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BACKGROUND – THE CHALLENGES 

 
Children are often among the casualties of acts of terrorism and are victims of abduction, trafficking, and 
sexual and gender-based violence by designated terrorist groups. In recent years, the international 
community has been increasingly confronted with the recruitment and exploitation of children by terrorist 
groups. This phenomenon is closely connected to, and overlaps with, the longstanding practice of child 
recruitment and use by armed groups.1 Recruitment and exploitation of children are perpetrated by a 
variety of groups all over the world, making this a truly global issue.  
 
 UNODC’S ROADMAP  

 
To address this issue, UNODC provides technical assistance to requesting Member States on the treatment 
of children associated with terrorist and violent extremist groups. UNODC recognises the duty of Member 
States to protect society, and in particular children, from the threats associated with terrorism and violent 
extremism, in accordance with international law. UNODC’s work, based on its experience as a technical 
assistance provider, aimed to advance policy reform in this area through issuance of the UNODC Roadmap 
on the Treatment of Children Associated with Terrorist and Violent Extremist Groups  (UNODC 
Roadmap).  
 

STRIVE Juvenile  

 
As of 1 January, UNODC launched STRIVE Juvenile: Preventing and Responding to Violence against Children 

by Terrorist and Violent Extremist Groups, which is a three-year (2021-2024), €5 million EUR initiative 

funded by the European Union (EU) and being implemented in three countries: The Republic of Indonesia, 

Republic of Iraq and Federal Republic of Nigeria. The project aims to partner with the selected countries 

for the development and implementation of comprehensive national responses to prevent and counter 

violent extremism affecting children, in full respect of human rights, gender equality and international law.  

 

SPECIAL EVENT OBJECTIVES  

 
1. Present the UNODC Roadmap on the Treatment of Children Associated with Terrorist and 

Violent Extremist Groups; 
2. Outline the work that has been carried out by UNODC, thanks to the generous support of the 

Government of Japan, under the Global Programme to End Violence against Children in this area of 
work;  

3. Present STRIVE Juvenile: Preventing and Responding to Violence against Children by Terrorist and 
Violent Extremist Groups; 

4. Discuss challenges faced by Member States in dealing with children recruited and exploited by 
terrorist and violent extremist groups; 

5. Raise awareness on the role of key actors in promoting measures aimed to: i) prevent recruitment 
of children by terrorist and violent extremist groups; ii) promote the rehabilitation and the 
reintegration of those children, and in particular, those who are deprived of their liberty and who 
are affected by the Foreign Terrorist Fighters (FTF) phenomenon; and, iii) provide appropriate 
treatment to children recruited and exploited by terrorist and violent extremist groups;  

6. Gather political support from UN Member States in the dissemination and further implementation 
of measures aimed to tackle the phenomenon. 

 
1 Note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report on the impact of armed conflict on children (A/51/306 and 
Add.1). 
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