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The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) assists Member
States in their efforts to combat illicit drugs and international crime. Over
the past two decades, the UNODC Regional Office for South
Asia (ROSA) has been working with governments and civil society in
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka, providing
specialized assistance to address challenges pertaining to regional
security, crime, justice and health. The commitment to Sustainable
Development Goals, human rights and the rule of law is at the core of our
mandate.

Learn More

Strategic Initiatives: Regional Snapshots

Countering Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking: Government of
Punjab seeks UNODC's assistance
ROSA Representative Sergey Kapinos called on the Chief Minister of Punjab (India),
Captain Amarinder Singh and senior government representatives and law
enforcement officials in October to discuss ways to develop a joint response to
address the drugs problem in the state. In the meeting, the Chief Minister called for
collaborative efforts and emphasised the pivotal role of UNODC in providing
technical assistance and bringing different stakeholders together.

Read More

Women's Health: Combating
human rights violations in
healthcare settings

Maritime Crime: Strengthening
security and fostering
partnerships
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Trafficking
in
Persons:
Strengthening capacities of law
enforcement agencies

Prison Reforms: Promoting the
Nelson Mandela rules and
addressing systemic concerns
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Promoting Peace and Human Rights through Schools: UNODC's
Education for Justice Initiative launched in India
Seeking to promote peace, security and justice through schools, ROSA sensitised
educators and students from across India through a series of workshops, lectures and
dialogues in September, under the aegis of UNODC's 'Education for Justice (E4J)'
initiative. Developed as part of UNODC's Global Programme for the Implementation
of the 2015 Doha Declaration, E4J is aimed at building a culture of lawfulness among
children and youth through the provision of age-appropriate educational materials on
topics related to criminal justice, crime prevention and the rule of law and the
integration of those materials into the curricula of all education levels.

Read More

Gender-based violence:
Developing joint responses with
UN agencies

Container Control Program:
Boosting security and
preventing crime
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Addressing HIV/AIDS:
Maximising impact through
technical support

South Asia: Preventing
recruitment and exploitation of
children by extremist groups
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South Asia: Combatting Illicit Trafficking of Afghan Opiates
Responding to the illicit trafficking of opiates from Afghanistan, a three-day regional
workshop was convened in October to sensitise South Asia’s top law enforcement
agencies on the issue and foster collective action. Supported by the Department of
Revenue, Government of India, the consultation was attended by over 25 security
officials from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal and Sri Lanka, besides
international experts from UNODC Headquarters, UNODC Afghanistan and UNODC
Global Maritime Crime Programme.

Read More

Working Group on Trafficking
in Persons: Providing technical
assistance and support

Gender-based violence:
Engaging with UNFPA to secure
women's rights and well-being
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Strengthening government
partnerships: Joining hands to
address drug abuse and crime

Countering Transnational
Organised Crime: Container
Control Program
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Building Business
Partnerships: Corporate Social
Responsibility and the SDGs

Addressing drug abuse:
Engaging the citizens through
awareness drives
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Countering human trafficking: Promoting awareness
In partnership with the Department of Law and Order (Government of Bhutan), a
series of workshops were organised in June and July to build awareness among
concerned citizens and train officials from law enforcement and legal agencies to
identify victims, investigate and prosecute cases related to trafficking in
persons. UNODC, in collaboration with national counterparts, also conducted a series
of awareness sessions for key populations who are either vulnerable or have a role to
play in identifying victims and preventing trafficking in persons in hot spots around
the country. In this direction, sensitisation programs were held with employees of
airline industry, Drayangs and taxi drivers in Bhutan.

Gen-Next at the forefront:
Sensitising young minds on
SDGs, peace and human rights

Engaging the Youth: Promoting
Peace and the Rule of Law
through the Arts
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Trafficking in Persons: Building
effective partnerships

UN Sustainable Development
Framework: Impetus to SDGs
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Trafficking in Persons for organ removal: Using Virtual
Reality to strengthen investigations
In September, UNODC unveiled an interactive virtual reality investigation tool aimed
at supporting law enforcement efforts in investigating trafficking in persons for organ
removal in medical/clinical settings. The tool is expected to be rolled out in Nepal in
2019. This virtual reality tool is globally the first for UNODC and, once available,
other countries will be encouraged to use and adapt it, based on their local/national
contexts.

Read More

Special Series: Deep Dive Dialogues

Experts extend support to 'Listen First' campaign;
communication is key to address drug abuse

say

A candid interaction on drug abuse and illicit trafficking featuring Ms. Mohini
Daljeet Singh, CEO of the Max India Foundation, Professor Rakesh Chadda,
Chief, National Drug Dependence and Treatment Centre at AIIMS, and Mr.
Devendra Dutt, Law Enforcement Specialist.

Read | Watch

"Survivors must be an integral part of the response to human
trafficking," say experts
A special conversation on trafficking in persons, with Dr. Rajeev Chandrasekhar,
Member of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, Ms. Shireen Vakil, Head-Policy and
Advocacy, Tata Trusts, and Mr. Sergey Kapinos, Representative, UNODC South
Asia.

Read | Watch

"Prisoners have the same human rights as ordinary citizens,"
say experts
A free and open dialogue on prisons and the criminal justice system, featuring Ms.
Kanwaljit Deol, Indian police veteran and former Director General (Investigations)
at the National Human Rights Commission, Ms. Vrinda Grover, Advocate,
Supreme Court of India and Mr. Sergey Kapinos, Representative, UNODC South
Asia.

Read | Watch

Special Series: Conversations

Cricket Icon Yuvraj Singh
extends support to efforts
against drug abuse, genderbased violence
Read | Watch

Nobel Peace Laureate Kailash
Satyarthi Urges Citizens,
Governments to "Act Together"
to End Human Trafficking
Read | Watch

Other Events

Terrorism

Smuggling of Migrants

UNODC joined hands with the

As part of activities under GLO.ACT,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

ROSA has joined efforts to conduct a

People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Multi-Country Study on Smuggling

to

organize

"Countering
Terrorism

a

workshop

on

of Migrants. For this purpose,

the

Financing

of

ROSA’s

Proliferation

of

undertook a mission to Brazil in

and

Nepal

Weapons of Mass Destruction by

August

Non-State Actors” in Dhaka in

meetings with the Federal Police,

September. The workshop focused

airport officials, public prosecutors,

on emerging trends in Terrorist and

and civil society.

Proliferation Financing such as the

ROSA also engaged in discussions

misuse of prepaid-travel cards and

with the Department of Migration,

cryptocurrencies,

Refugee Committee, IOM, UNHCR

among

other

thematic areas.

in

partnership

corporate
India,

conduct

planning

and the Embassy of Nepal.

Drug Abuse
ROSA,

to

Coordinator

Violent Extremism
with

partner

spearheaded

a

its

In October, UNODC's Terrorism

Max

Prevention Branch conducted three

special

joint

consultative

meetings

in

advocacy program in the village of

Maldives, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh

Rail Majra, Punjab

on

in August

the

prevention

of

to enhance awareness of drug abuse

extremism

and

among

mainstreaming in criminal justice

rural

responses to terrorism. The aim was

women. A sensitization talk on drug

to understand the trends, lessons

abuse was also convened in the

learnt, capacity building needs and

village of Behrampur Bet in Punjab’s

opportunities for collaboration in

Ropar district, to highlight the

beneficiary

situation in Punjab with regard to

discussions also emphasised the

drug abuse and its impact on the

need to foster cooperation between

young generation.

governments and civil society.

personal

antenatal

hygiene

mothers

and

and

violent
gender

countries.

The

FUNDING PARTNERS

The aforementioned activities
were made possible
through the generous support of:
Department of Revenue, Government of India
European Union
Government of Japan
Government of Qatar
Max India Foundation
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD)
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
US State Department

Regional Programme for South Asia (2018-2021)

UNODC's latest Regional Programme for South Asia (2018-2021)
has been prepared in close consultation with the governments of the six
member states. The Regional Programme highlights a set of priorities and
operational responses for the period 2018-2021, while offering flexibility
to adapt to evolving threats and specific needs of Member States.

Support UNODC South Asia

Your generous contribution to promote peace, justice and health and
funding assistance to our technical cooperation projects is critical in
ensuring human security and will go a long way.
Contributions from external partners form a large base of our funding.
Our partnerships help to build national and regional alliances on our
mandates, which are closely linked to global priorities as well as the
achievement of SDGs. Businesses too can enable and aid large-scale and
impactful UNODC initiatives under their Corporate Social Responsibility
mandates.
Your support can make all the difference. We seek your active and
generous assistance as a partner and friend of UNODC to help improve
lives in South Asia!
To know more, please contact:
Mr. Samarth Pathak
Communications Officer
UNODC Regional Office for South Asia
Email: samarth.pathak@un.org
Cellphone: +91-9811347927

Contact Us
EP 16/17, Chandragupta Marg, Chanakyapuri, New Delhi-110021, India
Telephone: +91-11-24104968/70/73
Email: samarth.pathak@un.org
Website: www.unodc.org/southasia/
Facebook: @unodc.rosa
Twitter: @unodc_rosa
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