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NEWS AND EVENTS  

Governments adopt Regional Anti- 

Corruption/Illicit Finance Roadmap 

 

21-25 June 2021, Ohrid, North Macedo-

nia: Over the past months UNODC in part-

nership with the Regional Anti-corruption 

Initiative (RAI) carried out consultations 

with the six Western Balkans jurisdictions to 

identify the most salient common priorities 

in the area of anti-corruption with the aim to 

develop a Regional Roadmap on Anti-

Corruption and Illicit Finance (Roadmap). Its 

objective is to fast-track the implementation 

of the United Nations Convention against 

Corruption (UNCAC), GRECO evaluations, the 

Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recom-

mendations and EU Directives on Anti-

money laundering and public procurement, 

in support of the achievement of SDG 16 in 

the Western Balkans. 

The Governments of the region were con-

vened to a high-level event in Ohrid, North 

Macedonia, organized by UNODC in coopera-

tion with the Ministry of Interior of North 

Macedonia and the Office of the Deputy 

Prime Minister for the Fight Against Corrup-

tion, Sustainable Development, and Human 

Resources, whereby the representatives 

from the Ministries of Justice, Ministries of 

the Interior, Prosecution offices, anti-

corruption bodies, financial intelligence 

units and procurement agencies agreed on 

the following priorities for the Roadmap, 

earlier identified at the 5th Berlin Process 

Security Commitments Steering Group meet-

ing: Public procurement (including emergen-

cy procurement); Asset, income and interest 

disclosure systems; Creation of a specialized 

operational network of corruption and eco-

nomic crimes prosecutors, law enforcement 

and financial intelligence units for the re-

gion. On 25 June, Ministers of Justice, Minis-

ters of Interior, Deputy Ministers, State Sec-

retaries and Heads of Anti-corruption agen-

cies from the region have formally endorsed 

the Roadmap for the Western Balkans. This 

commitment to fight corruption and illicit 

financial flows is a significant step forward 

in the region to align the jurisdictions in the 

region with international anti-corruption 

standards and to operate more effectively in 

these targeted areas. The UNODC work on 

the Roadmap is funded by the UK and Ger-

many and is undertaken in the context of the 

decisions of the Security Commitments 

Steering Group of the Berlin Process, within 

which the Governments of the region have 

endorsed this initiative. It is implemented in 

the framework of the UNODC Regional Pro-

gramme for South Eastern Europe (RP SEE). 

 

UN welcomes creation of GlobE Network 

to end cross-border corruption 

3 June 2021, Vienna, Austria/online: The 

first ever UN General Assembly special 

session against corruption welcomed the 

launch of a new global network today to 

“develop a quick, agile and efficient tool for 

combatting cross-border corruption 

offences. The Global Operational Network of 

Anti-Corruption Law Enforcement Autho-

rities (GlobE Network) offers UN Member 

States and States parties to the UNCAC the 

ability to connect anti-corruption practi-

tioners with their counterparts in different 

countries. It provides channels for secure 

and informal information exchange on 

specific cases, legislation, intelligence and 

anti-corruption tools. 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeasterneurope/UNODC_SEE_RP_27-11-2019_final.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeasterneurope/UNODC_SEE_RP_27-11-2019_final.pdf


“The Network will enable law enforcement 

authorities to navigate legal processes 

through informal cooperation across 

borders, helping to build trust and bring 

those guilty of corruption to justice,” said UN 

Secretary General Antonio Guterres in a 

special video message. “We expect the Globe 

Network to empower all countries with 

practical solutions and tools to track, 

investigate and prosecute corruption, 

complementing existing frameworks.” The 

GlobE Network was officially launched at an 

event with over 340 representatives of 

Member States, including Montenegro, anti-

corruption authorities and law enforcement 

networks participated. They discussed the 

importance of timely cross-border 

cooperation to end corruption and the 

unique role of the GlobE Network. 

“Conceived during the G20’s first-ever 

ministerial meeting on anti-corruption in 

2020, this network will put into action an 

important provision of the Convention: the 

improvement of direct cooperation between 

law enforcement authorities,” said UNODC 

Executive Director. (For info on both of the 

above: Virginia De Abajo Marques) 

 

UNODC contributes to the Berlin Process 

19 May 2021, online: The 5th Berlin Process 

Security Commitments Steering Group 

(SCSG) meeting, under the joint 

Chairmanship of the United Kingdom and 

North Macedonia, took place to address 

important regional topics, including 

international cooperation which is essential 

to address existing challenges posing a direct 

threat to collective security in SEE and 

beyond. The event was formally opened by 

Baroness Williams of Trafford, Minister of 

State (covering Security Minister), UK Home 

Office, alongside Mr. Oliver Spasovski, 

Minister of Interior of North Macedonia, and 

facilitated by the UK Home Office. The Berlin 

Process Security agenda was launched at the 

London Summit in 2018, and brought 

together for the first time Interior and 

Security Ministers in signing a Joint 

Declaration on information exchange in the 

field of law enforcement, alongside a 

commitment to deeper regional and 

international cooperation on tackling 

transnational organised crime and 

corruption. Since then, SCSG has been 

established to facilitate and oversee 

implementation of these commitments and 

to bolster relationships between partici-

pating states and organisations. With 

Western Balkan jurisdictions at the centre of 

focus, the SCSG has convened four meetings 

in London, Skopje, Sofia and online. Building 

on the existing Security Commitments made 

by the Ministers of the region, the agenda of 

the 5th SCSG meeting reviewed such topics as 

the development of the Regional Anti-

Corruption and Illicit Finance Roadmap, led 

by UNODC, other anti-corruption topics, the 

Small Arms and Light Weapons Roadmap, 

irregular migration, IISG coordination and 

donor mapping in the region. The meeting 

also reviewed the preparations for the 

Interior and Security Ministers’ meeting, the 

Berlin Summit and beyond. UNODC briefed 

the meeting on the Regional Anti-Corruption 

and Illicit Finance Roadmap, described 

above.  

 

UN Volunteers (UNVs) support UNODC in 

South Eastern Europe  

10 May 2021, Sarajevo, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina: UNODC has been partnering 

with the UNV to place young professionals in 

support of the UNODC efforts in researching, 

counteracting and preventing illicit drugs, 

crime and terrorism.  Since 2019, two UNVs 

have been supporting the implementation of 

the UNODC mandate in SEE. In North 

Macedonia, a UNV Specialist from South 

Korea was part of the UNODC Programme 

Office in Skopje and was engaged in the daily 

work of the office and assisting with 

research and analysis, among other topics. 

The UNV Youth from the Czech Republic has 

been supporting the UNODC Programme 

Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina during her 

one-year-long assignment with UNODC as a 

Regional Programme Associate by contri-

buting to the implementation of the UNODC 

mandate in the country and assisting in 

actions and tasks aimed at the visibility of 

the UNODC work in the region of SEE. This 

assignment was completed in May 2021 and 

the UNV has shared her views on this 

experience: “Serving as a UNV with UNODC 

in Bosnia and Herzegovina has turned out to 

be a life-changing experience both 

personally and professionally. I would 

recommend becoming a UNV to everyone 

wishing to expand their career in an 

international environment and keen to 

contribute to achieving the SDGs.” UNODC is 

looking forward to the continuation of the 

cooperation with the UNV and the Member 

States in this regard in the future. 

 

UNODC contributes to the DG NEAR 

2021 Enlargement package  

27 April 2021, Brussels, Belgium/online:  

UNODC participated in the consulta-

tions launched by the DG NEAR to inform the 

2021 Enlargement package, which consists 

of reports on the candidate countries and 

potential candidates, accompanied by a com-

munication on EU enlargement poli-

cy. UNODC was invited to sup-

port the monitoring of the situation in the 

jurisdictions of the region and share their 

experience, updates and relevant assess-

ments with the EC, as well as propose rec-

ommendations, along with other interna-

tional and non-governmental organizations. 

Accordingly, UNODC submitted written con-

tributions, summarizing information on the 

latest developments in the Western Balkans 

since June 2020, in line with its sphere of 

activities and mandate, as well as active-

ly contributed to the discussions on justice, 

anti-corruption, countering organised crime 

and related areas by providing additional 

inputs on the state of play in the mentioned 

sectors and clarifying specific points. 

UNODC remains one of the engaged actors in 

the Western Balkans as it supports the Gov-

ernments of the region in their efforts to-

wards the fulfilment of the Copenhagen cri-

teria, particularly in the areas of Chapters 

23, 24 and 28 of the EU Acquis. The adoption 

of the 2021 Enlargement package is fore-

seen for autumn 2021. UNODC stands ready 

to support the future implementation and 

operationalisation of recommendations and 

relevant initiatives in the Western Balkans, 

jointly with the EC, relevant EU agencies and 

other counterparts. (For info on all above: 

Ekaterina Kolykhalova) 
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Over 300kg of cocaine seized at Durres 

Port, Albania 

24 June 2021, Durres, Albania: A seizure of 

324.4kg of cocaine, with a locally estimated 

street value over 16 million EUR, was made 

in a truck attempting to depart Albania but 

intercepted at Durres Port. Following the 

inspection protocols and the use of non-

intrusive inspection techniques, anomalies 

were noted in the spare fuel tank of the 

truck. With the help of the Durres Port Con-

trol Unit (PCU) officers, trained in special-

ized search and examination techniques, 300 

packages were recovered and field-tested 

positive for cocaine. The routing of the truck 

showed that it entered Albania through the 

Qafa Thana Border Crossing Point (BCP), on 

the border with North Macedonia. The driver 

of the truck, a national of North Macedonia, 

was arrested and turned over to the Prose-

cution Office for further criminal investiga-

tion. The PCU officers, some of whom also 

have judicial police functions, are actively 

involved in analyzing the risk indicators to 

determine elements associated with the ori-

gins, transit route and final destination of the 

vehicle. As a result of this analysis, officers 

will benefit from the various risk metrics 

refining thereby local risk indicators and 

building knowledge and experience for im-

proved interdiction results and trade facilita-

tion. Since the beginning of 2021, the Durres 

PCU officers contributed to the seizure of 

over half a ton of cocaine. The Durres PCU 

was established and is supported by the 

UNODC-WCO Container Control Pro-

gramme and contributions from various do-

nors, the current one being the Govern-

ment  of France. (For info: Ela Banaj) 

 

Intelligence & Targeting Risk Manage-

ment Training held in Bosnia and Herze-

govina 

31 May-3 June 2021, Konjic, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina/online: The UNODC-

WCO  CCP organized the Intelligence and 

Targeting Risk Management Training for the 

officers of Indirect Taxation Authority (ITA) 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina who form part of 

the PCUs operating within the CCP frame-

work, and other officers involved in ITA 

work in the areas of intelligence, risk anal-

yses and targeting high-risk shipments im-

ported/exported and/or transiting through 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. Delivered in a hy-

brid  modality, the training set the occasion 

for experienced trainers from UNODC, UK 

border and customs authorities, the Customs 

Administration of Croatia, as well trainers 

from ITA to present and discuss current 

trends, methodologies and experiences in 

fighting organized crime and smuggling 

across international borders. In addition, the 

topics of transnational organized crime, chal-

lenges and responses of the law enforcement 

agencies (LEAs), profiling and analyses pro-

cesses and regional cooperation among LEAs 

were presented during the training. The 

training also provided the opportunity to 

observe models of regional and international 

cooperation among the PCUs in the region of 

Central Asia that contribute to the real-time 

exchange of information and enhance coop-

eration and support among the participatory 

customs and other law enforcement admin-

istrations. The training was carried out un-

der the framework of the UNODC-WCO Con-

tainer Control Programme, supported by the 

UK Government. (For info: Alen Gagula) 

 

Port Control Unit and Air cargo Control 

Unit make consecutive seizures at Alba-

nia's borders 

March/April 2021, Durres/Tirana, Alba-

nia: The PCU at Durres Port and ACCU at 

Tirana International Airport (TIA) in Albania 

are the two law enforcement entities estab-

lished under the UNODC-WCO Container 

Control Programme (CCP) charged with se-

curing Albania’s sea and air borders. Their 

priorities are to intercept high-risk inbound 

and outbound consignments and cargo and 

to undertake intelligence-led operations in 

cooperation with other law enforcement 

departments of the Albanian Customs, Police 

and Prosecution Office. The CCP team in Al-

bania regularly analyzes seizures made by 

both units. Trends between January and 

April 2021 suggest that cocaine shipments 

targeted Durres Port as the final destination 

with somewhat uncharacteristic routings, 

while airport cargo inspections illustrated 

that this type of crime, particularly when 

inbound, is becoming increasingly diversi-

fied, introducing new smuggling risks on  

carriers bound to Albania. The first quarter 

of 2021 was a success story for the CCP in 

Albania as a result of numerous training ac-

tivities, implementation of the CCP method-

ology (particularly with regard to risk indi-

cators), as well as the exchange of infor-

mation and the commitment of the PCU and 

ACCU officers. This success can be seen in 

the Units’ seizures, which include 192 kg of 

cocaine at Durres Port and 11,720 GBP and 

71 cloned credit and debit cards at TIA. 

These results indicate that the capacity of 

both Units has increased and encourage to 

pursue coordinated efforts among the na-

tional authorities to tackle criminal organi-

zations involved in illicit trafficking and thus 

building on the momentum. The Container 

Control Programme in Albania is supported 

by the Government of France. (For info: Ela 

Banaj) 

PROMOTING BORDER CONTROL MEASURES/CCP/AIRCOP 

The UNODC work in the region on promoting border control measures includes the below described activities 
as well as the work within the EU-UNODC Joint Action.  

EU-UNODC joint action newsletter here 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/southeasterneurope/UNODC_Border_Control_Action_Newsletter_6.pdf


ORGANIZED CRIME 

UNODC and OSCE kick off the project on 

Strengthening North Macedonia's Coun-

terterrorism Finance System in 2021-

2022 

 

14-16 June 2021, North Macedonia/

online: UNODC and OSCE jointly organized 

the first online foundation training course on 

Countering the Financing of Terrorism (CFT) 

for participants from the Ministries of De-

fense, Finance, Interior, Basic Public Prose-

cutor’s Office for Prosecuting Organized 

Crime and Corruption, and Customs of North 

Macedonia. The course was delivered in the 

form of lectures, exercises, and case studies. 

Specific topics such as the difference be-

tween money laundering and terrorist fi-

nance, terrorism funding cycle, and the re-

quirements of terrorist organizations were 

covered in detail, which provided partici-

pants with an enhanced understanding of 

CFT threats that they can then apply in the 

workplace. The CFT Foundation Course is 

designed to raise awareness, establish key 

principles, and provide some fundamental 

elements required in CFT to a wide range of 

national government partners. This course is 

an important first stage in a wider curricu-

lum of courses and learning that will provide 

participants with the knowledge and tools to 

contribute to important efforts in the devel-

opment of intelligence and evidence to iden-

tify and prosecute terrorists as well as dis-

rupt the activities of terrorist groups. The 

aim is to build an inter-agency group of CFT 

practitioners, called national trainers, who 

will be able to train their peers in CFT mat-

ters. This training is part of a comprehensive 

2-year programme to support North Mace-

donia in detecting, investigating and disrupt-

ing CFT more effectively. Once the course is 

completed, the national trainers will gradu-

ally take over the training and maintenance 

of CFT capabilities in North Macedonia using 

a national CFT curriculum that will be devel-

oped with UNODC assistance. This project is 

conducted in the framework of RPSEE in 

cooperation with the Global Programme 

Against Money Laundering, Proceeds of 

Crime, and the Financing of Terrorism 

(GPML) and is funded by the US Government. 

(For info: Bill Wood) 

 

UNODC participates in discussion on po-

lice cooperation and tackling organized 

crime in SEE  

 

16 June 2021, online: UNODC participated 

at the 21st Meeting of the Police Cooperation 

Convention for SEE (PCC SEE) Secretariat 

Committee of Ministers to discuss organized 

crime threats posed by the COVID-19 pan-

demic and cooperation to address irregular 

migration in the Western Balkans. Among 

the key topics was the surge of the COVID-19 

pandemic, leading to the situation whereby 

organised criminal groups not only contin-

ued to operate, but even intensified their 

criminal activities. Criminals quickly seized 

the opportunities presented by the crisis and 

adapted their illicit activities to the context 

of the crisis. As a result, the threats posed by 

counterfeit goods and various fraud 

schemes, financial and cybercrime have in-

creased. Preventing the exploitation of the 

pandemic by organised crime has become a 

priority for law enforcement and the increas-

ing complexity of cross-border threats has 

made closer security cooperation increasing-

ly important at all levels. In the same token, 

irregular migration remains a challenge still 

faced by the jurisdictions of the region which 

shows the continuing need for coordinated 

cooperation and mutual support in order to 

ensure a more effective joint action against 

the intensifying migratory situation, as well 

as to prevent the emergence of future migra-

tion crises. During the event, UNODC pre-

sented its assessments of the COVID-19 im-

pact on the law enforcement work, as well as 

mentioned inter alia the ongoing EU-UNODC 

joint action on enhanced border control 

whereby UNODC supports the establishment 

of control units at ports and airports to sup-

port counter-trafficking action in the region   

and address the challenges posed by illicit 

drugs and organized crime where enhanced 

cooperation is needed. In addition, UNODC 

reiterated the office’s readiness to further 

develop cooperation with PCC SEE Secretari-

at and the Contracting Parties to promote 

comprehensive security in line with the 

Memorandum of Understanding signed be-

tween both parties and underlined the role 

of PCC SEE Secretariat and Hungary, current-

ly holding the Chairmanship-in-Office, as 

observers to the RPSEE. 

17-18 June 2021, online: UNODC partici-

pated in the 7th Meeting of the Thematic 

Working Group on Joint Investigation Teams 

(JIT) Expert Network within the PCC SEE, 

focusing on the topics of organized property 

crime and fighting illegal immigration and 

attended by regional and international or-

ganizations including the European Centre 

for Law Enforcement Training (CEPOL), IPA 

2019 project represented by the Center for 

International Legal Cooperation (CILC) and 

the Italian Ministry of Interior, the German 

Federal Police, Guardia Civil, EUROJUST JITs 

Network Secretariat, EUROPOL, OSCE, South-

east European Law Enforcement Center 

(SELEC), South Eastern and Eastern Europe 

Clearinghouse for the Control of Small Arms 

and Light Weapons (SEESAC) and UNODC. 

More specifically, the participants discussed 

EU initiatives in organized property crime 

cases, best practices and lessons learned in 

cross-border cooperation, cooperation with-

in EU and beyond including JITs and other 

forms of cooperation in the fight against ille-

gal immigration. UNODC underlined the im-

portance of JIT-related activities targeting 

the PCC SEE Contracting Parties by UNODC 

and presented the types of support UNODC 

offers in 2021 and beyond, through 

its RPSEE, particularly in the area of traffick-

ing in persons and smuggling of migrants. 

(For info: Ekaterina Kolykhalova) 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina supported in in-

vestigations and adjudication of foreign 

terrorist fighter cases 

 

24-25 May 2021, online: UNODC participat-

ed in the seminar on ‘Investigations and ad-

judication of foreign terrorist fighter cases’ 

organized by the Centre for Judicial and 

Prosecutorial Training of the Federation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina and provided the 

opening remarks. The seminar allowed to 

review some of the main aspects of the phe-

nomenon of Foreign Terrorist Fighters 

(FTF), including the current international 

legal framework, the use of the internet for 

terrorism purposes, and the role of Special 

Investigative Techniques and digital evi-

dence in the investigation and prosecution of 

criminal cases concerning FTF. UNODC pre-

sented an overview of its work in this area 

and linked the seminar with the outcomes of 

the recently completed UNODC project on 



Currently, UNODC through its Global Firearms 

Programme (GFP) is implementing the follow-

ing projects in South Eastern Europe: (i) A 

regional project on Criminal Justice Response 

against Arms Trafficking, aimed at supporting 

the six Western Balkan jurisdictions in 

strengthening their criminal justice response 

to firearms related criminality, particularly 

illicit arms trafficking and their links to trans-

national organized crime; (ii) the joint UNODC 

– UNDP project on Halting arms and law-

breaking trade (HALT) aimed at enhancing 

the capacities of the ITA, as well as Border 

Police, Ministry of Foreign Trade and Econom-

ic Relations and three postal agencies of Bos-

nia and Herzegovina to better combat illicit 

arms trafficking through development of 

standard operating procedures, provision of 

training, and procurement of specialized 

equipment for the detection of smuggled fire-

arms. The financial support for these projects 

is provided by Germany, the United Kingdom, 

France, the Netherlands, Sweden, and Norway 

through the Western Balkans Roadmap for a 

sustainable solution to the illegal possession, 

misuse and trafficking of Small Arms and 

Light Weapons (SALW) and their ammunition 

in the Western Balkans by 2024 Trust Fund 

and supported by the European Union.  

UNODC held an inter-institutional ex-

change of information meeting on fire-

arms trafficking cases in Serbia 

 

9 June 2021, Nis, Serbia: The UNODC GFP 

held a meeting to foster inter-institutional 

exchange of information in firearms traffick-

ing cases for ten participants from prosecu-

tion offices, criminal and border police, and 

customs officers operating at the border 

crossing points between Serbia and Bulgar-

ia / North Macedonia. The meeting present-

ed an opportunity to review the implementa-

tion of the Criminal Procedure Code by the 

relevant practitioners. Consequently, the 

adjudicated cases on firearms seizures at 

respective border crossings were presented, 

and good practices and challenges were  

FIREARMS CONTROL 

“Strengthening the Legal Regime Against 

Emerging Terrorist Threats, Including FTF in 

SEE” co-funded by USA. The project aimed to 

support together with the Centre for Judicial 

and Prosecutorial Training of the Federation 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina and other judicial 

academies from SEE, the development of a 

specialized training module for criminal jus-

tice practitioners on the prosecution of FTFs, 

and the implementation of this module in the 

training curricula of the jurisdictions in the 

region, the seminar being an example of this 

work. In addition, UNODC produced a Manu-

al on FTFs for Judicial Training Institutes of 

SEE within this project in 2017, which was 

updated in 2019, with EU funding, and trans-

lated into the languages of the region allow-

ing for a bigger outreach.  (For info: Joaquin 

Zuckerberg) 

UNODC contributes to police cooperation 

in fighting transnational organized crime 

in South Eastern Europe 

 

11 May 2021, Podgorica, Montenegro/

online: UNODC participated in the first hy-

brid general assembly meeting “Police Coop-

eration in Fighting Transnational Organized 

Crime in the Southeast Europe Police Chiefs 

Cooperation (SEPCA) Region” organized on 

the basis of the recommendations of the SEP-

CA Threat Assessment Report 2019. SEPCA 

is an organization of police directors, estab-

lished in 2002, functioning on the Statute 

signed in 2007 by 10 police services from the 

region. The meeting was organized to dis-

cuss ways to identify and establish future 

models of cooperation in the work of law 

enforcement agencies for an improved ex-

change of operational data and implementa-

tion of joint activities to counter threats re-

lated to property crime, illegal migration, 

human trafficking, illicit drug trafficking, 

cybercrime and other forms of organized 

crime, which are a priority for both the 

Western Balkans and the European Union. 

The meeting was attended by the SEPCA 

member states and its partners including, 

Austria, Italy, USA, INTERPOL, EUROPOL, 

OSCE, PCC SEE, CEPOL, SELEC, the Berlin 

Process and others, as well as UNODC. Dur-

ing his intervention, the UNODC representa-

tive commended the benefits of a strength-

ened international police cooperation and 

presented the current UNODC initiatives in 

the region, including the joint EU-UNODC 

action on enhanced border control and the 

development of the Regional Anti-Corruption 

and Illicit Finance Roadmap. UNODC remains 

committed to contributing to cooperation of 

law enforcement agencies through various 

fora, including SEPCA. 
 

UNODC participates in a conference on 

preventing document fraud – cooperation 

in the Western Balkan region 
 

29 April 2021, online: UNODC joined the 

conference organized by OSCE in coopera-

tion with FRONTEX to exchange views on the 

prevention of document fraud in SEE. The 

conference gathered participants from IN-

TERPOL, IOM, MARRI, ICMPD, SELEC, PCC 

SEE and national law enforcement authori-

ties from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia. 

The main objective was to present a draft 

document as a joint product of the partici-

pating organizations originating from the 

conclusions of the initial conference on the 

subject in 2019. The document is intended 

for the decision-makers as a reference for 

assessing the existing capabilities and identi-

fying gaps in the processes and resources 

allocated for document check-in border con-

trol. All the participants recognized that doc-

ument and identity fraud remain one of the 

biggest challenges for international and na-

tional security as it is a key element of vari-

ous criminal activities. (For info on all above: 

Bill Wood) 

ORGANIZED CRIME 



identified along with the remedial solutions 

to address firearms trafficking and improve 

the information sharing. The main outcomes 

of the event were the achieved consensus on 

compliance of domestic criminal legislation 

with the United Nations Convention Against 

Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) 

and the UN Firearms Protocol; profiling the 

needs of the first line responders during pre-

investigation; investigation and indicting 

stages of firearms-related cases; utilizing 

tracing procedures and international cooper-

ation tools to address firearms trafficking. 

This and all below activities are implement-

ed with the financial support provided by 

Germany, the United Kingdom, France, the 

Netherlands, Sweden, and Norway through 

the Western Balkans SALW Control 

Roadmap Trust Fund and supported by the 

European Union.  
 

Private sector in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

supported in addressing firearms traf-

ficking in fast parcels 

 

5 June 2021, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herze-

govina: The UNODC GFP delivered a training 

for the private courier company operating 

for UPS in Bosnia and Herzegovina on the 

detection of firearms in fast parcels. The 

training focused on the implementation of 

the Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) 

for the detection of firearms, their parts and 

ammunition by the private company, as well 

as topics such as risk assessment, evidence 

handling, identification of firearms, health 

and safety. The participants have enhanced 

their knowledge on firearms trafficking 

threats and the applicable legislation in Bos-

nia and Herzegovina as well as the require-

ments to counter firearms trafficking during 

the process of import and export of fast par-

cels. This training was the first event orga-

nized by UNODC GFP for a fast courier com-

pany in the country. The engagement with 

private courier companies on the detection 

of firearms in fast parcels contributes to an 

increased detection rate leading towards an 

improved efficiency of the Customs of Bosnia 

and Herzegovina contributing thereby to the 

overall efforts in countering illicit firearms 

trafficking. 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina supported with 

equipment to counter firearms trafficking 

 

4 June 2021, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herze-

govina: Within the joint project conducted 

in cooperation with UNDP in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina on “Halting Arms and Law-

breaking Trade” (HALT), UNODC GFP sup-

ports ITA of Bosnia and Herzegovina to in-

crease knowledge and skills in detecting fire-

arms in postal parcels and to improve the 

security and safety in Bosnia and Herze-

govina by  supporting the country in reach-

ing the goals established under the Roadmap 

for a sustainable solution to the illegal pos-

session, misuse and trafficking of Small Arms 

and Light Weapons (SALW) and their ammu-

nition in the Western Balkans by 2024. Ac-

cordingly, the provision and deployment of 

equipment for intercepting firearms traffick-

ing in postal shipments is part of the support 

provided by UNODC to ITA. In this context, 

UNODC GFP organized a handover ceremony 

to transfer the first batch of equipment to BH 

Poste, HP Mostar, Poste Srpske and Customs 

of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which included 

five laptops, to be followed by x-ray scanners 

and field test kits. The ceremony was held in 

the presence of the ITA Customs and Law 

Enforcement department representatives. 
 

Bosnia and Herzegovina supported in ad-

dressing firearms trafficking in postal 

parcels 

4 June 2021, Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herze-

govina:  UNODC GFP conducted the 2nd 

workshop for representatives from the Pub-

lic Postal Offices in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and from the ITA on developing SOPs for the 

detection of firearms in postal parcels. The 

objective was to present and review the 

comments provided by BH Pos te, HP Mostar, 

Pos te Srpske and ITA on the draft SOPs pre-

pared by UNODC GFP. UNODC underlined 

the importance of a common set of rules for 

processing mail traffic and presented to the 

participants additional suggestions, high-

lighting the importance of harmonization of 

the SOPs with ITA’s operating procedures. 

Progress towards the final SOPs text has 

been made by identifying the additional in-

formation to be reflected in the SOPs, which 

will be approved by the heads of the ad-

dressed institutions. 

 

UNODC held an online training on identi-

fication and tracing of firearms for Serbi-

an and Montenegrin prosecutors 

 

On 1 June 2021,  UNODC GFP and the Cen-

tre for training of judges and prosecutors in 

Montenegro held a joint online training on 

the identification and tracing of firearms for 

15 prosecutors,  representing  different spe-

cialties  and territorial competencies at the 

state level. On 4 June 2021, UNODC GFP 

held an online training on identification and 

tracing of firearms for 19 prosecutors from 

the Serbian Prosecutor’s Offices specializing 

in different fields on the state level. 

Both events were conducted using four 

UNODC training video modules on: pistols 

and revolvers; carabines and shotguns; sub-

machine guns and assault rifles; and fire-

arms tracing. The playback of each module 

was subsequently followed by a UNODC GFP 

presentation on the specific topic, allowing 

the prosecutors to make remarks, ask for 

clarifications and share their experiences. As 

a result of the training, the prosecutors ac-

quired the basic knowledge on different 

types of firearms, their components and am-

munition, and were familiarized with using 

firearms markings in tracing procedures, 

which is useful in the investigations of illicit 

firearms trafficking and recognizing possible 

links to organized crime. The video material 

will be handed over to the Centre for train-

ing of judges and prosecutors in Montenegro 

and the Judicial Academy in Serbia, in order 

to ensure sustainability in the capacity-

building of national prosecutors. 
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UNODC supports prosecutors on firearms

-related case law in North Macedonia 

 

2 June, Skopje, North Macedonia:  UNODC 

GFP hosted an online workshop to present 

the Case Law of North Macedonia and har-

monisation of the court practice regarding 

firearms cases. The participants included 

prosecutors and defense attorneys, as well 

as representatives from the basic and higher 

prosecution offices in Skopje, Bitola, Gos-

tivar, and Stip who covered all four main 

prosecutorial areas. The event aimed to pre-

sent the findings of the report on the 

“Analysis of Judgments for the Criminal Of-

fenses of Illicit Manufacturing, Possession 

and Trade in Firearms”, and provide a forum 

for discussion and feedback to further sup-

plement the Case Law collection document, 

which covers 2014-2019 and is the first of 

its kind in the country. The participants rec-

ommended to further develop the document 

by supplementing it with the recently adju-

dicated cases so as to create a periodic 

mechanism for analysis and systematization, 

to be updated every year. They also en-

dorsed the promotion of the document at the 

regional level in order to provide a compara-

tive approach with similar studies from oth-

er jurisdictions in the region thus contrib-

uting to a greater harmonization of the case 

law across the Western Balkans. 

 

UNODC held the third workshop with 

judges towards completion of the case 

law document in Serbia 

 

28 May 2021, Novi Sad, Serbia:  UNODC 

GFP held the 3rd  workshop with the Serbian 

judges on firearms-related case law. The ob-

jective of the event was to complete the de-

velopment of UNODC’s case law collection 

and to introduce new firearms-related court 

cases linked to firearms seizures at border 

crossing points between Serbia and Bosnia 

and Herzegovina and Serbia and Croatia re-

spectively. The newly obtained cases will 

cover the court practice in firearms-related 

cases along Western Balkan Route. The par-

ticipants agreed to supplement the case law 

collection with content on domestic legisla-

tion in compliance with UNTOC and its Fire-

arms Protocol, and official statistical data on 

sentencing policy. In the upcoming period, a 

review group will be formed with the partici-

pating  judges with the aim to finalize the 

case law collection followed by subsequent 

meetings with the Supreme Court, High Judi-

cial Council and Judicial Academy to coordi-

nate the publication and distribution of the 

case law collection.     

 

UNODC met with the Ministry of Interior 

of North Macedonia to discuss coopera-

tion in firearms trafficking 

6 May 2021, Skopje, North Macedo-

nia: The UNODC GFP held a meeting with the 

Head of the Unit for Firearms in the Ministry 

of Interior and member of the National Com-

mission on SALW, which focused on interna-

tional and bilateral cooperation in firearms 

cases, primarily with bordering jurisdictions 

and the possibility of forming JITs building 

on the progress of the previous successful 

operations of the police forces of North Mac-

edonia and neighbouring jurisdictions. The 

counterparts agreed on the importance of 

involving the prosecution in the process of 

international cooperation in firearms traf-

ficking given their leading role in the investi-

gation. The Ministry of Interior of North 

Macedonia also expressed readiness to par-

ticipate in future trainings and workshops 

focusing on the new trends in firearms traf-

ficking as well as different types and compo-

nents of firearms organized by UNODC as 

well as to nominate a focal point for firearms 

at the Ministry for an improved cooperation 

and coordination of efforts. This activity and 

the below activities were conducted in the 

framework of the regional project on Crimi-

nal Justice Response against Arms Traffick-

ing supported by Germany, UK, Netherlands, 

Sweden, France and Norway, and the EU 

through UN’s Western Balkans SALW Con-

trol Roadmap Trust Fund. 

 

UNODC holds a coordination meeting 

with national authorities  

 

On 23 April 2021 in Belgrade, Serbia, 

UNODC GFP organized a coordination meet-

ing on capacity building activities with rep-

resentatives of the Ministry of Interior from 

the Sector for International Cooperation, 

Section for Suppressing Hi-Tech Crime, and 

Sector for Criminal Investigations, to update 

the plan for delivering trainings in Serbia 

and present UNODC tools that will be used in 

the process. The counterparts updated the 

plans for conducting trainings on e-evidence 

by using the UNODC Guide on Gathering E-

evidence Across Borders, and agreed upon 

the modality for further distribution of the 

Guide as well as to support needs assess-

ments that will contribute towards increas-

ing the efficiency of the investigations and 

addressing illicit firearms trafficking and 

organized crime threats. On 22 April 2021 

in Belgrade, Serbia, UNODC GFP held a 

meeting with Montenegrin prosecutors to 

present the developed training materials and 

review and prioritize the planned training 

activities within the regional project on 

Criminal Justice Response against Arms traf-

ficking taking into consideration the COVID-

19 restrictions. UNODC GFP introduced the 

training materials on identification and trac-

ing of firearms that have been developed for 

an online format, including the case law col-

lection in firearms-related cases and the 

Guide on collection of e-evidence across bor-

ders. As a result of the meeting, the proposed 

training materials and training plan were 

endorsed by the counterparts and the Centre 

for Training of Judges and Prosecutors in 

Montenegro was identified as a partner for 

the implementation of capacity building ac-

tivities within the project. 
 

UNODC supports Serbia in harmonizing 

court practice for firearms-related of-

fenses  

 

9 April 2021, Nis, Serbia:  UNODC GFP held 

the second workshop for judges on firearms-

related case law at the Court of Appeals in 

Nis, Serbia aimed to identify areas for har-

monization of the court practice and further 

develop UNODC’s case law collection by in-

troducing new firearms-related court cases 

linked to firearms seizures at border cross-

ing points between Serbia/North Macedonia 

and Serbia/Bulgaria. The workshop present-

ed an opportunity for the judiciary to high-

light disputable legal questions stemming 

from the case law under Article 348 of the 

Criminal Code of Serbia on criminalizing fire-

arms related offenses and share experience 

from court practice contributing towards  
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UNODC’s case law collection, which will 

serve as guidance for the  judges in adjudi-

cating firearms-related cases. 

 

UNODC supports Bosnia and Herzegovina 

in countering firearms in international 

postal and courier parcels 

 

8 April 2021, Jahorina, Bosnia and Herze-

govina:  UNODC GFP organized  a workshop 

for the Postal Operators in BiH - BH Pos ta, 

Pos ta Srpske and Hrvatska Pos ta Mostar - to 

review the draft SOPs for the detection of 

firearms, their parts and ammunition in 

postal and fast courier parcels.  The draft 

SOPs have been developed by the GFP on the 

basis of the Gap and Needs Analysis (GNA) 

conducted in 2020. UNODC underlined the 

importance of developing and adopting a 

common set of rules for processing the mail 

traffic and highlighted specific aspects of the 

draft SOPs. The three Postal Agencies’ repre-

sentatives highlighted the added value of 

draft SOPs to their workflows and stressed 

the need for more frequent mutual meetings 

that help better communications. 

(For more info on all of the above: Dimitirje 

Ristic, Dubravka Piotrovski, Kiro Cvetkov) 
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UNODC introduces the Asset Recovery 

initiative in South Eastern Europe 

 

With the aim to introduce the Asset Recov-

ery project, a regional initiative in the six 

Western Balkans jurisdictions aimed to en-

hance the capacity of the region to recover 

the proceeds and instrumentalities of crime, 

as well as to strengthen the exchange of rele-

vant information or evidence leading to sei-

zures and confiscations across the participat-

ing jurisdictions, UNODC met with the na-

tional representatives of relevant institu-

tions in Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

Kosovo (1). On 26 May 2021 in Sarajevo, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, UNODC met with 

the Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s of-

fice and the Ministry of Justice of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and presented the upcoming 

activities to be implemented in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, including the development of 

an Asset Recovery Strategy/Action plan; de-

velopment of Mutual Legal Assistance (MLA) 

– Asset Recovery guide; the drafting of the 

Modus Operandi Manual for international 

cooperation; and the development of meth-

odology for the collection of data relevant to 

the asset recovery process. On 17-19 May 

2021 in Tirana, Albania, UNODC met with 

the Ministry of Justice and the Special Anti-

Corruption Structure of Albania and present-

ed the activities to be implemented in Alba-

nia within this project, including the devel-

opment of practitioners’ guides on different 

aspects of MLA for the purposes of asset re-

covery; the development of asset recovery 

roadmap and data collection methodology in 

the asset recovery process; research on the 

state of play of asset recovery efforts in the 

Western Balkans; and training on asset re-

covery agreements. The counterparts agreed 

to pursue cooperation in the area of asset 

recovery to ensure the smooth implementa-

tion of the initiative. On 10-12 May 2021 in 

Priština, Kosovo (1), UNODC met with the 

Coordinator for Economic Crime Enforce-

ment of Kosovo to present the upcoming 

activities including the development of MLA; 

the drafting Modus Operandi Manual for in-

ternational cooperation; and the develop-

ment of methodology for the collection of 

data relevant to the asset recovery process. 

The counterparts agreed on the importance 

of the asset recovery in the fight against or-

ganized crime and corruption, and the need 

for an improved coordination and regional 

and interregional cooperation.  

The Asset Recovery activities in South East-

ern Europe are conducted in the framework 

of the RPSEE and funded by the Government 

of the UK. 

(1) All references to Kosovo should be under-

stood to be in the context of United Nations Secu-

rity Council resolution 1244 (1999). 

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina supported in the 

fight against corruption with the develop-

ment of the Regional Roadmap on Anti-

Corruption and Illicit Finance 

 

24-26 May 2021, Sarajevo, Bosnia and 

Herzegovina: UNODC in cooperation with 

RAI, convened a series of meetings with the 

authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina to 

discuss the activities for the development of 

the Regional Anti-Corruption and Illicit Fi-

nance Roadmap (Roadmap), including the 

Chief Prosecutor of the Prosecutor’s Office of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Agency for Pre-

vention of Corruption and Coordination of 

the fight against Corruption (APIK), the Pub-

lic Procurement Agency, the Ministry of Se-

curity and the State Agency for Investigation 

and Protection (SIPA). Through the 

Roadmap, UNODC will support the six West-

ern Balkans jurisdictions in streamlining 

their anti-corruption and illicit finance obli-

gations and the recommendations of the 

United Nations Convention Against Corrup-

tion (UNCAC) and its Review Mechanism, the 

European Commission progress reports, the 

Council of the Europe’s Group of States 

against Corruption (GRECO) and the Com-

mittee of Experts on the Evaluation of Anti-

Money Laundering Measures and the Financ-

ing of Terrorism (Moneyval). The meetings 

allowed to present the objectives of the 

Roadmap and discuss the relevant priorities, 

including in the areas of public procurement 

with an emphasis on procurement in the 

health sector and to secure further coopera-

tion in these areas. The UNODC work on the 

Roadmap, funded by the Governments of the 

UK and Germany, is undertaken in the con-

text of the decisions of the Security Commit-

ments Steering Group of the Berlin Process, 

within which the Governments of the region 

have endorsed this initiative.  



UNODC held consultations with authori-

ties in Albania on the Regional Roadmap 

on Anti-Corruption and Illicit Finance 

 

17-19 May 2021, Tirana, Albania: UNODC 

in cooperation with RAI, convened a series of 

meetings with the Albanian authorities to 

discuss the activities for the development of 

the Roadmap, including the Ministry of Jus-

tice, the Special Anti-Corruption Structure, 

the Public Procurement Agency, the High 

Inspectorate on Declaration and Audit of 

Assets and Conflicts of Interest (HIDAACI) 

and the Financial Intelligence Unit of Alba-

nia. The meetings in Tirana allowed to pre-

sent the objectives of the Roadmap and dis-

cuss the relevant priorities, including in the 

areas of public procurement and AML/CFT 

aimed at countering corruption and illicit 

financial flows in Albania.  
 

UNODC continues the preparatory work 

to develop the Regional Roadmap on Anti

-Corruption and Illicit Finance in SEE 

 

10-12 May 2021, Priština, Kosovo 

(1): UNODC in cooperation with the RAI con-

tinued the consultation process for the de-

velopment of the Roadmap with the authori-

ties of Kosovo under UNSCR 1244 and con-

vened a series of meetings to advance the 

implementation of this initiative. During the 

meetings, UNODC presented the main find-

ings and the relevant priorities in the fight 

against corruption and illicit financial flows 

identified during the initial consultations 

with the relevant stakeholders. 

(1) All references to Kosovo should be under-

stood to be in the context of United Nations Secu-

rity Council resolution 1244 (1999). 

(For info on both of the above: Virginia De 

Abajo Marques) 
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HUMAN TRAFFICKING  

SEE and UNODC address trafficking in 

persons for the purposes of sexual exploi-

tation through international cooperation 

and labor exploitation in SEE particularly 

children 

 

On 13-14 April 2021, UNODC in collabora-

tion with the National Coordinator for Com-

bating Trafficking in Human Beings and Ille-

gal Migration of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

organized the 2nd online Regional Expert 

Group Meeting (REGM): “Trafficking in Per-

sons for Labor Exploitation – in particular 

children in SEE”. The United Nations Proto-

col to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traffick-

ing in Persons (TIP), especially Women and 

Children (the Trafficking in Persons Proto-

col), defines TIP and provides a normative 

framework to combat TIP at international 

and national levels. The complex definition 

of TIP, which includes multiple possible 

ways of exploiting victims, includes labor 

exploitation, which is the second most fre-

quent form of TIP behind sexual exploitation. 

Children are particularly vulnerable to labor 

exploitation, especially for forced begging 

and other forms of forced labor. Against this 

backdrop, the event aimed to address the 

issue of TIP for the purpose of labor exploi-

tation, particularly the exploitation of chil-

dren given the prevalence of this phenome-

non in SEE as well as review the national 

mechanisms for controlling TIP for labor 

exploitation, including children and best 

practices of criminal justice institutions, in-

spection bodies, NGOs and other actors in 

the field of processing these forms of exploi-

tation and protection of victims. Over 150 

practitioners, including the private sector 

and workers associations, from Albania, Bos-

nia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Mol-

dova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Roma-

nia, Serbia and Kosovo under UNSCR 1244, 

as well as France, Greece and Slovenia at-

tended the event, which was opened by the 

UN Coordinator in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 

who emphasized the need to pursue cooper-

ation with the relevant stakeholders to turn 

policy into practice. The discussions among 

the participants focused on labor exploita-

tion as a form of TIP in international and 

regional frameworks and review of the most 

important instruments of suppression; na-

tional instruments within the criminal jus-

tice system, labor inspectorates and other 

control and supervisory mechanisms; best 

practices in detecting and processing labor 

exploitation with a focus on child exploita-

tion. The participants discussed the protec-

tion of victims of labor exploitation, especial-

ly children who are forced into begging and 

other forms of forced labor; protection 

mechanisms in supranational and national 

frameworks, especially children; inter-

institutional  and intersectoral cooperation 

in the detection and protection of victims of 

labor exploitation and prevention of labor 

exploitation within the framework of labor 

and related legislation and practice. In col-

laboration with the Office for Human Rights 

and Rights of National Minorities of the Gov-

ernment of the Republic of Croatia, the Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs of Sweden and the 

Ministry of Europe and Foreign Affairs of 

France, UNODC organized the 3rd online 

REGM on 11-12 May 2021 for over 140 

practitioners. The meeting focused on TIP 

for sexual exploitation, especially women 

and girls, through addressing demand in SEE 

and on hearing the perspectives of the differ-

ent stakeholders on various issues related to 

TIP for the purpose of sexual exploitation. 

States’ obligations to address demand for 

TIP for sexual exploitation have been recog-

nised in a number of global and regional in-

ternational instruments. At the global level, 

the United Nations Protocol to Prevent, Sup-

press and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Es-

pecially Women and Children (Palermo Pro-

tocol), supplementing the UNTOC, in its arti-

cle 9 para. 5 obliges States Parties to “adopt 

or strengthen legislative or other measures, 

such as educational, social or cultural 

measures, including through bilateral and 

multilateral cooperation, to discourage the 

demand that fosters all forms of exploitation 

of persons, especially women and children, 

that leads to trafficking.” The purpose of the 

REGM was to advance the discussion on ad-

dressing the demand that fosters TIP for the 

purpose of sexual exploitation, especially 

women and girls and serve as a platform to 

discuss the international obligations, concep-

tual approaches and policy responses to de-

mand factors relating to TIP for sexual ex-

ploitation, and to exchange challenges and 

good practices in addressing it. On 9-10 

June 2021,  UNODC in collaboration with the 

Ministry of Interior of Serbia, the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs of Sweden and the Ministry 

of Europe and Foreign Affairs of France  



organized the 4th online REGM on 

“Addressing TIP for the purposes of sexual 

exploitation through international coopera-

tion”. The REGM allowed to advance the dis-

cussion on effective action to prevent and 

combat TIP for the purposes of sexual ex-

ploitation, through comprehensive approach 

in the countries of origin, transit and desti-

nation that includes international coopera-

tion as well as to understand a variety of 

international instruments in combating this 

form of TIP. Moreover, the event served as a 

platform to exchange challenges and good 

practices in the field of bilateral, regional 

and international cooperation, and to pro-

vide a set of concrete actions for future en-

gagement in order to tackle the issue of TIP 

for sexual exploitation in the most efficient 

manner.  Over 110 practitioners from Alba-

nia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croa-

tia, Greece, Moldova, Montenegro, North 

Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and 

Kosovo under UNSCR 1244 as well as Aus-

tria, France, Germany, Sweden and Switzer-

land attended the meeting, thus providing 

for an exchange of experiences and best 

practices on the topic. International organi-

zations, including EUROJUST, EUROPOL, IC-

MPD, OSCE, INTERPOL, the Law Enforce-

ment Agency against trafficking in human 

beings (OCRTEH), PCC SEE and SELEC also 

contributed to the discussions. Among the 

discussed topics were the national practices 

in combating TIP for sexual exploitation 

through international cooperation, current 

efforts and approaches and international 

cooperation experiences to providing great-

er support to victims of TIP. The financial 

support for all above events was provided by 

the Governments of France and Sweden. 

(For info on all of the above: Davor Raus) 
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DRUG DEMAND REDUCTION 

UNODC supports practitioners in SEE and 

Italy in addressing drug use disorders 

among youths 

17-24 May 2021, online: UNODC organized 

a regional capacity development workshop 

on “Treatnet Family: Elements of Family 

Based Treatment for Youths with Drug Use 

Disorders including in Contact with the 

Criminal Justice System: Creating Societies 

Resilient to Drugs and Crime” for practition-

ers in SEE and Italy, with the support of the 

Government of Italy. Treatnet Family is a 

science-informed training package on ele-

ments of family therapy, intended to support 

practitioners in the health, social and crimi-

nal justice sectors who work with youths 

and their families in resource limited set-

tings, including those in contact with the 

criminal justice system. It is part of UNODC’s 

overall Treatnet training package for the 

treatment of drug use disorders and the ini-

tial development was supported by the gov-

ernment of Japan. Implementation has previ-

ously shown positive effects in reducing sub-

stance use, improving family functioning and 

mental health. “Human connection is the 

opposite of addiction” could have been the 

motto of the workshop with countries from 

SEE and Italy: 35 practitioners from Albania, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Italy, Montenegro, 

North Macedonia and Serbia, working with 

adolescents with substance use problems in 

their daily practice, joined the online meet-

ing and in a participatory way enhanced 

their knowledge and skills on addressing 

issues related to drug use disorders among 

youths and related problems associated with 

family settings. Participating substance use 

disorder treatment professionals from the 

region enhanced their understanding of sub-

stance use problems in a systemic perspec-

tive and in various role plays learnt to help 

families break negative cycles in their inter-

actions and instead explore new ways of 

more supportive interactions and taking 

care of each other. When presenting their 

follow-up plans, many practitioners indicat-

ed their interest to support further expan-

sion of substance use treatment services for 

adolescents, including through elements of 

family therapy, in their countries. 

UNODC supports prevention of drug use, 

violence and mental health in the context 

of COVID-19 and its aftermath 

15 April 2021, online: In the margins of the 

64th session of Commission on Narcotic 

Drugs (CND), UNODC and the Lions Club In-

ternational Foundation (LCIF) organized a 

side-event on "Social and Emotional Learn-

ing for prevention of drug use, violence and 

mental health: Needs and lessons learned in 

the context of COVID-19 and its aftermath". 

The event aimed to highlight the lessons 

learned during the pandemic and the youth-

centered practices and strategies put for-

ward by the UNODC-Lions Club partnership 

to deal with current and upcoming challeng-

es, despite impediments. Lions Quest Skills 

for Adolescence (LQSFA) is an evidence-

based Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 

tool that effectively prevents substance use, 

promotes positive mental health, reduces 

violence, and promotes positive school envi-

ronments. Following the opening remarks, 

the panelists discussed SEL in the context of 

COVID-19 and its adaptation to the online 

environment. UNODC contributed to the 

event by presenting SEL and drug use and 

violence prevention, specifying its value in 

the COVID-19 times. The perspectives and 

practices from Croatia on the value and im-

plementation of LQSFA were shared by the 

teacher at primary school Kralj Tomislav 

Nas ice and one of its 8th graders. 

 

UNODC supports SEL as a systematic pre-

vention approach 

14 April 2021, online: In the margins of the 

64th session of the CND, the Government of 

Slovenia in cooperation with LCIF, the Insti-

tute for Research and Development Utrip 

and the UNODC Prevention, Treatment and 

Rehabilitation Section, organized a side-

event called "SEL as a systematic prevention 

approach, not merely an intervention". The 

event enabled the discussion on preventive 

health care and health education as well as 

the need to scale up these services for all key 

target groups, including pregnant women, 

parents, children and adolescents. UNODC 

presented SEL in the context of the UNODC-

WHO International Standards on Drug Use 

Prevention focused on the vulnerability 

model, described by these Standards, that 

encourages policy makers to focus on evi-

dence-based programmes supporting the 

social and emotional skills of the individuals 

during different ages of development. SEL as 

a tool for prevention and a key component of 

Lions Quest Programme was described by 

the LCIF panelist, who provided an overview 

of the initiative including the collaboration 

with UNODC. The Lions Quest Programme is 

the flagship programme of LCIF, aiming to 

increase student's connectedness to school, 

help children choose conflict resolution over 

aggression, lower the rates of substance use, 

and build healthy relationships in the com-

munity and among peers.  (For info: Zana 

Glavendekic) 


