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Experience and Practice of China in  

Investigating and Indicting Crimes of Gender Killing 

 

One. Relevant provisions in the Constitution and laws 

 

The Chinese State has always attached great importance to the protection of the legitimate rights and 

interests of women and children, particularly the rights of girls. The Constitution of the People’s Republic 

of China provides in clear terms that men and women are equal, that the State protects the rights and 

interests of women and forbids the maltreatment of women and children. China has also developed 

special legislation, including the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Women’s 

Rights and Interests and the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Minors, to 

provide special protection for women. For the punishment of crimes against women, the Criminal Code of 

the People’s Republic of China establishes penalties which are heavy or even result in the death penalty 

for particularly serious crimes that violate the life and well-being, the right to personal liberty and 

personal dignity of women, such as intentional killing and injuring of women, and the rape, abduction and 

organizing of women for the purpose of prostitution resulting in severe injury or death of women. The 

Criminal Code also criminalizes the acts of violating by force the freedom of marriage, bigamy and the 

maltreatment and abandonment of women as measures to counter discrimination and marital and 

domestic violence against women.  

 

Two. Judicial interpretations by the supreme judicial bodies and other standardizing documents 

 

As a part of judicial practice, the supreme judicial bodies have issued a number of judicial interpretations 

and standardizing documents for the correct and forceful punishment of crimes against women. They 

include, inter alia, the Interpretation on the Issues Relevant to the Trial of Cases of Rape, the 

Interpretation on the Issues Concerning the Laws Applicable to the Trial of Cases of Abducting and 

Trafficking of Women, and the Opinion on the Punishment by Law of the Crimes of Abducting and 

Trafficking of Women and Children, which lay down detailed rules for such difficult and complex issues 

as jurisdiction, the procedures for case filing and coordination in case handling, and the procedures for 

evidence collection and identification. They help create a shared understanding and coordinated sanctions 

supporting the severe punishment of crimes.  

 

Three. Measures for practice of justice 

 

Public security organs of all levels across the nation have consistently paid great attention to the detection 

of cases of murder. The rate of success of detection has been maintained at over 90 per cent for  

seven years running, and has achieved visible effects. In 2005, criminal investigation departments across 

the nation set up the Nationwide Information System for Missing Persons in response to the murder of 

missing persons, and in particular the abduction and murder of women. They have also compiled and 

circulated relevant documents enabling advanced involvement in the search for missing persons and 

investigation into suspected cases of violation against such persons, in particular suspected cases of 

violation against women. Those initiatives have resulted in the successful detection of a large number of 

cases of murder. For many years, the criminal investigation departments of all localities, in response to 

suspected cases of violation against women, have carried out rapid investigation and detection of cases in 

accordance with the relevant requirements for detecting cases of murder by selecting and deploying 

competent police officers, deploying in a unified manner all sorts of detection resources and using various 

combined means of investigation and detection, which have all played a part in the effective punishment 

of cases of personal crimes against women and in the prevention and reduction of crimes of this nature. 

What is worth mentioning in particular is that, for the punishment of domestic violence, full attention has 

been devoted to the raping of a wife by a husband in the practice of justice in China, and a sentence was 

passed in the first ever case of marital rape. This represents a major step forward in the practice of justice 

in China. 
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Four. Methods most recently adopted in the practice of justice 

 

In recent years, the number of cases of sexual violation against young girls has been rising steeply. 

Violent behaviour in the course of sexual violation against young girls tends to result in serious injury or 

even death, which causes grave harm to society. As a result, the Supreme People’s Court, the Supreme 

People’s Procuratorate, the Ministry of Public Security and the Ministry of Justice jointly issued on  

23 October 2013 the Opinion on the Punishment by Law of Crimes of Sexual Violation against Minors, 

which has consolidated the experience gained in the practice of justice, including experiences and practice 

in investigation and prosecution. This extends to the following main areas. First, cases are handled by 

dedicated personnel. Second, laws are enforced in the detection and timely prevention of crimes of sexual 

violation. Third, concrete actions are taken to prevent the repetition of violation against minors. Fourth, 

the capability and sense of duty of the responsible detecting departments are strengthened ensuring the 

timely filing of cases and the collection and consolidation of evidence in order to provide the highest 

possible legal protection and care for the victimized minors. 


