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Statement: UNODC Constructive Dialogue on Trafficking in Persons
  

To be delivered at Vienna, July 1st 2022, by Ms Mercy Otieno, Head of Protection, HAART 

Statement by Awareness Against Human Trafficking – HAART 

Awareness Against Human Trafficking – HAART is a non governmental organisation based in 
Nairobi, Kenya, with the mission to fight human trafficking using UN’s 4 Ps. For more than a 
decade, HAART has been working with VoTs; mostly African and Asian women and children 
who were trafficked to Kenya and with Kenyans who were trafficked internally or abroad, 
mainly to Gulf States. HAART provides basic needs, psychosocial support, legal advice, 
educational training, help with repatriation, and more. Often, we remark that victims in 
interaction with law enforcement are either criminalized or reduced to their role of witnesses 
with the focus being on the perpetrators. Not rarely, victims tell us that they were denied help 
when contacting their respective embassies and how they encountered institutional racism 
and classism instead. 

Recommendations 

Law enforcement agencies and embassies as first points of contact for many survivors must 
be trained on recognising and responding to human trafficking. They should be aware of the 
particular challenges that many survivors of human trafficking face as a result of their 
experiences. Personal safety, basic need coverage and trauma-sensitive support must be 
accessible to victims immediately. 

The criminal justice system in many countries heavily relies on victims as main witnesses for 
successful prosecution. Victims’ testimonials sometimes lack corroborative evidence, trauma 
can influence their statements. Not all victims want to participate in the criminal justice 
system. Therefore, law enforcement needs to diversify the investigation process and 
evidence collection for prosecution to be successful without relying on victims as main 
witnesses. Governments need to invest in training of law enforcers as well as investigation 
equipment. The processes often focus on prosecuting the perpetrators. Equally important, 
victims need legal advice on how to achieve their right to remedy.  

As for the immediate care and shelter of survivors: States should have in place guidelines 
that stipulate the minimum standards of assisting victims and set up review mechanisms to 
ensure that all stakeholders abide by the guidelines. 

Repatriation and not deportation; victims should be given the right to stay in the country they 
were trafficked to and if they wish to do so, their legal status must be safe and clear. If they 
wish to return to their country of origin, they should do so in safe conditions and in full 
respect of their human rights. Additionally, there should be collaboration between the 
country of origin and the returning country to ensure that victims have access to financial 
and psychosocial assistance that will allow their successful reintegration. 

Often, the process of human trafficking starts with a recruitment agency, and too often they 
go with impunity. Member states should put in place comprehensive systems that enable 
law enforcers to track the various recruitment agencies involved in employment. Further, we 
recommend a feedback mechanism system where people can report cases of human rights 
violations by particular agencies and effective actions can be taken against those that take 
part in human trafficking. 


