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International Drug Policies  
(selected extracts1) 

 
 

1. Recognize drug dependence as a complex, multifactorial health disorder 

characterized by a chronic and relapsing nature with social causes and 

consequences that can be prevented and treated through, inter alia, effective 

scientific evidence-based drug treatment, care and rehabilitation programmes, 

including community-based programmes, and strengthen capacity for aftercare for 

and the rehabilitation, recovery and social reintegration of individuals with 

substance use disorders, including, as appropriate, through assistance for effective 

reintegration into the labour market and other support services … 

 

2. Promote and strengthen regional and international cooperation in developing and 

implementing treatment-related initiatives, enhance technical assistance and 

capacity-building and ensure non-discriminatory access to a broad range of 

interventions, including psychosocial, behavioural and medication-assisted 

treatment, as appropriate and in accordance with national legislation, as well as to 

rehabilitation, social reintegration and recovery-support programmes, including 

access to such services in prisons and after imprisonment, giving special attention 

to the specific needs of women, children and youth in this regard;  

 

3. Intensify, as appropriate, the meaningful participation of and support and training for 

civil society organizations and entities involved in drug-related health and social 

treatment services, in accordance with national legislation and in the framework of 

integrated and coordinated national drug policies, and encourage efforts by civil 

society and the private sector to develop support networks for prevention and 

treatment, care, recovery, rehabilitation and social reintegration in a balanced and 

inclusive manner; 

                                                 
1
 UNGASS 2016 outcome document. Available at: 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/ungass2016/Documentation/ECN72016L12_rev1_e_V1601770.pdf 


