
 

 

 
 
 

INTERPOL statement 
 

UNTOC Working Group on Smuggling of Migrants: 14-15 September 

Topic: 

(b)  How to strengthen the capacity to prosecute migrant smuggling cases 

Dear Chairperson,  

Distinguished delegates, 

Over the years, INTERPOL has developed tools and tailored approaches to help strengthen the ability of 

its 194 Member Countries to detect, investigate and prosecute migrant smuggling cases.  

To do so, INTERPOL connects law enforcement worldwide via a secure global communications system 

called I-24/7. This system gives investigators real-time access to INTERPOL’s 19 criminal databases 

containing 113+ million records so that they can search, for example, if a passport is stolen, if a person is 

wanted, or if a fingerprint matches one for which we have a name.  

In addition, INTERPOL provides specialized investigative, analytical and operational support through the 

facilitation of intelligence and case-sharing platforms, the hosting of bilateral meeting for the furthering 

of investigations, the facilitation of operations and the development of a global crime analysis file, called 

Odyssey, through which  we generate analytical reports to identify trafficking and smuggling patterns. 

INTERPOL also provides access to the INTERPOL Specialized Operational Network against migrant 

smuggling (ISON) to law enforcement officers from specialized units around the world; and promotes their 

engagement in investigative support meetings and operations among others.  

To deliver a holistic approach, INTERPOL partners with other international organizations such as IOM and 

UNODC, who complement police efforts by providing migrant and victim assistance, and judicial support 

through specialized prosecutor networks respectively.  

The joint approach developed by INTERPOL and UNODC proved successful in many instances, such as 

during Operation Turquesa I and II. Beyond the dismantling of organized criminal groups and the rescue 

of thousands of victims of trafficking and smuggled migrants, these operations have a lasting impact by 

reinforcing law enforcement-judiciary cooperation mechanisms. This proved key to strengthen countries’ 

abilities to prosecute migrant smuggling cases and to fight against this crime in a sustainable way. 

The Working Group may elect to recommend that the Conference of the Parties considers the following 

recommendations: 

 States parties and their specialized units are encouraged to make use of INTERPOL channels and 

services to foster international police cooperation; 



 

 

 States parties are encouraged to participate in, and contribute to the INTERPOL’s Odyssey Crime 

Analysis File whose purpose is to identify threats, crime trends and criminal networks to 

support LEAs in preventing and combating human trafficking and people smuggling; 

 States parties are encouraged to nominate Law enforcement officers from specialized units to 

participate in the INTERPOL Specialized Operational Network (ISON) and to take part in its regional 

and global activities; 

 States parties and their competent national authorities are encouraged take part to INTERPOL-

facilitated regional and global operations countering the smuggling of migrants and other related 

crimes. 


