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POLICE TRAINING IN PRISTINA, KOSOVO UNDER UNSCR 1244: 22ND– 24TH SEPTEMBER 2010

HANDOUT #7 – DEFINITIONS OF ORGANIZED CRIME
· Kosovo definition of organised crime

Organised crime is defined by the Art. 274 of the Kosovo Criminal Code. According to this Article, the term ‘organised crime’ means: “[...] a serious crime committed by a structured group in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit. 

The term ‘organized criminal group’ means a structured group existing for a period of time and acting in concert with the aim of committing one or more serious crimes in order to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit. 

The term ‘serious crime’ means an offence punishable by imprisonment of at least four years. The term "structured group" means a group of three or more persons that is not randomly formed for the immediate commission of an offence and does not need to have formally defined roles for its members, continuity of its membership or a developed structure”.  

· European Union definition of organised crime (which is very similar)

Article 1: Definitions
For the purposes of this Framework Decision:

1. 
‘criminal organisation’ means a structured association, established over a period of time, of more than two persons acting in concert with a view to committing offences which are punishable by deprivation of liberty or a detention order of a maximum of at least four years or a more serious penalty, to obtain, directly or indirectly, a financial or other material benefit;

2. 
‘structured association’ means an association that is not randomly formed for the immediate commission of an offence, nor does it need to have formally defined roles for its members, continuity of its membership, or a developed structure.

Article 2: Offences relating to participation in a criminal organisation
Each Member State shall take the necessary measures to ensure that one or both of the following types of conduct related to a criminal organisation are regarded as offences: 

(a) conduct by any person who, with intent and with knowledge of either the aim and general activity of the criminal organisation or its intention to commit the offences in question, actively takes part in the organisation’s criminal activities, including the provision of information or material means, the recruitment of new members and all forms of financing of its activities, knowing that such participation will contribute to the achievement of the organisation’s criminal activities;

(b) conduct by any person consisting in an agreement with one or more persons that an activity should be pursued, which if carried out, would amount to the commission of offences referred to in Article 1, even if that person does not take part in the actual execution of the activity.

· Other definitions (which are simpler)
For instance, the British Home Office:

“….. organised crime includes “any deliberate, co-operative criminal activity engaged in over a sustained period by the same set of three or more collaborating individuals or groups”. 

Or an academic definition:

…. “criminal activities for material benefit by groups that engage in extreme violence, corruption of public officials, including law enforcement and judicial officers, penetration of the legitimate economy (e.g. through racketeering and money-laundering) and interference in the political process”. 
,

So, this academic checklist would include: 

1. aim of profit or other material benefit

2. use of intimidation and / or threat and / or violence 

3. activities continued over a prolonged period of time 

4. use of commercial or other legal businesses, also for the purpose of money laundering 

5. influence on politics, the media, public administration, judicial authorities or police
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