of the Board of Trustees and Mr. Alexis Bethancourt Yau as Vice- Chair. 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE UN VOLUNTARY TRUST FUND FOR VICTIMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

November 2010 -  December 2017 (amounts in USD) 

DEPOSITS 
SUMMARY 

AND TOTALS 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 
TOTAL 

DEPOSITED 

I. Member States 79,109 176,331 302,748 705,694 102,162 155,796 196,838 1,616,184 3,344,862 

II. Private Donors _ 207,967 40,775 88,672 224,370 196,378 42,813 41,448 842,423 

SUM TOTAL  79,109 384,298 343,523 794,366 326,532 352,174 239,651 1,657,632 4,177,285 
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The Board of Trustees meeting at UNODC Headquarters in Vienna. Pictured (from left to right): Mr. 

Alexis Bethancourt Yau, Ms. Viktoria Avakova, Ms. Noor Al- Malki Al- Jehani, Ms. Benita Ferrero-

Waldner and Mr. Arnaud Kouassi. 

 

  

Achievements in 2017 include the continuation of the management of the Trust Fund, in 

particular its ongoing grants programme, with the disbursement of grants to 18 NGO projects 

selected under the second call for proposals. 

UNODC and the Board of Trustees also undertook various awareness- raising and information 

sessions to promote the work of the Trust Fund and advocate for the plight of victims of 

trafficking in persons more broadly. These included: participation of the Chair at the high- level 

Review of the Global Plan of Action Against Trafficking in Persons in New York; participation of 

a high- level side event of the Regular Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice (CCPCL) in May; organizing a special event at CCPCJ with Nadia Murad; the 

commemoration of the World Day against Trafficking in Persons on 30 July; and a Benefit 

Concert with UNODC Goodwill Ambassador Ozark Henry. These achievements will be described 

in more detail in the proceeding sections. 
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The 2017 Call for Proposals was widely 

disseminated through social media and 

the UNODC website on 30 July, World 

Day against Trafficking in Persons. At 

least 500 NGOs received information on 

the call. A total of 183 proposals were 

received from 72 countries across the 

globe. 

The thematic focus of the call was on assisting victims coming out of a context of armed conflict 

and victims that have been identified among large movements of refugees and migration flows. 

Priority was given to projects assisting victims trafficked for the purpose of sexual exploitation, 

organ removal, forced begging, forced criminality or any emerging exploitative purpose. 

The evaluation process included the use of the assessment criteria set and disseminated in the 

call for proposals guidelines. In addition to the evaluation score sheet, a questionnaire was 

developed to obtain feedback of UNODC Human Trafficking Experts in the field. As a result of 

the technical evaluation involving independent evaluators, and assessing each proposal on its 

substantive merit, 40 proposals were identified as qualifying for the shortlist, and 62 proposals 

qualified for the reserve list.  

 

 

UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY HIGH- LEVEL REVIEW OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION, 

NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 2017 

The High- Level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on the Appraisal of the Global Plan of 

Action to Combat Trafficking in Persons convened in New York on 27- 28 September, 2017. The 

 Global Plan of Action and effective partnerships for 

the protection of and assistance to victims, including through the United Nations Voluntary 

Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, also taking into 

consideratio . Benita Ferrero 

Waldner, Chair of the Trust Fund, noted that millions of victims exist around the world, and 

much more must be done.  The Trust Fund was instrumental in that regard, and she urged 

Member States not to forget that hands on aid should be provided through the grassroots.  The 

must help victims reunite with loved ones, repatriate if necessary, and find appropriate redress 

https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking-fund/2017-call-for-proposals--small-grants-facility.html
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in court.  The work of NGOs supported by the Trust Fund was closely coordinated with national 

efforts, she said, adding that it provided strategic legislative support. She thanked the donors 

for their contributions and pledges to the Trust Fund in 2017, with a special mention to Italy for 

its generous donation of USD 1,000,000. 

 

  

Representing the Trust Fund, Ms. Benita Ferrero- Waldner addressed the panellists of the High-

Level Meeting of the UN General Assembly on the Appraisal of the Global Plan of Action to 

Combat Trafficking in Persons convened in New York on 27- 28 September, 2017 
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SPECIAL EVENT AT THE 26TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON CRIME PREVENTION 

AND CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

On 22 May, the Trust Fund Secretariat held a Special Event on the margins of the CCPCJ titled: 

''Assisting and protecting human trafficking survivors in the context of armed conflict, refugees 

and mixed migration flows: lessons learned on the ground,'' with Nobel Peace Prize Nominee 

and UNODC Goodwill Ambassador for Dignity for Survivors of Human Trafficking, Nadia Murad.  

Ms. Murad spoke about her fight against human trafficking and the importance of ensuring 

access to justice for trafficking survivors and for those victims of trafficking in persons who are 

currently exploited by ISIL.  She stressed that violence against women and children should never 

be tolerated and the perpetrators must face justice.  

Ms. Marijana Savic, Director of the Serbian NGO Atina, currently implementing a project funded 

by the UN Voluntary Trust Fund for Victims of Trafficking in Persons, presented her experience 

and efforts in assisting victims of trafficking identified among the current flow of refugees and 

migrants passing through Serbia.  

The Chair of the Board of the Trust Fund, Mrs. Benita Ferrero- Waldner, closed the event by 

presenting current achievements and challenges faced by the Trust Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Panellists at the CCPCJ Special Event entitled, ''Assisting and protecting human trafficking 

survivors in the context of armed conflict, refugees and mixed migration flows: lessons learned 

 Right to left: Nadia Murad, Nobel Peace Prize Nominee and UNODC 

Goodwill Ambassador for Dignity for Survivors of Human Trafficking; Yury Fedotov, UNODC 

Executive Director; Benita Ferrero- Waldner, Chair of the Board of UNVTF; Marijana Savic, Director 

of ATINA; Jean- Luc Lemahieu, Director of the Division for Policy Analysis and Public Affairs. 
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2017 WORLD DAY AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 

 

On the 2017 World Day against Trafficking in Persons, UNODC set up the first annual Giving 

Day to End Human Trafficking in cooperation with online fundraising platform Charidy.com. 

The goal of this 24- hour crowd- funding campaign was successfully achieved. Special thanks 

to the kind contribution of our donors for their support to the victims and survivors of this 

heinous crime.  

                                                     

  

As UNODC 

Goodwill 
Ambassador 
against Human 
Trafficking, I know 
this saves lives!  

I so badly want the 
goal to be met to 
help trafficking 
victims & survivors! 

 

--  Mira Sorvino 
noted on the 

crowd- funding 

campaign 
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BENEFIT CONCERT WITH UNODC GOODWILL AMBASSADOR OZARK HENRY 

Ozark Henry was appointed as the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Goodwill Ambassador for Belgium in 2015. Since then, he has used his talent and fame to raise 

awareness and to encourage his audience to support the Trust Fund along with the Blue Heart 

Campaign. 

Ozark Henry's concert on 24 October in Vienna was a fundraising initiative for victims, actively 

sponsored by the Permanent Mission of Belgium in Vienna, with the kind support of ORF 

Radiokulturhaus and UNODC. 

All proceeds from this event were donated to the Trust Fund to provide direct assistance and 

protection to the victims of trafficking through specialized NGOs across the globe. 

 

 

 

  

Ozark Henry Benefit Concert was held on 24 October in Vienna in support of victims of human 

trafficking. All proceeds of the event were donated to the Trust Fund, to provide assistance and 

essential services to victims globally through specialized NGOs. 
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In addition to the life- changing interventions for thousands of victims assisted by the Trust 

Fund, some remarkable success stories were also achieved in 2017 through the work of our 

NGO partners. 

Indian NGO Bachpan Bachao Andolan, working with law enforcement authorities, rescued 1211 

child victims of forced labour, recovering USD 98,903 in owed- wages, and shutting down 34 

labour factories. Legal aid was also provided to 425 children in total over the project duration.  

Thai NGO, Foundation for Child Understanding (FOCUS) provided legal assistance to 138 

victims and 54 child abuse cases and legal counselling to 155 victims, pushing for prosecutions 

of 114 human traffickers.  

In Albania, 150 victims benefited from reintegration programme for victims 

of trafficking (VoTs) where they received health care, legal assistance and alternative placements 

for minor victims  93 new cases entered the programme. In addition, 87 beneficiaries were 

employed in different job placements and 7 beneficiaries even managed to support their own 

businesses. 

In Lithuania,  (MPFSC) delivered direct, effective and 

sustainable remedies for 77 victims including housing, basic needs, access to justice, 

psychosocial support and medical care. The project also provided 27 people with psychological 

support and 19 people with legal consultations. 

 In Malta, Jesuit Refugee Service 

provided victims of trafficking with 

access to legal remedies and 

protection through the UNVTF 

funded project, 

protection and support provided 

to v . 

Legal assistance was provided to 

48 individuals: 43 victims were 

represented in judicial proceedings; 42 were assisted with employment issues; and 44 were able 

to obtain residence and/or work permits. The project also implemented two days of legal 

training provided to lawyers/law students in order to increase referral and coordination 

mechanisms for service providers.  
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2. EMPOWERING VICTIMS & SURVIVORS 

In 2017, grants were disbursed to 18 projects, as part of the third and final year of the second 

grant cycle. The projects continued to provide direct assistance to victims of trafficking and 

improve upon the achievements of the first and second year of implementation. The call for 

proposals, launched in 2014, was open to all eligible NGOs to apply for grants of up to USD 

20,000 per year, for up to 36 months, through an open and competitive process. The 2014 call 

resulted in 113 applications of NGOs from all over the world. Following a stringent selection 

process and recommendations from the Board of Trustees, initially 19 projects were selected 

for funding, followed by four new projects in 2016.  
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Table -  2017 Funded Projects of the UNVTF at A Glance 

NGO Country  Type of Exploitation  
Agar Ethiopia Charitable 

Society 

Ethiopia domestic servitude, forced labour, sexual 

exploitation 
Association for Developing 

Alternative Practices for 

Reintegration and Education 

Romania adult and child victims of sexual exploitation, forced 

marriage and forced labour 

Association for Voluntary 

Action / Bachpan Bachao 

Andolan 

India child victims of forced labour 

ATINA Serbia sexual exploitation, forced labour and forced 

begging 

Blue Dragon Children's 

Foundation 

Viet Nam child victims of forced labour and sexual 

exploitation 

Casa Alianza Nicaragua Nicaragua child victims of sexual exploitation 

Cavoequiva  child victims of Sexual exploitation, forced labour 

and domestic servitude 

Coalition for Organ- Failure 

Solutions 

India/Egypt victims of trafficking in persons for the purpose of 

organ removal 
Different and Equal Albania sexual exploitation, forced labour, domestic 

servitude, forced begging and forced marriage 

Dhaka Ahsania Mission Bangladesh sexual exploitation, cross- border trafficking and 

labour migration 

 Guatemala sexual exploitation, forced labour and domestic 

servitude 

Foundation for Child 

Understanding 

Thailand child victims of sexual exploitation and forced 

labour 

 Ecuador sexual exploitation, forced labour and other forms 

of exploitation 

Jesuit Refugee Service Malta sexual exploitation and forced labour 

Support Centre 

Lithuania forced labour, child labour and sexual exploitation 

Raksha Nepal Nepal sexual exploitation and forced labour 
Samusocial Senegal child victims of forced begging, sexual exploitation 

and forced labour 

Women Trafficking and Child 

Labour Eradication Foundation 

Nigeria domestic servitude, sexual exploitation 
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Table -  2017 Funded Projects of the UNVTF (in USD) 

NGO Project 
Duration  

(months)  

Disbursements 
in 2017/2018  

Total Grant 
Value 

ADPARE Ethiopia 36 19,900 58,500 

AGAR Ethiopia 36 20,494 59,480 

AVA/BBA 36 20,248 58,742 

ATINA    36 20,400 60,000 

Blue Dragon 36 19,982 59,946 

Casa Alianza 36 14,485 54,655 

Cavoequiva 24 20,000 40,000 

Coalition for Organ Failure Solutions 36 9,757 57,965 

Dhaka Ahsania 36 20,400 60,000 

Different & Equal 36 20,620 59,860 

El Refugio 36 20,000 60,000 

FOCUS 36 20,385 57,677 

 24 20,000 40,000 

Jesuit Refugee Service Malta 36 20,400 60,000 

 24 20,000 40,000 

Raksha Nepal 36 20,436 58,938 

Samusocial 36 19,800 58,001 

Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication 

Foundation 
24 19,969 39,938 
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This section provides an overview of the achievements of the 18 projects that were 

funded in the third year of the second grant cycle. Each summary highlights the 

activities that have been implemented, as well as challenges encountered during 

implementation. The information contained in this report is derived from individual 

narrative and financial reports submitted by the grant recipients. 

 

 

Project Title: M- Power: Empowering trafficked 

persons for autonomy 

Location of Project: Project beneficiaries are from 

Bucharest, and the southern and southeastern 

counties of Romania; the project activities will be 

implemented at the ADPARE counselling centre in 

Bucharest. 

Project Objective: Reducing vulnerability of 

relapsing into a situation of trafficking for trafficked 

victims, women and girls, and their families through 

the implementation of integrative assistance services. 

Description of Grant Recipient  

Since 2009, ADPARE has become actively involved in international cooperation activities, 

especially with assistance providers in destination countries, mainly focused on identification 

and referral and preparation for repatriation to Romania for Romanian victims of trafficking in 

persons.  

Description of Project  

The project has as direct beneficiaries up to 30 Romanian adults and minors over 16, of both 

domestic and international trafficking in persons for sexual exploitation, (including forced 

marriage), forced labour and forced criminality. Wherever possible, family members of victims, 

found in a state of dependency, have been included as indirect beneficiaries, upon a prior needs 

assessment.  

Key Achievements  

ADPARE assisted 92 trafficked victims or those in vulnerable situations through the M- Power 

project. All were offered continuous assistance over three years which helped in the process 
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of building up step by step a more independent life and autonomy for each beneficiary. All 92 

beneficiaries and their dependents improved their physical, emotional and economical 

security through the specialized assistance and protection offered by M- Power project. 

 

 

Key Challenges  

One of the major obstacles encountered was the lack of government funding geared toward 

assisting trafficked persons in Romania, which made ADPARE spend additional funds on other 

assistance services. Other obstacles relate to functionality issues pertaining to the social 

protection system in Romania. 

Ongoing obstacles to assisting and protecting victims relate to the limited number of places 

within the shelter; lack of shelter for male victims; reduced capacity for professional integration 

of victims with health or illiterate issues, length of legal proceedings, isolation and stigmatization 

of victims by their families and drug and alcohol addiction. ADPARE was able to overcome these 

obstacles through searching for new human and material resources to complement their own 

services: establishing new partnerships with NGOs, establishing medical clinics, involving more 

family members and educating them to find long- term solutions in the community. 

Conclusion 

Based on a successful monitoring visit and progress report, ADPARE was recommended for 

further funding. The project achieved its proposed targets. 

 

Art therapy for survivors  Bazaar Christmas  
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Project Title: Rehabilitation and Reintegration of 

trafficking victims  

Location of Project: Addis Ababa 

Project Objective: Rehabilitate 180 trafficked 

women by providing accommodation, medical care, 

psycho- social support and psychiatry treatments, 

and vocational skills training.  

Description of Grant Recipient  

Agar Ethiopia is the only non- government 

organization in Ethiopia working on human 

trafficking to fill the gaps in all areas of trafficking in 

persons. Agar provides shelter, food, medical and psychological treatments, clothes and 

vocational skills training to 180 women that had been trafficked to countries in the Middle East 

and were deported back to Ethiopia.   

The program is a continuation of former projects for which Agar made a significant contribution 

in improving the lives of trafficked women and received great appreciation from respective 

government and non- government institutions. 

Description of Project 

180 female victims of trafficking will benefit directly from the project through rehabilitation 

services; life skills, vocational and basic business skill training, employment and creating job 

opportunities in business cooperatives and reintegration program including family reunification. 

Furthermore, the families of the beneficiaries and the community at large will benefit indirectly 

from the project, as the beneficiaries will be equipped to lead healthy and independent lives.  

Key Achievements 

Through its rehabilitation services, Agar Ethiopia supported 125 women and girls aged between 

15 and 32 years of age, reuniting 125 victims with their families in the reporting period. Overall, 

Agar assisted 1,568 returnee victims with rehabilitation services and life skills training. By 

developing a referral network with governmental and international organizations including the 

International Organisation for Migration (IOM), the Addis Ababa Airport Authority, Addis Ababa 

Police, the Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, and Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Agar Ethiopia 

was able to strengthen the identification process of victim returnees by providing medical, 

psychosocial and economic support. 
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Key Challenges  

¶ Lack of ambulance; 

¶ Increasing rent for shelter 

¶ Drop out of vocational skill trainee after victims registered and started the training; 

¶ High expectation by beneficiaries as compared to resources available.  

Conclusion 

Based on the progress report and communication exchanges with the field office, the project 

achieved proposed targets.  

 

Beneficiaries receiving training at Agar Ethiopia Rehabilitation Centre 
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Project Title: 

Rehabilitation and Social Reintegration of Victims of 

Human Trafficking 

Location of Project: Delhi and Jaipur 

Project Objective: The project aims to identify, 

release, rehabilitate and repatriate the children in 

forced labour and reduce trafficking through direct 

intervention, law enforcement, legal aid and access 

to justice through prosecution of 

employers/traffickers. 

Description of Grant Recipient  

Forced labour, bonded labour and trafficking are different forms of slavery, yet each form is 

equally heinous in practice and highly detrimental to the society. Children from vulnerable 

communities are trafficked into forced labour and its associated forms of exploitation. 

AVA/BBA has been successful in both direct intervention against trafficking through rescue and 

rehabilitation of victims and indirect intervention by bringing significant changes to policies and 

laws related to protection of victims of exploitation, capacity building of law enforcement 

agencies and facilitating prosecution of the exploiter.  

Since its inception, BBA has rescued more than 83,000 victims of trafficking for forced labour 

and exploitation. Its Founder, Kailash Satyarthi, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 for 

the struggle against the suppression of children and young people and for the right of all 

children to education.5 

Description of Project  

The project aims to rescue 450 children out of forced labour and provide them with shelter, 

rehabilitation, legal aid and legally- protected access to owed wages. It is anticipated that 

demand for child labourers will cease after children are rescued out of forced labour and 

factories are closed.  vulnerability to re- trafficking will decrease due to statutory 

rehabilitation. Rehabilitation measures will also hit the economics of trafficking by ensuring that 

the offenders pay just compensation to victims. Humanitarian services will be provided in the 

Mukti Ashram shelter, which will assist in the reintegration of the children into mainstream 

                                                             
5 https://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/2014/satyarthi- facts.html 
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society and children will be empowered to act as a change agent in their communities after 

repatriation. 

Key Achievements  

In the reporting period, 335 children were identified in forced labour from, garment, cosmetic, 

hotel/dhaba, handicraft etc and legal aid had been provided to all 425 children over the entire 

reporting period.  Overall, AVA/BBA rescued 1211 children out of forced labour, providing 

victims with shelter including accommodation, basic needs, psychological support, medical care 

and educational support, as well as legal aid and refunding owed- wages. Impressively, the 

organization was responsible for the closure of 34 factories engaged in forced child labour  

serving as a strong deterrent against organized crime networks in the region.  

 

 

Key Challenges  

The Ashram shelter had to be closed for four months due to construction of new toilets and 

was therefore unable to take custody of children during this time. However, there were no 

significant implications from this obstacle, as the children were provided with alternative 

housing run by government and other NGOs and able to continue to assist and rescue children 

from exploitation due to support from Child Welfare Committee.  

Conclusion 

Based on a successful monitoring visit in 2016 where the NGO was found to be highly 

experienced in rescue and rehabilitation in India, the project was recommended for continued 

funding. The project achieved goal targets.  

 

Beneficiaries receiving education support 
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Project Title: Psycho- social interventions for victims 

of sex- trade trafficking 

Location of Project: Hanoi and provinces 

throughout Vietnam 

Project Objective: To provide high- quality psycho-

social support to survivors of sex- trade trafficking 

-

trafficking rescue team, and to ensure their 

continuing support in order to assist their 

reintegration into the community and recovery from 

trauma; to continue to develop capacity in innovative 

psycho- social programs for survivors of sex trafficking that will provide a model for Government 

and NGO agencies that are increasingly encountering these issues. 

Description of Grant Recipient  

of trafficking since 2005. It has rescued more than 330 children trafficked domestically for child 

labour, as well as girls and young women trafficked to China for the sex trade. 

Description of Project  

Women and girls who have been trafficked for sex are in need of high- level support and 

services to help address extreme trauma and associated mental health problems, including 

depression, anxiety and post- traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) commonly experienced as a 

result of trafficking. 

UNVTF funding provides survivors of sex- trade trafficking rescued by Blue Dragon with the 

tools they need to recover from their trauma and reintegrate with their families or their chosen 

communities. Blue Dragon emphasizes two primary activities: 1) emergency trauma care; and 

2) long- term assistance for integration. 

Key Achievements 

During this reporting period, 104 victims of trafficking were 

project team and 44 were assisted by police with reintegration support provided for 

148 survivors. Since the beginning of the project, 307 victims of trafficking have been 

supported. ed assistance plans for 

victims, rescued women and girls -  supported by psychologists and social workers  
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are able to heal from trauma, reintegrate back into their communities, return to 

school, attend vocational training and/or find sustainable income.  

 

Key Challenges  

In the past year, the shelter accommodated a high number of girls from the Hmong ethnic 

group. Many of these girls are not accustomed to living in a shared home in a major city. For 

example, they do not know how or why they should brush their teeth, use modern hygiene 

facilities, or wash their clothes regularly. Moreover, in the Hmong culture, girls tend to marry 

young  some as young as 13  so many survivors are worried about not being able to find a 

husband after they finish schooling or vocational training. These factors made it more difficult 

to prepare the survivors for independent living in the future.   

Blue Dragon also faced difficulties in organizing training workshops and group therapy activities 

for survivors living independently in Hanoi and survivors living in the homes. This is due to the 

This obstacle 

was overcome by organizing separate therapy sessions for girls living independently from those 

in the shelter.  

Conclusion 

A site visit was conducted by a member of UNODC HQ staff in April 2015 recommending a 

continuation of funding. The project met its target goals.  

Celebrating a survivor's birthday 




































































