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Publication of the UK’s 1st Framework 

for Transparent Asset Returns

The purpose of this 
Framework – published in 
January 2022 - is to drive 

transparency, and 
accountability in the UK’s

process of returning funds to 
other countries. It sets out 

HMG’s process for asset 
return, the deduction of 

reasonable expenses, the 
stakeholders to be engaged 

throughout the return 
process and the mechanisms 

for return. 

Framework for transparent and accountable asset return -

GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/framework-for-transparent-and-accountable-asset-return/framework-for-transparent-and-accountable-asset-return


Publication of the Asset Recovery 

Statistical Bulletin

3

Asset recovery statistical bulletin: financial years ending 

2017 to 2022 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/asset-recovery-statistical-bulletin-financial-years-ending-2017-to-2022/asset-recovery-statistical-bulletin-financial-years-ending-2017-to-2022
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Since 2021, we have started including 

annual stats on the proceeds of crime 

recovered through International Asset 

Recovery 

Overview of the asset recovery 

system and the corresponding 

statistics for each stage of the 

process, 2021-2022

International asset returns in published 

statistics
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At the time of publication, the returns above were not reflected in 

the total value of assets returned. Since this publication, 

£456,068 has been returned to Moldova. 
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Case Study: Return of funds to Nigeria 
Publication of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

The UK will generally seek to 

agree transparency 

measures through the use of 

a Memorandum of 

Understanding with countries 

to which we return assets. 

A section of the MoU will include 

an agreement between civil 

society organisations and 

government on the monitoring 

arrangements for the use of 

funds, in line with principle 10 of 

the GFAR principles.



7

Case Study: Return of funds to Moldova 
Publication of Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

Published on 

gov.uk, public 

domain

Contents section 

breaks down the 

MoU and allows 

viewer to navigate 

the document
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The role of civil society in monitoring the use of 

returned funds



Examples of projects underway from 

returned funds
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