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CRIMINAL CODE OF PANAMA
Smuggling of Migrants

Article 456-F. Whoever directs, promotes, finances, collaborates, facilitates or in any way
participates in the entry or exit of persons from the national territory for the purpose of
smuggling migrants, even with their consent, shall be punished with imprisonment of
fifteen to twenty years.

The penalty shall be from twenty to thirty years, when:

1. The smuggled migrant is a minor.

2. The group or any of the smuggled migrants is subjected to conditions that endanger or
could endanger life or safety.

3. The smuggled migrant is pregnant.

4. The smuggled migrant is mentally or physically disabled or in a situation of
vulnerability.



CRIMINAL CODE OF PANAMA
Smuggling of Migrants

5. The agent is part of a national or international organization dedicated to migrant
smuggling or organized crime.

6. The act is committed by a public servant.

Article 456-G. Whoever facilitates, supplies, prepares, offers, distributes or possesses a
totally or partially false travel or identity document for the purpose of making possible the
smuggling of migrants shall be punished with imprisonment of eight to twelve years. The
penalties set forth in this article shall not apply when the person in possession of a totally
or partially false travel or identity document is a smuggled migrant.

Article 456-H. Whoever collaborates in the smuggling of migrants by providing movable or
immovable property to conceal or temporarily or permanently harbor a person who is the
object of this crime shall be punished with imprisonment of eight to twelve years.



MIGRATORY ROUTE - PANAMA



NUMBER OF MIGRANTS, 
ENTERING THROUGH DARIÉN

Year 2021: 133,653

Year 2022: 248,284

Until September 25, 2023: 
394,953



TOTAL NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS 
OF MIGRANT SMUGGLING IN 
PANAMA

25 - Darien

10 - Colon (Guna Yala)

12 – Other provinces

Total: 47 cases



Operación Crepúsculo 



Operation Crepúsculo 

Surveillance and Follow-up, August 29, 2020, from David to Paso Canoas airport, Panama-Costa Rica border.

Subject in white t-shirt, transported in 
Toyota Yaris vehicle, license plate AT9149.

Paso Canoas, Panama-Costa Rica 
border.

Hotel Las Canarias, Paso Canoas, 
Panama-Costa Rica border

Boundary



VASQUEZ HERRERA MEZA UREÑA MORALES ABREGO NIETO MARÍN CORDOBA VILLARREAL CUEVAS LABRADOR

SAAVEDRA JIMENEZ HERRERA VELASQUEZ LUQUE ASYN

OPERATION
FIRMEZA



EVENT 07/09/2022

VASQUEZ HERRERA LUQUE ASYN HIDALGO BRAVO

RODRIGUEZ 



TAPIA SERRANO MARTES 

CONCEPCION ESPINOSA 

RODRIGUEZ

SERRANO GUERRA TAPIA MARINTAPIA MARIN

LEADER

TRANSPORTATION AND HOTEL 
ACCOMMODATION

PAYMENT OF MONEY IN 
REMITTANCE HOUSES

OPERATION MATRIOSKA



EVENT PANAMA OCTOBER 15, 2021



THANK YOU!

Translation by: Osvaldo A. Dietez Mckail, LL. B – Office of the Superior Prosecutor for International
Affairs.                                                 October 6, 2023.   
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