
Africa has made considerable gains towards the Sustainable Development Goals and the aspirations of the Agenda 2063 of the 
African Union: The Africa We Want. Yet progress in several areas is not advancing at the scale nor speed required. Around the globe 
and in Africa, the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic threatens to reverse progress, hitting those most vulnerable hardest, and risking 
them being left behind further. Africa can leverage its many opportunities to help strengthen resilience to its challenges: the increasing 
youth demographic can come together in collective action for a sustainable future; Africa’s commitment towards digital transformation 
and technology is bold and can drive fast-paced growth and foster inclusion; Africa’s single market, wealth of natural resources and 
biodiversity offer advantages for the development of trade, industry, employment and tourism; urbanization widens opportunities for 
economic growth, human security, social development and cohesion.

UNODC’s Strategic Vision for Africa 2030 outlines our mission to provide more safety to Africa’s people, government and institutions 
from drugs, crime, corruption, terrorism and illicit financial flows. Our Vision 2030 seeks to strengthen crime prevention, enhance 
justice, address organized crime, ensure a balanced response to drugs, improve the rule of law and bolster resilience. Building on 
decades of partnership and engagement with African countries, we will work within our unique mandate towards these goals with a 
focus on whole-of-society approaches and inclusion of the most vulnerable and marginalized populations.

CO N T E X T

M I S S I O N

UNODC 
STRATEGIC 
VISION FOR
AFRICA 2030

SUMMARY



In response to Africa’s challenges, we will apply our unique value proposition of analytic, normative and technical cooperation. 
We serve as the guardian of international conventions and the secretariat to UN policy-making bodies. 

We provide strong and authoritative research products, policy analysis and we strengthen capacities of Member States in data, 
analysis, research and statistics. We combine global and local expertise through our extensive presence in Africa, providing specialized 
technical assistance to Member States:

To enable tangible and sustainable progress in response to Africa’s most pressing challenges, we will intensify our focus in five 
investment areas, setting ourselves bold Agenda 2030-driven goals to meet our 54 objectives:

VA L U E  P R O P O S I T I O N

I N V E S T M E N T A R E A S

I N V ES T M E N T A R E A 1 .  

P R O M OT I N G  P E O P L E ’ S  H E A LT H  T H R O U G H  

B A L A N C E D  D R U G  C O N T R O L

• Improved data collection and analysis
• Strengthened responses to drug trafficking
• Improved responses to drug and related HIV prevention, treatment and care
• Better access to, and medical use of, controlled medicines containing narcotic 

drugs and psychotropic substances
• More protection from falsified medical products

• Africa´s law enforcement and cross-border cooperation is improved
• Enhanced access to justice for all those in need without discrimination
• Justice systems in Africa are accountable, effective and independent
• Rehabilitative approaches to prison management are adopted

• Africa´s institutions and individuals demonstrate increased integrity and 
accountability

• The economy is better protected from illicit financial flows and money-laundering
• Illicity obtained assets are recovered and returned

• Africa´s forests and wildlife are safer from crime
• Fisheries and the ´blue economy´ are better protected from illegal exploitation
• Africa is better protected from hazardous waste
• Effective responses to illegal mining and trafficking in precious metals
• Africa´s cultural property is better protected from trafficking

• All Africans, and in particular vulnerable people, are better protected from terrorism and 
violent extremism

• People are safer from the harms and firearms
• Children are better protected from violence
• Women and youth are safer from gender-based violence, sexual violence and exploitation
• People are safer from human traffickers and migrant smugglers
• People in Africa are better protected from cybercrime and online exploitation
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I N V ES T M E N T A R E A 5. 

M A K I N G  C R I M I N A L  J U S T I C E  SY S T E M S  

M O R E  E F F E C T I V E  A N D  AC C O U N T A B L E

I N V ES T M E N T A R E A 4 .  

S A F E G U A R D I N G  P E O P L E  A N D  I N S T I T U T I O N S 

F R O M  C O R R U P T I O N  A N D  E C O N O M I C  C R I M E

I N V ES T M E N T A R E A 3.  

P R OT E C T I N G  A F R I C A ’ S  R E S O U R C E S  

A N D  L I V E L I H O O D S 

I N V ES T M E N T A R E A 2.  

S E C U R I N G  T H E  S A F E T Y  O F  P E O P L E  F R O M  

O R G A N I Z E D  C R I M E ,  T E R R O R I S M 

A N D  V I O L E N C E



To make the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the AU Agenda 2063 a reality through transformation and broader impact, 
we will leverage six change enablers, mainstreaming these in our approaches across all five investment areas:

In support of the many gains made so far and to effectively address the challenges remaining, UNODC will accelerate levels of effort 
and take transformative action to support Africa’s people, governments and institutions towards meeting its development goals. The 
detail needed to turn our goals into reality will be implemented through the next generation of context-specific Country and Regional 
Programmes, through new and innovative initiatives and grounded in our UNODC Strategy 2021 - 2025. Together with Africa, and in 
concert with partners, we will take decisive action to boost sustainable solutions to some of the greatest challenges faced ensuring no 
one is left behind. 

C H A N G E  E N A B L E R S

WAY F O RWA R D

S T R O N G  P A R T N E R S H I P S 
AS A K E Y PA RT N E R O F U N AG E N C I ES,  C I V I L S O C I E T Y,  ACA D E M I A,  T H E P R I VAT E S EC TO R A N D 
D I AS P O R A A N D A S T R E N G T H E N E D R O L E AS FAC I L I TATO R,  CO N V E N E R A N D CO N N EC TO R O F 
PA RT N E R S A N D N E T WO R KS.

R E I N F O R C I N G  T H E  R O L E  O F  W O M E N
P R O G R A M M I N G T H AT L E V E R AG ES T H E P E R S P EC T I V ES O F A L L G E N D E R S A N D T H AT I D E N T I F Y N E W 
O P P O RT U N I T I ES A N D R ES P O N S ES W H I C H P L AC E A F R I CA N WO M E N AS AG E N CY AT I T S  H E A RT.

E M P OW E R M E N T  O F  C H I L D R E N  A N D  Y O U T H
P O L I C I ES T H AT B U I L D O N,  A N D A R E I N F O R M E D BY,  YO U N G P EO P L E’S  V I E WS,  E M P OW E R I N G 
YO U T H AS K E Y AG E N T S O F T R A N S F O R M AT I V E C H A N G E.

P R I O R I T I Z I N G  P R E V E N T I O N
S T R E N G T H E N E D CA PAC I T I ES AT A L L L E V E L S TO P R E V E N T T H R E AT S R E L AT E D TO D R U G S, 
O R GA N I Z E D C R I M E,  T E R R O R I S M A N D CO R R U P T I O N BY A D D R ES S I N G T H E I R  D R I V E R S A N D R O OT 
CAU S ES.

I N N OV AT I O N - L E D  I M P AC T
W I T H M O R E E F F EC T I V E S O LU T I O N S A N D I N N OVAT I V E A P P R OAC H ES B U I L D I N G O N T H E R A P I D 
T EC H N O LO G I CA L C H A N G ES TA K I N G P L AC E AC R O S S A F R I CA. 

E L I M I N AT I N G  D I S C R I M I N AT I O N  A N D  S T I G M A
I N V ES T M E N T S TO R E D U C E T H E D I S C R I M I N AT I O N FAC E D BY T H O S E W H O A R E M O S T S T I G M AT I Z E D 
A N D E N A B L I N G T H E I R  ACC ES S TO M U C H N E E D E D S E RV I C ES A N D S U P P O RT.

T H E L AU N C H O F T H E U N O D C S T R AT EG I C V I S I O N F O R A F R I CA 2030 

TA K ES P L AC E V I RT UA L LY O N  24  F E B R U A R Y  2 02 1  AT  1 P M  C E T. 

T H E D O C U M E N T W I L L B E AVA I L A B L E O N L I N E AT  W W W . U N O D C . O R G

F O R M O R E I N F O R M AT I O N,  P L E AS E CO N TAC T   U N O D C - A F R I C A @U N . O R G

https://webcast.unodc.org/webcast/en/live/unodc-africa-2030.html



