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Myanmar Opium Survey 2017: Fact Sheet
Introduction of the opium
poppy survey
Conducted jointly between
the Government of Myanmar
and UNODC, the opium survey
remains essential for mapping
the extent of opium poppy
cultivation and changes in
cultivation patterns in Myanmar.
The information is crucial to
develop effective strategies to
sustain the transition from an
illicit to a licit economy.

Indications of shrinking illicit opiate economy in Myanmar: changes
in regional drug market?
Facts at a glance
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The total area under opium poppy cultivation in Myanmar (Shan and Kachin states) fell 25% from its
2015 estimate to 41,000 hectares (ha).
Potential opium production in 2017 decreased by 14 % to 550 metric tons (mt), roughly 100 mt less
than 2015 (647 mt).
Large reductions in cultivation have occurred in East Shan (-37%) and South Shan (-29%), but in North
Shan and Kachin cultivation has remained relatively stable.
A high concentration of opium poppy was observed in areas of North Shan and Kachin states, where
continued conflicts and associated high insecurity were reported.
Most opium poppy eradication has been conducted in South Shan, while a negligible amount of
opium poppy was eradicated in North Shan and Kachin states.
The decrease in the total area under opium poppy cultivation has been in part offset by an increase
in the average opium yield.
Significant decreases in fresh and dry opium prices have been observed over the last five years.
Farmers interviewed also reported a reduced number of opium buyers.
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