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 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحیم

 

 On the third agenda: how to strengthen the capacity to prosecute cases of smuggling of 

migrants 

 

Mr. Chair,  

 

At the Outset, I would like to express my gratitude and appreciation for your abled 

and active stewardship in leading the eighth session of the Working Group on 

Smuggling of Migrants. I would like to thank the Secretariat for its devoted efforts in 

convening this meeting and preparing the relevant documents.  

 

Mr. Chair, 

 

Smuggling of migrants remains an ever-growing global concern, while States continue 

to struggle with finding the right approach to stop illegal migrations and also 

safeguard the rights of the illegal migrants. Prioritizing this issue could not be timelier 

and more relevant, due to the recent developments in our region. 

 

We regret that some of the self-proclaimed advocates of human rights continue to 

contribute to the root socio-economic causes of this crime and directly/indirectly 

disregard the rights of the migrants, forcing some of the developing countries to face 

the atrocious consequences of the instability they have caused in the region. 

 

Enjoying a comprehensive set of statutory regulations on preventing and combatting 

SOM, the Islamic Republic of Iran has also adopted other necessary legal tools for 

investigation and prosecution of the relevant cases. We have also prepared a new bill 

amending the previous Act of 2004, and submitted it to the parliament for adoption. 

This draft bill focuses on the definition of SOM as a serious crime with all the 

essential elements, the commission by organized groups and also commission against 

minors and women as aggravating circumstances. We believe that creating harmony in 

our legal frameworks would eventually contribute to international cooperation on this 

issue. 

  

While holding our law enforcement to a higher standard, we aspire to enhance our 

executive measures in the fight against SOM by, inter alia, improving control over 
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borders, establishing suitable camps and shelters complying with relevant health 

protocols for the victims, and fostering joint border cooperation within bilateral 

agreements. 

 

These constructive steps were taken with barely any international support and despite 

the adverse intended consequences of Unilateral Coercive Measures imposed contrary 

to the fundamental principles of international law. 

 

In conclusion, let me, once again, re-emphasize the unparalleled importance of this 

working group as a technical expert platform to promote a unified coordinated 

response for preventing and combatting SOM, and address and remove the challenges 

on its path to reach effective multilateralism. 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 

 

 


