
GREETINGS  
 
My name is Armando Loizaga Pazzi  
 
I am President of the Multidisciplinary Association for the Preservation of 
Indigenous Traditions of Sacred Plants. Our Organization works closely with Tribal 
Governments and Traditional Medicine practitioners of many different tribes. Some 
in North America who use the Peyote plant in ceremonial contexts and some from 
the Amazon who utilize Ayahuasca for healing and personal evolution also in 
structured rituals. These plants have been revered by indigenous people for 
thousands of years and have gained the status of Master Plants or Teacher Plants 
and constitute fundamental pillars of culture and traditional medicine practices for 
many indigenous people in North and South America and they are referred to as 
Medicines by such tribal groups. Nierika promotes sustainability of the practices 
and protection of the territories where these plants grow, as well as,  promoting 
scientific research on the therapeutic potential of the structured and medicinal use 
of these plants within their cultural contexts. We are also active in educating policy 
makers as to the importance of preserving this knowledge for future generations of 
both indigenous and non-indigenous people.  
 
I travelled all the way from Mexico to speak to this Commission as Civil Society in 
different capacities: First and foremost as President  of Nierika an NGO committed 
to Indigenous rights and Public Health, but also, As a recovering addict with 29 
years of sobriety, As a Certified Addiction Counselor with close to 25 years 
experience having treated thousands of people who have struggled with substance 
abuse and dependence, and, as a human being who has benefited immensely by 
participating in ceremonial consumption of these psychoactive plants in supervised 
contexts with indigenous healers. Such participation has inspired my dedication to 
this human rights cause and has also supported my psychological wellbeing and 
has strengthen my sobriety from narcotic and stimulant drugs. 
 
I have come here to protest the fact that these psychotropic plants and the people 
who use them (indigenous and non-indigenous) have become for the past 35 years 
collateral victims of the so called: War on Drugs! 
 
In spite of the fact that none of these plants are identified in any of the three 
International Conventions their psychoactive substances are scheduled as class I 
and are therefore treated as having no therapeutic potential, as being inherently 
addictive and as important public health hazards. This classification is outdated 
and misinformed as it not based on scientific evidence when we consider these 
plants from an Intercultural Medicine perspective. Scientific research on the 
therapeutic benefits of psychedelics is resurgent, in spite of exceeding restrictions, 
with very promising outcomes in the treatment of: Depression, Nicotine addiction, 
Anxiety related to terminal illness, Addictions, PTSD, Eating Disorders among 
other mental health challenges in prestigious universities such as the John Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, Imperial College of London and University of Zurich 
to name a few. 



  
Nierika respectfully requests to this CND, to the INCB and The WHO to consider 
creating a Multidisciplinary Commission comprised of scientists, indigenous 
experts and stakeholders to review and update policies governing these 
psychoactive plants and substances that can derive in sound regulations taking 
into account scientific data and human rights of indigenous and non-indigenous 
people who benefit from the appropriate use of these plants preventing diversion 
and standardizing procedures and best practices to protect users from malpractice 
and abuse but allowing for the maximization of their benefits to public health.  


