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The 2030 Agenda and the 17 SDGs



Parliament in the 2030 Agenda

“We acknowledge the essential role of national parliaments 
through their enactment of legislation and adoption of 

budgets and their role in ensuring accountability for the 
effective implementation of our commitments”

Declaration of the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development

“Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all, and build 

effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels”
Goal 16
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Benefits of parliamentary SDG engagement

Provides a platform for national discussion/awareness-raising
Empowers inclusive civic engagement and diverse input from 
people
Facilitates debate and consensus on priorities and direction

Increases likelihood of localization and national ownership

Provides for oversight and accountability to track progress



How parliaments can engage on SDGs
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Challenges to parliamentary SDG 
action

Parliaments’ 
effectiveness 
is frequently 
hampered by

Insufficient 
resources, 
structures, 
processes,  
and lack of 
political will

Weak 
capacities

Lack of 
systematic 

and inclusive 
civic 

engagement 

Lack of 
access to 
aid and 
budget 

information

Fragility and 
conflict

Gender 
imbalances 



Parliamentary knowledge products



Stepping up parliamentary SDG action

To empower parliaments to effectively and 
transparently enact legislation, adopt budgets, 
and monitor implementation of the SDGs in an 

inclusive and participatory manner for 
enhanced localization and national 

accountability

Parliamentary SDG Self-assessments and Action Plans can be a way to 
coordinate and step up efforts to adapt/set-up mechanisms and procedures as 

well as develop capacities

Inform 
parliamentarians 

and parliamentary 
staff on the role of 

parliaments in 
SDG 

implementation

Pose questions 
to reflect on 

parliamentary 
capacities and 

readiness for SDG 
implementation 

Provide examples 
and ideas to 

inspire parliaments 
and 

parliamentarians to 
enhance 

engagement in 
SDG 

implementation 



Conclusion
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