
 

UNAIDS’ vision: Zero new HIV infections. Zero discrimination. Zero AIDS-related deaths. 

 

P R E S S  R E L E A S E  
 

At least 56 countries have either stabilized or achieved significant 
declines in rates of new HIV infections 

New UNAIDS report shows AIDS epidemic has been halted and world beginning to reverse 
the spread of HIV. New HIV infections have fallen by nearly 20% in the last 10 years, AIDS-
related deaths are down by nearly 20% in the last five years, and the total number of people 
living with HIV is stabilizing.  

GENEVA, 23 November 2010—A new report by the Joint United Nations Programme on 
HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS), released today, shows that the AIDS epidemic is beginning to change 
course as the number of people newly infected with HIV is declining and AIDS-related 
deaths are decreasing. Together, this is contributing to 
the stabilization of the total number of people living with 
HIV in the world.  

Introducing  

A data visualization and 
dissemination tool to facilitate the 

use of AIDS-related data in 
countries and globally. 

unaids.org 

Data from the 2010 UNAIDS Report on the global AIDS 
epidemic shows that an estimated 2.6 million            
[2.3 million–2.8 million] people became newly infected 
with HIV, nearly 20% fewer than the 3.1 million         
[2.9 million–3.4 million] people infected in 1999.  

In 2009, 1.8 million [1.6 million–2.1 million] people died from AIDS-related illnesses, nearly 
one-fifth lower than the 2.1 million [1.9 million–2.3 million] people who died in 2004.   

At the end of 2009, 33.3 million [31.4 million–35.3 million] people were estimated to be living 
with HIV, up slightly from 32.8 million1 [30.9 million–34.7 million] in 2008. This is in large part 
due to more people living longer as access to antiretroviral therapy increases.  

 “We are breaking the trajectory of the AIDS epidemic with bold actions and smart choices,” 
said Mr Michel Sidibé, Executive Director of UNAIDS. “Investments in the AIDS response 
are paying off, but gains are fragile—the challenge now is how we can all work to accelerate 
progress.” 

At the end of 2009 an estimated:   

     33.3 million [31.4 million–35.3 million] people globally were living with HIV  

     2.6 million [2.3 million–2.9 million] people became newly infected with HIV  

     1.8 million [1.6 million–2.1 million] people died from AIDS-related causes  

 

 

                                                        
1 The 2008 estimate for the number of people living with HIV was revised to 32.8 million [30.9 million–34.7 million] 
within the range of the previous estimate. The revision was based on new data from countries, including data 
from population-based surveys such as in Mozambique.  
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Prevention is working  

The 2010 report contains basic HIV data from 182 countries and includes country-by-country 
scorecards. The report gives new evidence that investments in HIV prevention programming 
are producing significant results in many of the highest burden countries.  

From 2001 to 2009, the rate of new HIV infections stabilized or decreased by more than 25% 
in at least 56 countries2 around the world, including 34 countries in sub-Saharan Africa. Of 
the five countries with the largest epidemics in the region, four countries—Ethiopia, South 
Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe—have reduced rates of new HIV infections by more than 
25%, while Nigeria’s epidemic has stabilized.  

Sub-Saharan Africa continues to be the region most affected by the epidemic with 69% of all 
new HIV infections. In seven countries, mostly in Eastern Europe and Central Asia, new HIV 
infection rates have increased by 25%. 

Changes in the incidence rate of HIV infection 2001-2009, selected countries 

         

 

Among young people in 15 of the most severely affected countries, the rate of new HIV 
infections has fallen by more than 25%, led by young people adopting safer sexual practices. 
In South Africa, the rate of new HIV infections among 18-year-olds declined sharply from 

                                                        
2 A total of 63 countries were studied. For some countries with complex epidemics including multiple population 
groups with different risk behaviours as well as major geographic differences, such as Brazil, China and the 

ussian Federation, this type of assessment is highly complex and could not be concluded in the 2010 HIV 
stimation analysis.  
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1.8% in 2005 to 0.8% in 2008 and among women 15–24 years-old it dropped from 5.5% to 
2.2% between 2003 and 2008. 

In 59 countries including 18 of the 25 countries with the highest HIV prevalence, less than 
25% of men reported having sex with more than one partner in the last 12 months. Eighty-
four countries reported the same behaviour trends for women.  

Condom use and availability have increased significantly. Eleven countries—from Burkina 
Faso, to India, and Peru—report more than 75% condom use at last higher-risk sex. Data 
from 78 countries show that condom use among men who have sex with men was more 
than 50% in 54 countries. Reports of condom use by sex workers are also encouraging. In 
69 countries, more than 60% of sex workers used a condom with their last client. 

Access to HIV prevention services including harm reduction programmes for people who 
inject drugs has reached 32%—far short of what is needed to protect drug users from HIV 
worldwide. Even though many countries have included male circumcision in their prevention 
programmes, uptake at a population level remains low, and has not made a significant 
impact on the rate of new HIV infections.   
 
New HIV infections slowing but still outpace treatment success by 2:1 

Even though the number of new HIV infections is decreasing, there are two new HIV 
infections for every one person starting HIV treatment.  

Investments in HIV prevention programmes as whole have not been adequate or efficiently 
allocated. HIV prevention investments comprise about 22% of all AIDS-related spending in 
low- and middle-income countries.  
 
Declines in AIDS-related deaths 

More people are living longer and AIDS-related deaths are declining as access to treatment 
has expanded. The total number of people on treatment increased by seven and half times 
over the last five years with 5.2 million people accessing life-saving drugs in 2009, compared 
to 700 000 in 2004. Over the course of the last year alone, an additional 1.2 million people 
received treatment—a 30% increase compared to 2008. In addition, there has been a 
secondary dividend of stopping new HIV infections with increased access to HIV treatment. 

However, nearly twice the number of people—10 million—are waiting for treatment. New 
evidence shows that scaling up treatment has led to reductions in population mortality in 
high-prevalence settings. The results could be better—most people receiving antiretroviral 
therapy in sub-Saharan Africa start treatment late, which limits the overall impact of HIV 
treatment programmes. Countries have made slow but good progress in integrating 
tuberculosis and HIV programmes. 
 

Significant progress in the virtual elimination of HIV to babies—handful of countries 
hold key to success 

As more countries are using effective treatment regimens to prevent HIV transmission to 
babies, the total number of children born with HIV has decreased. An estimated 370 000 
[230 000–510 000] children were newly infected with HIV in 2009, representing a drop of 
24% from five years earlier.  

Significant gains were observed in sub-Saharan Africa where new HIV infections among 
children have fallen 32%.  
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Just 14 countries now account for more than 80% of the gap in providing services to prevent 
mother-to-child transmission. Nigeria alone contributes to 32% of the worldwide gap.  
 
Human rights are part of AIDS strategies but not fully implemented 

The report also contains new data which shows that human rights efforts are increasingly 
being integrated into national AIDS strategies, with 89% of countries explicitly 
acknowledging or addressing human rights in their AIDS strategies and 91% having 
programmes in place to reduce stigma and discrimination. However, punitive laws continue 
to hamper access to AIDS-related services—79 countries worldwide criminalize same sex 
relations and six apply the death penalty. In the Asia-Pacific region, 90% of countries have 
laws which obstruct the rights of people living with HIV. 
 
Resource demand outstripping supply 

UNAIDS estimates that a total of US$ 15.9 billion was available for the AIDS response in 
2009, US$ 10 billion short of what is needed in 2010 and funding from international sources 
appears to be reducing. Donor governments’ disbursements for the AIDS response in 2009 
stood at US$ 7.6 billion, lower than the US$ 7.7 billion available in 2008. Declines in 
international investments will affect low-income countries the most—nearly 90% rely on 
international funding for their AIDS programmes.  

The report highlights the urgent need to sustain and scale up good investments and for 
countries to share the financial burden of the epidemic. Many countries are under-investing 
and need to increase their domestic financial commitments to sustain and scale up the AIDS 
response. A new Domestic Investment Priority Index developed by UNAIDS shows that 
almost half of the 30 countries in sub-Saharan Africa are spending less than their capacity— 
commensurate to their disease burden and availability of government resources. The index 
also shows that some developing countries with strong economies can meet a substantial 
portion of their resource needs from domestic sources alone.  

[END]  
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UNAIDS, the Joint United Nations Program on HIV/AIDS, is an innovative United Nations 

partnership that leads and inspires the world in achieving universal access to HIV 
prevention, treatment, care and support. Learn more at unaids.org. 
 


