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 بسم اهلل الرحمن الرحیم
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 Session of the Conference of the State Parties to the UNTOC 

(Vienna, 12-16 October, 2020) 

 

Agenda item 4: International cooperation 

 

In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful 

 
 

Mr. Chairman, 

My delegation would like to express itsgreat appreciationfor the 

inclusion of the important topic of “International Cooperation” in the 

Agenda with focusing on extradition, mutual legal assistance and 

international cooperation for the purpose of confiscation.In this regard, we  

attach great importance to the Conference of State Parties andits working 

group on international cooperation,as a constant element of the 

Conference,which have been actedthus far as significant platformsfor 

strengthening international cooperation as set out in the Convention; 

We are well aware that combating transnational organized 

crimesrequires collective and coordinated efforts to ensure organized 

criminalnetworks do not simply divert their activities to countries or regions 

where weak cooperation means weak criminal justice responses. It is for this 

reason thatinternational cooperation has a prominent place within the overall 

context of Convention.International cooperation must, as a matter of urgency 

and priority, be regarded and used as a mechanism for 
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strengthening sovereignty and security of States Parties and for promoting 

the rule of law internationally; 

 

Cognizant of the importance role of the international cooperation in 

effectively responding to TOC, the Islamic Republic of Iran has consistently 

supported an international response to transnational organized crime under 

the auspices of the United Nations and within the provisions of the 

Convention. In this context and with the view to enhancing the effectiveness 

of international cooperation undertaken pursuant to the Convention, the 

Islamic republic of Iranhasconcluded outstanding number of mutual legal 

assistance and extradition agreements with its neighbors and other countries 

beyond the region. These instrumentshave provided the law enforcements 

and central authorities with opportunities fora strengthened 

cooperation,timely exchange of informationand necessary coordination in 

civil and criminal matters; 

 

Despite the substantial efforts, theimposition of unilateral coercive 

measures as a serious challenge on international cooperation has an 

undeniable and negative impact on our countless efforts by targeting 

allocated resources, tools and effectiveness of our efforts and providing 

secure and protected space for criminals to reinforce their 

activities.Theseillegal actions which are contrary to the fundamental 

principles of international law, infringe the provisions of the Convention, in 

particular obligations of the States Parties under article 4 of the Convention 

andconsequently, impede the full realization of the purpose of the 

Convention which is to promoteinternational cooperation to efficiently 

prevent and combattransnational organized crime; 
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Wetrust that the United Nations bodies, specifically, the Conference 

of States parties and UNODC in discharging their mandate and in line with 

the purpose of the Convention address and make their utmost efforts 

toremove such harmful challenges that negatively affect the effectiveness of 

international cooperation in preventing and combating TOC. 

 

I thank You Mr. Chair. 

 


