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In recent years, with substantial developments in prevention science and after the publication of UNODC/WHO “International Standards on Drug Use
Prevention”, new perspectives have emerged that are discontinuing with this concept. In line with the new developments, effective evidence-based prevention
measures and activities should contribute to the strengthening of cognitive, emotional, social and behavioural competency skills of children and youth at every
stage of their development.
In this context evidence-based prevention interventions can start to be implemented at early ages of a child’s development. Some interventions which have
been scientifically proven as effective can start as early as in infancy or even in pre-natal period.
Another valuable element of this paradigm shift is that such evidence-based prevention interventions address vulnerabilities that are not unique to substance
use. These same interventions can be applied for prevention of violence, for promotion of mental health, for improvement of school competencies and other
possible negative social and health outcomes.
Adequate primary prevention responses therefore call for a multi-disciplinary and inter-sectoral approach, requiring coordination and cooperation between
different agencies responsible for the benefit of children, youth and adults.
Introductory remarks:
H.E. Janez Poklukar, Minister of Health of the Republic of Slovenia.
Panellists:
• Bosnia and Herzegovina: Amir Hasanović, Association for Addiction Prevention NARKO-NE, Dragan Vukadin, Ministry of Security,
• France: Nicolas Prisse Head of the French Interministerial Mission for Combating Drugs and Addictive Behaviors (MILDECA),
• Serbia: Branislava Cincarević, Office for Combating Drugs of the Government of the Republic of Serbia,
• UNODC Prevention, Treatment & Rehabilitation Section: Wadih Maalouf, Epidemiologist, Biostatistician, Global Programme Coordinator at UNODC,
• Utrip Institute: Matej Košir, Director and the coordinator of national prevention network »Prevention Platform«.
Discussants:
• Indonesia: Lucky Pramitasari, Programme Associate for the Prevention Programme UNODC Indonesia Office,
• Uzbekistan: Limona Akhmedova, Head of the Republican Centre on psycho-pedagogical diagnosis and professional orientation under Ministry of Public
Education of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
Moderator:
Permanent Representative of Slovenia to the UN, OSCE and other International Organizations in Vienna, H.E. Ambassador Barbara Žvokelj.

