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Excellencies, distinguished delegates, 
 

2020 is an important moment of reflection for IOM’s counter-trafficking agenda. We com-

plete 25 years of anti-trafficking programming while the Palermo Protocol marks its 20th an-

niversary. It is important to look back at our achievements, lessons learned, and to adapt our 

approach and programmes for the future 

The anti-trafficking community has made considerable progress in creating legal frameworks 

that better protect people identified as ‘victims of trafficking’. In many countries, registered 

victims now have access to temporary residence and justice, safe accommodation, medical 

and psychosocial support, and opportunities for assisted voluntary return and reintegration. 

IOM – together with governments, non-governmental and international organizations, and the 

private sector – has worked on all aspects of counter-trafficking responses:  prevention, pro-

tection, prosecution, and partnerships.  

It is often said that trafficking is an invisible crime, and it becomes even more invisible when 

conflicts or disasters cause a humanitarian emergency. The Security Council condemnation of 

all instances of trafficking in humanitarian settings and the intense work of the Special Rap-

porteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children, have significantly contrib-

uted to shed light on this crime and on the need to mainstream the anti-trafficking response in 

humanitarian settings. The creation and functioning of the Counter Trafficking Task Team 

within the Global Protection Cluster is one tangible result towards the full recognition of 

counter trafficking responses as life-saving interventions. This has been made possible thanks 

to high-level interagency cooperation. The Task Team is jointly lead by IOM, UNHCR, and 

Heartland Alliance International. 
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When talking about crisis setting, we cannot avoid touching upon the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Its impact on human trafficking is yet to be fully assessed, but what we are already aware of is 

that victims of trafficking now face heightened risks, with stranded migrants being especially 

vulnerable to exploitation and exposed to the negative socio-economic impact of the pan-

demic. As government officials prioritize COVID-19 response or are constrained by the 

measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, case identification, referral, protection processes 

may be interrupted, leading to immediate protection gaps.  

As we work in an environment that is more virtual, when it comes to trafficking in human be-

ings, the dual use of technology lies at the heart of the debate. IOM has long emphasized the 

centrality of developing evidence-based policy responses, and modern technological tools can 

optimize and maximize information potential. 

20 years of collective action have led to outstanding achievements, but also to the recognition 

that human trafficking is not less prevalent today than it was two decades ago. Prosecution 

rates remain extremely low. Beyond criminal justice, issues related to how social justice, con-

scientious consumption, fair employment, and workers´ rights can reduce the demand and 

prevent exploitation to happen require more research and efforts.  

IOM reiterates its commitment to take active roles in partnerships to fight trafficking, in pur-

suit of our common goal of combating human trafficking and protecting vulnerable migrants. 

 

 

 

 


