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The objective of our intervention is to highlight the situation of women with regards to drug 
problems and drug policies and the actions undertaken by Equis: Justice for Women in order to 
promote governmental interventions in this field. 

With respect to the first point, it is important to draw attention to the fact that the use and abuse 
of drugs by women is a phenomenon that is essentially invisible and has hardly been studied from a 
qualitative and quantitative perspective. This is partly due to women’s lower rates of drug use and the 
fact that they approach treatment centers less frequently than men. Female drug users face the 
following social, economic and cultural barriers:  stigma, shame, dependence on an intimate partner, 
care work responsibilities and fear of losing custody of their children. In addition to these factors, there 
is a lack of public policies that respond adequately to these gender differences.   

In relation to criminal law, there has been an exponential increase in the number of women 
incarcerated for drug offences. Between 2000 and 2015, the female prison population has grown 50%. 
Drug-related crimes are the primary and secondary cause of women’s imprisonment. On the one hand, 
illicit drug trafficking networks recruit the most vulnerable women to fill the most dangerous roles in 
the lowest ranks of the criminal hierarchy. On the other hand, founded on an abuse of criminal law and 
on a one-size fits all approach, punitive drug policy leads to the discrimination of women.  

Our organization is working closely with Mexican federal governmental institutions to address 
these issues. First of all, we are convening an inter-institutional dialogue group. The main objective is 
to create a space for high-level inter-institutional dialogue where we will aim to synchronize current 
institutional responses, seek governmental commitment to reform current drug policies that affect 
women, and hold the authorities accountable for fulfilling the commitments they assumed before the 
United Nations and other international bodies regarding the incorporation of gender perspective into 
drug policies. This also includes the Resolution Incorporation of a gender perspective in policies and 
programs related to drugs which was adopted during the 59th Session of the Commission on Narcotic 
Drugs, Vienna, 2016.  

We are also organizing a Regional dialogue with Mexican and Latin American expert officials. 

Other activities include strategic litigation, a law initiative and a study on drug courts in Mexico 
with a gender perspective. 

With these actions, we pursue the mainstreaming of gender perspective in drug policy in order 
to create better conditions for all women in the criminal justice system and for their children. 

Thank you for your attention.  

 

 


