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Good morning. 

 

Your Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol,  

Your Excellency Dr. Kittipong Kittayarak   

Mr. Daniel Toole 

Excellencies 

Distinguished Delegates 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

On behalf of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, a warm welcome to the UN Conference 

Centre and to the regional training workshop on Responding to Violence against Children in contact with 

the Justice System.  UNODC is honoured to be in the presence of so many distinguished delegates who 

all have a crucial role to play in preventing and responding to children who are in contact with the 

justice system.   

 

The issue of child victims and witnesses of crime has been receiving increased national, regional and 

international attention over the past years. Yet the rights of those children have not been adequately 

recognized and respected, and they may suffer additional hardship when involved in the justice process.   

 

Against this background, UNODC has partnered with UNICEF, the Thailand Institute of Justice, 

international and regional experts to provide training to police, prosecutors, judges, and social workers 

on two key areas: 

• A  new international normative instrument to be adopted by the UN General Assembly by 

December 2014 and called ‘The United Nations Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the 

Elimination on Violence against Children in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice’; 

and 

• The recently drafted UNODC/UNICEF training curriculum on the treatment of child victims and 

witnesses of crime. 

‘The United Nations Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the Elimination on Violence against 

Children in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice’ – which I will refer to as the “Model 

Strategies” – were approved by the Economic and Social Council in July 2014 and recommended for 

adoption by the General Assembly of the United Nations by December 2014.  The development of this 

instrument took place during an intergovernmental expert group meeting which was generously hosted 

by the Government of Thailand here in Bangkok in February 2014.  
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I would like to take this opportunity to thank Her Royal Highness Princess Bajrakitiyabha Mahidol and 

the Government of Thailand, represented by the Thailand Institute of Justice, for the instrumental role 

played in the development and negotiation process of the “Model Strategies”.  I would also like to thank 

UNICEF for having assisted UNODC in the elaboration of the content of the draft “Model Strategies”. 

 

The issue of violence against children forms a key component of the work of UNODC in the area of 

Justice for Children, and UNODC is proud of having taken the lead in supporting Member States in the 

development of this new normative instrument. The adoption by the General Assembly of the United 

Nations will mean that UNODC will have a new benchmark for action to identify the needs and 

capacities of countries and to provide technical assistance and advisory services to Member States to 

prevent and respond to violence against children.  In this respect, UNODC will partner with UNICEF to 

deliver a joint Global Programme on Violence against Children aimed at translating into concrete action 

the “Model strategies".   

 

The approval by the international community of the “Model Strategies” represents a historical 

achievement and a strong endorsement of the commitment of Member States towards addressing the 

issue of violence against children.  Because special attention must be given to the especially vulnerable 

situation of children in contact with the justice system, the “Model Strategies” aim not only to improve 

the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in preventing and responding to violence against 

children, but also to protect children against any violence that may result from their contact with that 

system. 

 

I am delighted to say that this regional training workshop is the first capacity building initiative based on 

this recently approved instrument and we hope it will serve as a good example for similar events in 

other parts of the world 

 

Over the past years, UNODC has jointly developed a number of tools with UNICEF including an online 

training package on Guidelines on Justice in Matters Involving Child Victims and Witnesses of Crime.  This 

online tool has now been developed into a classroom style training curriculum and will be pilot tested at 

this workshop tomorrow and on Wednesday. 

 

Ladies and gentleman, UNODC Regional Office in Thailand oversees activities in 34 countries and 

territories across East Asia and the Pacific, including programmes implemented by offices in Cambodia, 

China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Myanmar and Viet Nam.  Currently, the activities implemented by UNODC in 

Southeast Asia and the Pacific contribute to the achievement of the results envisaged in the 2014-2017 

Regional Programme Framework related to Transnational Organised Crime, Anti-Corruption, Terrorism 

Prevention, Criminal Justice Systems, Drugs and Health, and Alternative Development. 

 

UNODC is well positioned to continue providing technical assistance to countries in this region including 

ensuring that children are better served and protected by justice systems.  This on-going assistance 

includes improvement of legislative, regulatory and policy frameworks, knowledge and skills 

enhancement of police, prosecutors and judges and cross-border cooperation.  

 

An excellent example of this ongoing assistance in the region is UNODC’s programme on Combatting 

Child Sex Offences.  UNODC is delivering technical assistance to Member States in the area of 

combatting child sexual exploitation and has developed a training curriculum titled - Investigating 

Sexual Exploitation of Children - to enhance capacities of both frontline and specialist police officers in 

the Southeast Asia region.  The curriculum, developed with national and international police 

counterparts – some of who are here today - is available in five languages - English, Khmer, Lao, Thai and 

Vietnamese.  It is a generic training curriculum that can be tailored to any country context in the world.  

This is an example of how UNODC develops globally recognised tools and manuals, with the aim of 

ensuring that a consistent international standard is met towards the protection of children.   
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In conclusion, the mission of UNODC is to contribute to the achievement of security and justice for all by 

making the world safer from crime, drugs, and terrorism. UNODC has the mandate to support Member 

States in preventing crime and violence, and strengthening their justice systems.  It is within this 

mandate that UNODC supports Member States in ensuring that children are better served and 

protected by justice systems.  In spite of the best efforts made by all concerned, more work to support 

Member States is still necessary.   

 

This workshop has successfully brought together participants from 16 countries in the East Asia Pacific 

Region.  Our joint efforts are therefore essential to translating the learning in this workshop into 

concrete actions.  My sincere thanks to the organising team in UNODC, UNICEF and the Thailand 

Institute of Justice. 

 

I wish you all a fruitful meeting and thank you for your attention. 


