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Mr President, 
South Africa welcomes deliberations on this important agenda item. For the 

sake of brevity my intervention will focus on efforts to address illegal mining 

and trafficking in precious metals.  

 

Mr President, 

As may be recalled, the 28th Session of the CCPCJ adopted the Resolution 

entitled “Combating transnational organized crime and its links to illicit 

trafficking in precious metals and illegal mining including by enhancing the 

security of supply chains of precious metals”. This Resolution, which received 

much interest from Member States, has greatly assisted in shining the spot of 

the international community to the challenge of illegal mining as well as the 

potential dangers that comes with this scourge. 

 

We are pleased to inform Member States that as part of implementing the 

resolution, my country invited the UNODC to visit South Africa in February 

2020. This was both a fact-finding mission for the Secretariat and also an 

opportunity to promote good practice and international cooperation. The 

UNODC has provided feedback on the outcome of the visit and their 

proposals to enhance international cooperation. Mindful of the limited 

resources available to support Member States in this area, South Africa has 

agreed in principle, to provide seed-funding to the UNODC to allow for the 

establishment of a programme designed to assist Member States in the fight 

against illegal mining and trafficking in precious metals. In our side event on 

this topic yesterday, one of the key takeaways was the need for an expert 

meeting to share good practice and promote international cooperation. 

 

In the area of Cybercrime, the work done by the Intergovernmental Expert 

Group on Cybercrime has been very important. We welcome the adoption of 

General Assembly Resolution 74/247 which mandated the international 

community to formulate an international legally binding instrument on 

cybercrime that takes into account the interest of all UN member states. 
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In conclusion, Mr President,  South Africa is of the firm view that there is 

greater need for international cooperation in terms of capacitating law 

enforcement officers, providing technical assistance, particularly in the 

development of policies, programme and the adoption of pertinent legislations 

to curb the scourge of these emerging crimes.  

 

I thank you.   


