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UNODC helps countries and its people to reduce illegal drugs and crime throughout the world and to address justice and human security. It 

helps Member States with technical assistance, legal advice and research within the framework of the United Nations Convention against 

Transnational Organized Crime  and its three Protocols, the United Nations Convention against Corruption and the three United Nations 

Conventions on Drugs.  

UNODC South Asia is present in Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

UNODC ROSA - Highlights for 2011 

As the year draws to a close, we reflect on what we have done and achieved this year, what made the year special for us and what still 

remains to be done. With this, the UNODC staff based in Bangladesh, India, Maldives and Nepal thanks you - our readers - for your interest, 

cooperation and support, looks forward to continue working with you and wishes you a wonderful and successful 2012!  

Countries in South Asia made significant strides in 2011 towards strengthening security through international cooperation by ratifying the UN Convention against 

Transnational Organised Crime (UNTOC) as well as the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC). India ratified UNTOC and its three protocols on 

anti human trafficking, smuggling of migrants and firearms trafficking in May 2011 while Bangladesh accessed the UNTOC in July and Nepal’s parliament ratified the 

UNTOC. Both India and Nepal ratified the UN Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), thus laying an important foundation for UNODC’s future work in the 

prevention and control of transnational organized crime and corruption within the countries and across borders.   

Several regional meetings and conferences related to UNODC’s work were held in 2011 to further strengthen cooperation within South Asia and beyond.  

Another important South Asia specific event in the area of HIV prevention and drug treatment was held later in the year in Maldives. A Regional workshop on 

Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST) organized by the World Bank from 7 to 9 September, in partnership with UNODC and hosted by the Government of Maldives, 

brought together key stakeholders from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Maldives, Nepal and Pakistan, including representatives from Ministries of Health and 

Home Affairs, relevant drug control bodies, NGOs, development partners and experts. The country delegations presented the progress made in the implementation 

of OST in their respective country – now rolled-out in almost all South Asian countries at pilot level – and discussed problems and opportunities for future scale-up 

of OST as one of the critical measures to contain HIV among injecting drug users as well as an essential drug treatment option. Each country delegation also 

elaborated a 100 - day action plan with a firm commitment to scale-up OST. 

On 14 to 15 November 2011, the Indian Government hosted the 2nd Paris Pact Expert Working Group meeting on 

Precursors. The Paris Pact, founded in 2003, is a UNODC-supported partnership among more than 55 countries 

which aims at collectively addressing Afghanistan-sourced heroin production, trafficking and consumption. The 

meeting organized by the Central Bureau of Narcotics, Gwalior with support from UNODC gathered more than 50 

participants from 30 countries and organizations, including national competent authorities dealing specifically with 

drug and precursor control, the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) as well as UNODC experts. It dealt 

specifically with the role of precursors in heroin production in Afghanistan and ways of improving control over trade 

to prevent possible diversion into illicit channels.  

One week later, the Government of India also hosted the 35th Meeting of the Heads of National Drug Law Enforcement Agencies (HONLEA), Asia and Pacific 

Region in Agra from 22 to 25th November 2011. The HONLEA is a subsidiary body to the Commission of Narcotic Drugs, one of UNODC’s Governing Bodies. Some 

100 representatives from Governments in the Asia Pacific Region and inter-governmental bodies attended the meeting, which gathers the Heads of the Drug Law 

Enforcement Agencies with the aim to strengthening efforts to curb illicit drug production and trafficking and to improve coordination at the sub regional and 

regional level. 

The year ended with the first ever UNODC-organized workshop on Strengthening international cooperation in 

criminal matters, particularly terrorist cases, which took place from 12 to 14 December 2011 in New Delhi.
1
 The 

workshop brought together law enforcement and criminal justice officers from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 

Nepal and Sri Lanka and aimed at improving knowledge on and implementation of international legal instruments 

against terrorism. Country delegations presented national legislations and ways of dealing with specific cases which 

involved international cooperation. They also identified gaps and areas that require strengthening. The findings of this 

first counter-terrorism workshop will lay the basis for UNODC’s future cooperation in counter-terrorism in the region.   

 

UN treaties on crime and corruption 

 Regional policy dialogue and cooperation 

In February 2011, the UN Regional Task Force meeting on injecting drug use and HIV for Asia and the Pacific was held 

in New Delhi, India. Comprising representatives from five constituencies, i.e. Governments, relevant UN agencies, 

donor countries, civil society and technical advisors, the task force’s role is to contribute to the reduction of HIV 

infection among and from injecting drug users (IDU) in the Asia Pacific region, by increasing coverage of comprehensive 

HIV interventions through regional and country level advocacy, coordination and use of strategic information for policy 

dialogue. After many years of having a geographic focus on South East Asia, the Task Force Meeting was brought to 

South Asia this year to help broaden the discussion to include South Asia specific issues.    

 

 



 

 UNODC continued to provide technical cooperation in the region through its ongoing programme in HIV prevention among drug users
2
 and in prisons

3
, in drug law 

enforcement as well as in anti-human trafficking.  

Regarding HIV prevention among drug users and in prisons, UNODC continued to advocate in South Asia for the implementation of the comprehensive package 

of services for HIV prevention, as endorsed by UNAIDS, UNODC and WHO and provided support to the delivery of effective services.  

Maldives made significant progress in 2011 in building capacities to address drug use as well as cater to the needs 

of recovering drug users and their families. Under a partnership project with the Government of Maldives
4
, 14 

local NGOs across 9 atolls are supported to provide aftercare and support services for recovering drug users, their 

partners and families. On 26 June – World Drug Day – ‘1410’, a 24/7 national toll - free drug helpline was 

launched by the President of Maldives. A collaboration between UNODC, DDPRS, and local telecom companies, 

the helpline aims to provide community members, especially in the remote islands of Maldives, with accurate 

information related to substance use and the different drug treatment, care and associated support services 

available in the country, in a confidential and professional manner. One day later, the President also inaugurated 

To address drug use before it occurs, UNODC, in collaboration with UNICEF, UNFPA, the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Ministry of Health and Family, 

Government of Maldives has developed a training of trainers programme for school teachers on “Life skills education for prevention of drug use”. The objective 

is to create a cadre of trainers who can impart life skills education to young people. So far 64 teachers and principals from 13 schools across nine atolls have been 

trained with plans to further scale it up.  

UNODC has also provided technical assistance to the Narcotics Control Council, Government of Maldives and the DDPRS in areas of policy making, strategy, drug 

treatment and prevention. Of particular success were the Drug Prevention Mapping and Planning event in June 2011, support to formulation of the Narcotics 

Results Framework under the Strategic Action Plan for Maldives and formulation of the National Strategic Plan on HIV/AIDS 2012 to 2016.  

 Technical cooperation programme  

UNODC participated in the review of Bhutan’s National HIV/AIDS Programme, a joint exercise between national and international partners. The findings will 

feed into drafting the country’s next National Strategic Plan for HIV/AIDS and STIs (2012-16).  

Also in India, UNODC participated in the planning of the HIV prevention strategy for Injecting Drug Users by the National AIDS Control Organisation (NACO) for 

the fourth phase of the National AIDS Control Programme (NACP IV). As a technical partner in the implementation of the Global Fund Round 9 IDU project, 

UNODC is developing a number of capacity building material, conducting operational research, and training a cadre of trainers in order to improve the quality of 

services in IDU interventions in India.  

UNODC’s work on prevention of HIV in prisons focused on further research as well as evaluation of ongoing 

interventions.  In Tihar prisons, India, where OST started in 2008, a scientific evaluation of the three year long 

experience with the OST Programme in Tihar Prisons, India was conducted. In addition, strategic information 

regarding Knowledge, Attitudes, Behaviors and Practices (KAPB) among inmates in prisons has been collated for 21 

prison sites in six countries of South Asia. In addition, consultative action plans have been developed together with 

prison authorities and other stakeholders in India, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka in order to enhance the provision of 

comprehensive HIV prevention, care and treatment services to prison population.  

In the area of drug law enforcement and precursor control, UNODC has further provided training for the 

implementation of the UNODC-developed Computer Based Training (CBT) for drug law enforcement in nine 

regional training centres of the National Academy of Customs Excise and Narcotics (NACEN) in India
5
.  In January 

2011, Maldives became the second country in South Asia (after India) to roll out the UNODC developed CBT for 

drug law enforcement. The CBT programme was formally launched in the country on 26 January 2011, 

International Customs Day, as part of the UNODC – Government of Maldives partnership to strengthen drug law 

enforcement capacities in South Asia. 

Within its mandate to address human trafficking, UNODC, together with the Ministry of Tourism (MoT), Government 

of India (GoI) has developed an initiative on ‘Safe and Honorable Tourism’, which specifically deals with the 

prevention of sexual exploitation, pornography, human trafficking, drug use and trafficking in connection with 

tourism. Following the adoption of the National Code of Conduct on Safe and Honorable Tourism on 1st July 2010, 

the Government has now included in its policy that all consultations organized by trade associations of the hospitality 

and tourism industry in India should include a session on safe & honourable tourism. This year, UNODC was invited to 

eight consultations across India, where UNODC sensitised the travel and tourism industry on human trafficking, 

exploitation of women and children in tourism, global initiatives to address these concerns and possible responses of 

the Indian tourism 

Under the UN Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT), UNODC and UN Women have produced a Legal and Policy Review of Responses to Human 

Trafficking in India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. This review laid the basis for developing a joint regional programme between UNODC and the 

International Organization on Migration (IOM) on strengthening criminal justice responses to human trafficking in Bangladesh, India, Nepal and Sri Lanka.  

 

One of the key measures is the provision of Opioid Substitution Therapy (OST) through the ‘Methadone Maintenance 

Therapy (MMT)”. UNODC has now started pilots in all the countries with evidence of injecting drug use. In Bangladesh, 

UNODC has been able to provide methadone to more than 150 clients since its inception in June 2010, in partnership 

with the Department of Narcotics Control, Government of Bangladesh. In Nepal, MMT is provided through three sites 

based in Medical College hospitals in partnership with the Ministry of Home, Government of Nepal. In Maldives, in 

partnership with the Ministry of Health, MMT is being provided through a centre operated by the Department of Drug 

Prevention and Rehabilitation Services (DDPRS) catering to more than 50 clients. In India, after sustained advocacy for 

the past two years, UNODC can now roll out MMT in five sites in the country. All new sites have been refurbished and 

staff has been trained and has undertaken exposure visits. The dispensing of methadone is due to start in the New Year,  

 

 

 

 

2012. UNODC also developed a ‘Standard Operating Procedure’ for the implementation and scale up of Methadone in Maldives.   

the first ever rehabilitation centre for female drug users at VilliMale island. A collaboration between the DDPRS and UNODC, the centre provides both out-

patient and in-patient drug treatment services exclusively for women who use drugs, based on evidence-based treatment approaches.  

tourism industry. UNODC is currently working with the MoT to develop a National Training Programme on Safe and Honorable Tourism. 

        1 – Funded by the German Government, 2 – Funded by AusAID, 3 – Funded by Sweden, 4 – Funded by the European Union (EU), 5 – Funded by the Indian Government 

 



 

 

 Cooperation within the UN  

UNODC participated for the first time in the global UN-wide conference, 

the XII UN Round Table on Communication for Development (UNRT on 

C4D), which in 2011 took place in New Delhi, India from 14 to 17 

November. The theme for this Round Table was ‘The Role and Relevance of 

Adolescent Girls in Transforming Society and Achieving MDGs’. Considering 

the high vulnerability of adolescent girls, UNODC submitted two 

background papers for the Round Table, one on ‘Human Trafficking, 

Communication and Adolescent Girls’ and the other on ‘Drug Use, 

During 2011, the UN India and Nepal started preparations for the roll-out of the next United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). UNODC 

engaged actively in both exercises. Approaches for both countries are different owing to the nature of the cooperation of the UN in each country. In both, 

UNODC participates in the priority areas related to health, gender-based violence and governance.  For India, the UNDAF has been completed with a framework 

that reflects the reality of India as an emerging middle-income country and donor.  

 International Days 

 
The Office organized activities across the region for the World Drug Day (26

th
 

June 2011) and attended a series of events organized, such as the official 

commemoration by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment, Government 

of India. A number of awareness raising events such as rallies, competitions, 

street theatre, media shows took place in North-East India with special focus on 

women who use drugs as well as in Bangladesh, Maldives and Nepal. 

 

On International Anti-Corruption Day (9
th

 December 2011), UNODC together with the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC), 

India and UNDP organized a panel discussion in New Delhi. Bringing together representatives from the CVC, Confederation 

of Indian Industry (CII), media and civil society, the discussion focused on the role that each stakeholder can play in the 

implementation of the UNCAC. UNODC also organized the production and dissemination of ‘ACT- Against Corruption Today’ 

T-shirts and 2012 calendars on anti-corruption, for which two private sector firms contributed as part of their Corporate 

Social Responsibility initiatives. UNODC also teamed up with UNDP, the UN Millennium Campaign (UNMC) and 

ipaidabribe.com to launch an online ‘ACT’ information campaign which features anti-corruption knowledge products, blogs, 

videos, a quiz and even a contest. The link is http://ipaidabribe.com/act 

 
Since the India Armed Violence Assessment (IAVA) - a project of the Small Arms Survey came to India, UNODC has 

been working with this Geneva based think-tank on its research on arms in India. On 20th September 2011, IAVA 

together with UNODC and the United Nations Information Centre for India and Bhutan presented the IAVA’s first 

assessment on India to the media and the general public in New Delhi. The IAVA studies and seeks to develop a 

comprehensive evidence on armed violence and fatalities in India.  

 A month later, the well known Colombian musician and peace activist César López came to India. Cesar is best 

known for his creation, the ‘escopetarra’ - a guitar fashioned out of decommissioned AK-47 rifles. Cesar has been 

using the escopetarra as a symbol, which stands for the possibility of transformation: of a gun into a guitar and 

likewise of people’s minds from conflict and violence to peace. By coming 

To advocate against human trafficking is a key priority of our Office.  In 2011, UNODC participated in events related to the 

‘CNN Freedom Project – Ending modern day slavery’, such as the panel discussion in connection with the release of the 

documentary ‘Nepal’s Stolen Children’ as well as the launch of an India-based documentary “Trapped by Tradition”.  

 In this regard, our office was also happy to welcome Mrs. Rani Hong, who revisited 

India and UNODC in 2011 after her earlier visit in 2010. Rani, of Indian origin, is a 

trafficking survivor and has - together with her husband - dedicated her life to 

advocate against human trafficking through her US-based organisation, the Tronie 

Foundation. This time, Rani travelled to India and Nepal to explore possibilities of 

eng 

 

 

 

 Other special events 

to India, Cesar fulfilled his cherished dream of donating an “escopetarra” to the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Smriti. A 

ceremony organized by the Embassy of Colombia in India, took place at the memorial in New Delhi on 31 October. As 

part of the Delhi International Arts Festival 2011, Cesar also performed on stage with two musicians from Argentina 

and Spain leaving hundreds in the audience captivated with his music and lyrics which came from the hearts of people, 

who suffer due to armed conflict. Cesar also visited the Amity International School, New Delhi, where he interacted 

with hundreds of students who listened attentively to his music and words and were eager to play the “escopetarra” 

themselves!  Finally to give Cesar an insight into the lives of drug users in India, UNODC took César to a slum colony on 

the banks of the river Yamuna. There, Cesar could witness life in a colony of rag-pickers, who go through their precarious life by using drugs, injecting a range of 

prescription drugs. He also was able to learn about the work of the NGO 'Sharan', which provides health services to them. 

engaging the youth into a mass campaign in South Asia against human trafficking. UNODC facilitated Rani’s visit to both 

countries, linking her up with institutions and individuals. Rani was recently appointed as a special advisor to the UN 

Global Initiative to Fight Trafficking (UN.GIFT). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Communication and Adolescent Girls’. During the Roundtable, UNODC also organized two sessions related to the same themes and chaired the session on anti-

human trafficking.    



 

The Regional UNODC Office for South Asia is located at:  EP 16/17, Chandragupta Marg, Chanakyapuri New Delhi, India- 110 021, Tel +91-11-4222 5000  We encourage 

feedback and comments. Do write to us at the following email address:  southasianewsletter@unodc.org Visit us at www.unodc.org/southasia 

 

 

 Publications 

Our office published a range of interesting publications covering emerging issues in different thematic areas as well as technical tools. 

Journey of Hope – Prevention of human 

trafficking and victim support initiatives; 

UNODC 2011  

 

Drug Control 

Misuse of Prescription Drugs – a South 

Asia Perspective; UNODC 2011 

 

HIV Prevention and Drug Use Prevention and Treatment 

Advocacy Strategy - Removing barriers to scale up of 

HIV/AIDS prevention and care programmes for 

injecting drug users and oral opioid users in South 

Asia; UNODC, UNAIDS, WHO 2011 

Counselling in Targeted Intervention 

for Injecting Drug Users (A three part 

module); UNODC-TISS, India 2011 

 

A Trainer’s Manual on drug use 

prevention, treatment and care 

among street children; UNODC- 

NISD, India 2011 

 

Reaching out to female sex 

partners of Injecting Drug 

Users - A training manual for 

service providers; UNODC 

2011 

 

Mapping and Size Estimation of 

Most-At-Risk Population in Nepal. 

A three volume set covering i) 

Female Sex Workers ii) Male Sex 

Worker, Transgender and their 

Clients and  iii) Injecting Drug 

Users; HSCB and NCASC, Govt of 

Nepal with UNAIDS, World Bank, 

UNDP and UNODC 2011 

 

UNODC ROSA Brochure 

Promoting Health, Justice and Rule of 

Law; UNODC Regional Office for South 

Asia 2011 

 

Anti Human Trafficking 

Legal and Policy Review of Responses to 

Human Trafficking in India, Nepal, Sri 

Lanka and Bangladesh; UNODC - UN 

Women 2011 

 

Psychosocial Care for Women in Shelter 

Homes; UNODC - NIMHANS, India 2011 

 

   

 

  

    


